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Parent Orrick PUBLICATIONS, 


As regards the periodical publications of the Patent Office, the 
Comptroller has substituted the Illustrated Official Journal 
(Patents) weekly, price 6d., in place of six of last year's 
publications, the names of which were as follows :—Official 
Journal, Illustrated Journal, Law Reports, Name Index, Index 
to Official Journal, and weekly Price List. 

In the new journal, with the exception of the Trade Marks 
List, omitted, all the information given in the old Journal, 
averaging 70 pages, is supplied in a compressed form, averaging 
22 pages. In addition there is an Index of Names of applicants 
each week, and an Index of Titles, averaging 8 pages more. 

The portions representing the Illustrated Journal and the 
Law Reports are printed with considerable saving of space. 

In place of the old Name Index, will be published each quarter 
a consolidation of the weekly Name Index for that quarter, the 
whole to be consolidated at the end of 12 months, with the 
addition of a second part representing the old Journal Index. 

Thus all the objects met by the previous six publications will 
be adequately provided for in a cheaper and more convenient 
shape. 

The Trade Marks Journal, formerly 1s, 6d. a week, has been 
re-arranged, and is now published at 6d. 
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Tue Rarway anp Canat Trarric Act, 1888. (INCREASE 
or Rates.) 


The following is a copy of a notice issued by the Railway 
Department, Board of ‘Trade :— 

“Whereas by sub-section six of section thirty-three of the 
Railway and Canal Traffic Act, 1888, it is enacted that where 
a railway company intend to make any inerease in the tolls, 
rates, or charges published in the books required to be kept by 
the company for public inspection, under section fourteen of the 
Regulation of Railways Act, 1873, or the Rsilway and Canal 
Traffic Act, 1888, they shall give by publication in such manner 
as the Board of Trade may prescribe at least fourteen days’ 
notice of such intended increase, stating in such notice the date 
on which the altered rate or charge is to take effect, and that 
no such increase in the published tolls, rates, or charges of the 
railway company shall have effect unless and until the fourteen 
days’ notice required under the said section has been given : 

“ Now, therefore, by virtue of the said enactment, the Board of 
Trade doth hereby prescribe as follows :— 

1. Where a railway company intend to increase any toll, rate, 
or charge published in the books required to be kept by 
the company for public inspection under section fourteen 
of the Regulation of Railways Act, 1873, and the Railway 
and Canal Traffic Act, 1888, notice of the intended 
increase shall not less than fourteen days before the date 
on which.the increased toll, rate, or charge is to take effeet— 

(a.) Be published once at least in one of the newspapers 
which has a circulation in the district, or in each of the 
several districts comprising the stations or places the 
traffic at or between which is subject to the toll, rate, or 
charge which it is intended to increase ; and 

(».) Be printed in large type and posted, and afterwards 
kept posted for a period of not less than twenty-eight 
days, in a conspicuous place in each of the stations on the 
company’s railway, the traffic at or between which is subject 
to the said toll, rate, or charge. 

Provided that if a rate which it is intended to increase 
is one under which no merchandise traffic has been carried 
on the company’s railway during the twelve months im- 
mediately preceding the date on which the intended 
increase of such rate is to take effect, no notice of the 
intended increase need be published in any newspaper. 

2, The notice shall be in the form in the Schedule hereto, with 
any necessary additions, and shall specify with reference 
to each altered toll, rate, or charge the date on which it is 
to take effect.” 

Signed, by order of the Board of Trade, this twenty-fifth day 

of January 1889. 


Courtenay Boyle, 
Assistant Secretary (Railway Department). 
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ScnHiEDULE, 


Form or Notice or Increase or Tours, Rares, anp 
CiARGEs, 


The Railway and Canal Traffic Act, 1888. 
Tne [name of Company). 
Notice of Increase of Rates [Tolls and Charges). 


Notice is hereby giver, pursuant to the Railway and Canal 
Traffic Act, 1888, and the order of the Board of ‘lade there- 
under, dated the day of 1889, that 
the above-mentioned company intend to increase the under- 
mentioned of the rates* published in the books required by Act 
of Parliament to be kept for public inspection, to the extent 
and in the manner under-mentioned, and that the altered rates 
are to come into force on the [state a dute ut least fourteen days 
luter than the date of the notice). 


(Signed ) 
Dated the day of 1889, 


Alteration of Rates, 


[The alterations must be stated in the manner which is most 
convenient, having regard to the nature and number of the rates 
and the manner in which it is intended to alter them. | 


STATE OF THE SKILLED Lavour MARKET. 


The reports from the chief organised trades for the present 
month show that the temporary stoppages caused by holidays 
have ceased to affect the labour market. On the other hand, 
however, other seasonal causes have had a disturbing influence, 
and the building and other outdoor trades have suffered by reason 
of the bad and unsettled weather which has recently prevailed. 

With the exception of those industries thus affected, there is, 
therefore, nothing to prevent a clear view being taken of the 
general condition of the labour market, so far as it is covered by 
the reports received. 

The upward movement in wages in many trades has been con- 
tinued, and during the month there have been a few disputes 
and seme little friction arising therefrom, It is in the shipbuilding, 
boiler-making, iron-founding, and other branches of the engineer- 
ing trades in which this upward tendency has been principally 
exhibited. There can be no doubt that in those lines of industry 
the demand for labour is being well sustained, and the per-centage 
of men out of work is very little in excess of that shown during 


* If it is intended to alter tolls or charges this should be stated. 
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the prosperous times of 1882-83, when the production of these 
industries reached its highest development. It is therefore quite 
possible that with the opening out of spring the minimum point 
of the unemployed list may be again reached. This applies 
to all the shipbuilding and marine engine-building centres, but 
it is on the north-east coast where the largest amount of 
activity is displayed. In fact at the present time in that 
district and in these particular trades there are so few 
workmen unemployed that the proportion is not more than 
1 per cent., which is very little above the point of the busiest 
times. Wage rates are therefore rapidly coming back to the figures 
of 1882-83 in favoured districts. Of the societies representing the 
men engaged in these industries, seven have sent in returns 
indicating a total membership of 107,186, of which the proportion 
of unemployed is but 2°5 per cent. for the whole of the United 
Kingdom, as against 82 for the corresponding month of last 
year. 

Naturally the increased activity of these large industries has 
had ‘its effect on the general iron and coal trades, which are as a 
consequence well employed at better rates of pay than have 
prevailed for some years back. 

The building trades have suffered from seasonal causes, and 
the proportion of men out of work increased from 6 to 6:7 per 
cent. during January. 

This figure will have been enormously increased by the recent 
snow-fall, which has caused an almost entire suspension of building 
operations. In spite of the widely-distributed increase of employ- 
ment, the textile trades are but moderately affected by it as yet, 
and the proportion of those out of situations is not so low as 
might have been anticipated with so many other important 
interests in a state of high prosperity. The clothing and boot 
and shoe trades are also somewhat depressed, as their brisk season 
has not yet commenced. 

The printing trate made be said to be in its normal state for 
this period of the year, the figures being practically the same as 
for February of last year. 

In all 18 societies have reported, and these show a total 
membership of 237,908, of which 7,397 are out of work, a pro- 
portion of 3°1 percent. Last month the number of unemployed 
for these same societies was 7,725, a proportion of 3°3 per cent., so 
that even in the face of the worse returns from the building trades 
a fair improvement is manifested over the figures for January. 
The figures for February of last year gave an unemployed list of 
78 per cent., so that the change for the hetter on the whole year 
is very considerable. 


CERTIFICATES OF OrtGciIn FOR Exrvorts 10 ITALy, 


A communication, dated the 11th February, has been received 
from the Foreign Oftice, transmitting a despatch from the Italian 
Chargé d’Affaires in London, enclosing copy of a circular issued 
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by the Italian Embassy to Italian consular officers in the United 
Kingdom upon the subject of certificates of origin for British 
exports to Italy. The following is a translation of the circular in 
question :— 


“ Str, Italian Embassy, February 1889. 

“In order to attain uniformity in the issue of certificates 
of origin in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
the Royal Government has desired me to torward to you the 
foilowing series of rules for the guidance of your office : 

“1. Your office will supply, on demand, certificates of origin 
drawn up according to the regulations contained in the cireular 
of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 18th of March last, 
No. 30, together with an English translation. 

2. Stamped copies of such certificates will be supplied to your 
office from the Royal Embassy. You are requested to let me 
know as soon as possible approximately what number of copies 
you will require for a three months’ supply. If such certificates 
should run short, you will supply ordinary certificates, or 
certificates in manuscript, gratuitously. 

“3. The sum which your office may receive for any certificate 
of origin supplied must uot, in any case, exceed one farthing, the 
price of the stamp. For this purpose, you will keep an account 
with all the firms regularly trading with Italy If a single request 
is made, or only a few certificates are required, your office need 
make no charge. At the expiration of the three months you must 
remit the amounts received to the head office, which, after receiving 
the various amounts from all the other brauch offices under its 
jurisdiction, will forward the whole to the Embassy. 

“4, Your office will risé all the certificates of origin supplied by 
the competent English authorities which may be presented to it. 
There should be no charge for riséing. The formula of the risé 
should he in the ordinary form. 

“5. Your office has no power to refuse to supply or to risé a 
certificate of origin. In all cases which seem to you to be 
suspicious, er in which you reecive information to the effect that 
the declaration is false or inaccurate, and that the goods which 
are being forwarded to Italy are not of British origin, your duty 
is to communicate these particulars immediately to this Embassy. 
The letter of your office will be treated as a confidential document. 
The Embassy will, in no case, divulge from whom it obtains its 
information. 

“6, At the expiration of every three months, commencing with 
the 31st of March next, your office will draw up two statistical 
tables, one of all the certificates of origin, the other of all the 
visés which haye been supplied, These should be accompanied 
by a report containing any observations or complaints made by 
merchants. 

“7, Your office will publish in one of the most important 
newspapers within its jurisdiction a notice of the enclosed circular, 
and will forward to this Embassy the copy of the said newspaper 
which contains it. 
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“8. Your office, in writing to me to acknowledge the receipt 
of the present circular, is desired (if necessary) to make such 
observations with regard to any of the articles of this circular as 
it may deem it important to make. Such observations will be 
given full consideration, and your office will in due time receive a 
reply in full. 

“9. Finally, so far as concerns the issue of certificates of 
origin, your Royal Office will correspond directly with this 
Embassy, through the medium of which the Government wishes 
such instructions as may be received to be circulated. 

(Signed) The Chargé d’ Affaires,” 


The following is a copy of the certificate of origin as translated 
into English :— 

At the request of the firm of ; 
established in A 
it is certified that the goods herein described 


contained in 
marked , Nos. 
of the gross weight of kilos. . 
destined for the firm of ; 
in , per 
are of origin and precisely 
from the manufacture of 

in 

188 


The 

The following is a copy of the cireular forwarded by the 
Italian Embassy to Consuls or consular agents in the United 
Kingdom for insertion in the local newspapers. 

“ We are requested by the of IT.M. the 
King of Italy, to make it known, that in pursuance of instructions 
received from the Royal Italian Embassy in London, all certifi- 
cates of origin for goods intended for Italy can be obtained at the 
office of the , situated in Street, 
from a.m. to p-m., free of any charge if only a few 
certificates be occasionally required. One farthing, however, will 
be charged for each certificate (to cover cost of printing), should 
certificates be regularly required by firms trading with Italy. 
Certificates issued by competent English authorities will be 
viséd at the Italian Consulates (or consular agencies) free of 
any charge whatsoever. The certificates are issued in English 
and in Italian.” 

The Italian Chargé d’Affaires, in forwarding the above enclo- 
sures, points out that in the case of any British merchant being 
called upon to pay any fee whatsoever, or finding the least 
difficulty in obtaining a certificate of origin from an Italian 
official, or having any other complaint or remark to make, he 
should address himself to the Italian Embassy in London, when 
the matter will be carefully inquired into. 
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I.—QUARANTINE NOTICES. 


PORTUGAL. 

The following is « copy of a telegram, dated 21st January, 
from Her Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon :—*“ Philippine Islands 
declared free from cholera from 12th October last.” 

A telegram, dated 31st January, from Her Majesty's Minister 
at Lisbon, says :— Surabaya declared to be infected with cholera, 
* and all other ports in Java and Dutch Possessions in Oceania 
* suspected.” 


SPAIN. 

The following is a copy of a telegram, dated 27th January, 
from Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Madrid:—« Quarantine on 
“ arrivals from Santa Cruz de la Palma, Canary Islands, has been 
discontinued.” 


GIBRALTAR, 

The following is a copy of a telegram, dated 22nd January, 
from Her Majesty’s Governor of Gibraltar :—* Board of Health 
decided free pratique may be granted ships from ports between 
the equator and 35 degrees south lat., provided they have been 


17 days out, have clean bills of health, and healthy condition 
on board.” 


EGyrr. 
A telegram, dated 13th January, from Her Majesty’s Consul 


at Alexandria, says :—‘ Quarantine imposed here on arrivals from 
> ” 
sombay. 


(QQURENSLAND. 

The following is a copy of a telegram, dated 24th January, 
from the Officer Administering the Government of Queensland :— 
Last mail steamer arrived, Taroba brought immigrants in quaran- 
tine scarlet fever since released fresh arrivals of cases have 
occurred four mail steamers arriving have been placed in 
quarantine during last 12 months. 


UruGuay. 

A. despatch, dated 24th December last, from Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Monte Video, states that the sanitary observation 
hitherto imposed on all vessels arriving from the Canary Islands 
has been removed. 
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Iil.—POST OFFICE NOTICES, 
Money Orpers on Beterum. (CHANGE OF SYSTEM.) 


On and after the Ist of February, money orders payable in 
Belgium were not, as heretofore, to be forwarded to the payees, 
but should be retained by the remitters es receipts for the amounts 
paid in. Payment will in every case be effected on an internal 
order to be issued by the Brussels Post Office and despatched to 
the money order oftice nearest to the residence of the payee. 


Mats ror Brazit By PAcKer. 


Information has been received that the French steamers leaving 
Bordeaux on the 5th of each month will, for the present, land 
mails for Rio de Janeiro, on the outward voyage, at the quaran- 
tine station at Ilha Grande. 

Under these circumstances, mails for Rio de Janeiro will again 
be made up in London, as usual, on the evening of the 3rd and 
morning of the 5th of each month, for conveyance by these 
steamers from Bordeaux and Lisbon respectively, or on the 
evening previous to either of those dates when such date falls on 
a Sunday. 


Foreign Parcen Post. (ComMpENSATION FoR Loss AND 
DAMAGE OF PARCELS.) 
Compensation, 

In future the Postmaster-General will (not in consequence of 
any legal liability, but voluntarily, and as an act of grace), 
subject to the rules herein-after mentioned, give compensation for 
the loss and damage of parcels sent by Parcel Post between the 
United Kingdom and the following foreign countries (including 
the British Possession, Heligoland) respectively, to the respective 
amounts set above their names, that is to say :— 


Twelve Sh lings. 


Algeria, vid France. 

Argentine Republic. 

Azores. 

Austria-Hungary. 

Bosnia. 

Bulgaria. 

Cameroons. 

Chili. 

Corsica. 

Denmark. 

Egypt, Brindisi. 

France. 

French Colonies and Depen- 
dencies. 

Germany. 

Greek Ports. 

Heligoland. 


Herzegovina. 

Italy (including Assab and 
Massowah). 

Little Popo. 

Madeira. 

Novi Bazar. 

Portugal. 

Roumania, 

Spain. 

Servia. 

Sweden. 

Switzerland. 

Tripoli. 

Tunis. 

Ports and places in Turkey, 
vid, France (see List). 
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Twenty Shillings. 


Belgium. Dutch Possessions in the Kast 
Beyrout. Indies. 
Colombia, Republic of. Egypt, by sea direct. 
Congo Free State. Luxemburg, Grand Dueliy of. 
Constantinople, by vea direct. | Netherlands. 
Costa Rica. Norway. 
Danish Possessions in the Smyrna, by sea direct. 
West Indies. Tangier, vid Gibraltar. 


The term “ United Kingdom” includes the Channel Islands 
and the Isle of Man. 

No legal liability to give compensation in respect of any 
parcel will attach to the Postmaster-General, either personally 
or in his official capacity. Accordingly the decision ef the 
Postmaster-General as to all questions of compensation will be 
final, 

Subject to these conditions, the following rules will regulate 
the giving of compensation. 


Rules as to Compensation.— Posting and Packing of Parcels, 


1. The parcel must be posted in the manner prescribed for the 
posting of parcels by the regulations for the time being, and the 
postage must be prepaid. 

2. A certificate of posting should be obtained from the officer 
receiving the parcel. ‘This certificate must be filled up by the 
sender, and then signed and stamped by the officer of the Post 
Oifice receiving the parcel. 

3. The contents of the pareel must be securely packed and 
enclosed in a reasonably strong case, wrapper, or cover, securely 
fastened, and of a nature calculated to preserve the contents from 
less or damage in the post, and in accordance with the regulations 
in force as to packing, 


General Conditions. 


4, No compensation will be given in respect of— 

(1.) A parcel containing any prohibited article. 

(2.) A parcel which has been delivered to the addressee, 
and in respect of which no complaint has been made 
at the time of delivery. 

5. In every case it must appear that the loss or damage did 
not arise wholly or in part by the fault of the sender, and that it 
occurred while the parcel was in the post. 

6. The compensation given will in no case exceed the value of 
the article lost or the damage sustained. 

7. The Postmaster-General will in every case either of loss or 
damage, if he thinks fit, reinstate the contents of a parcel instead 
of giving pecuniary compensation. 
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8. Where compensation is given for the loss of a parcel, or of 
any article contained therein, the Postmaster-General will reserve 
the right to retain and dispose, as he thinks fit, of the parcel 
or any such article, in case it should subsequently come into his 
hands. 

9. In no case will the Postmaster-General give compensation 
for injury or damage consequent upon the loss or damage of a 
parcel, or any article contained therein. 

10. Without prejudice to any of the preceding rules, the 
Postmaster-General will, if he thinks fit, refuse to give compen- 
sation for loss or damage on any ground on which «a common 
carrier might in like case claim exemption from legal liability. 


Claims for Compensation. 


11. Every application for compensation— 


(1.) Should be made either on a form to be obtained at 
any Post Office, in which ease it should be handed 
to the postmaster, or by letter addressed to the 
Secretary of the Post Office; and 

(2.) Should be made without unnecessary delay. 

12. The certificate of posting should be produced when 
required. 

13. Where the application relates to the damage of a parcel, or 
to the damage or loss of any article contained therein, the parcel 
shouid be retained for inspection as nearly as possible in the state 
in which it was delivered. 

14. Where a parcel when delivered bears signs of injury, the 
recipient must call attention 10 the fact of such injury at the 
time of delivery, and should, if possible, open the parcel in the 
presence of an officer of the Post Office. 


15 No application for compensation in respect of any parcel 
will be entertained unless made within 12 months of the date of 
the posting of the parcel. 


N.B.—The foregoing rules will govern the giving of compen- 
sation for loss or damage of foreign parcels while under the 
control of the Postmaster-General. In the case of parcels lost or 
damaged while under the control of a foreign administration, the 
Postmaster-General will endeavour to obtain compensation for 
the senders under similar regulations. 
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IV.—TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS 
REGULATIONS. 


Tariff Changes. 


Note—Kilogramme = 2°204 lbs. avoir, Finnish Markkaa=100 
penni = 

A despatch, dated the 23rd January last, has been received 
from Sir R. B. D. Morier, Her Majesty's Ambassador at 
St. Petersburg, enclosing copy of a report from the British Vice- 
Consul at Helsingfors, reporting the following changes in the 
Finnish Customs tariff :— 

A duty of 47 marks per 100 kilogrammes has been imposed by 
the Imperial Finnish Senate on all artificial butter imported into 
Finland from Russia, and artificial butter imported into Finland 
from any other country is subject to double the above rate or 
94 marks per 100 kilogs. 

The duty on Chilian saltpetre has been reduced from 90 penni 
per 100 kilogs. to 20 penni per 100 kilogs. 


SWEDEN. 
Regulations affecting Imports of Cattle. 


A despatch, dated the 24th January last, has been received from 
the Hon. Sir F. Plunkett, Her Majesty’s Minister at Stockholm, 
enclosing copy and translation of a notice issued by the Swedish 
Board of Trade, stating that cattle, sheep, goats, horses, &c., may 
be imported by sea at the following places, viz.:—Helsingborg, 
Hernésand, Kongelf, Landskrona, Lule’, Malmé, Stockholm, and 
Sundsyall. 


SWITZERLAND. 
Classification of Articles in Customs Tariff. 
Note.—Quintal = 2204 lbs. avoirdupois. Frane = 

The following decisions affecting the classification of articles in 
the Swiss Customs Tariff were given by the Swiss Customs autho- 
rities during the month of November last :— 

Kephir, Koumy.—Category 9. Duty, 10 franes per quintal. 

Glycerine cream, perfumed.—Category 13. Duty, 70 franes 
per quintal. 

“ Hydroleine ” (soda calcined and with the addition of a little 
soap).—Category 18. Duty, 2 francs per quintal. 

* Poliment ” (mixture of aluminium, soluble glass and ground 
graphite).—Category 30. Duty, 60 cents per quintal. 
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Restoring black ” ( Restitutionsschwdrze) in bottles, flasks, &c., 
for restoring the colour of woollen stuffs, felt hats, &¢.—Category 
38. Duty, 16 franes per quintal. 

Willow-branches (Weidenstecken, Weidenstecklinge, Weiden- 
sticker, Beinsticher), shoots from two to four years, lopped and 
cut at their thickest extremity, stripped or not; fagots for th e 
construction of river dams; telegraphic posts, tarred or not, 
simply barked, without other preparation, that is to say, neither 
pointed nor tarred, without hook or any accessory whatsoever.— 
Category 53. Duty, 20 centimes per quintal. 

Sheet-iron, varnished.--- Category 124. Duty, 3 franes per 
quintal. 

Tron nails with head of any other metal.—Category 151a. 
Duty, 20 franes per quintal. 

Cinnamon flowers (cinnamon cloves).—Category 219. Duty, 
15 franes per quintal. 

Fibres of China nettle (Chinayras, Chinesisches Gras, T'schu- 
ma, Rameh, Rheahanf, Nesselhanf), as well as yarns and tissues 
made of this textile material, are, in all their forms, assimilated to 
hemp in Categories 293 to 312. 

Pads for stopping doors and windows.—Category 306. Duty, 
12 frances per quintal. 

Cotton shirts with collar, front, and cuffs of linen cloth.— 
Category 358. Duty, 70 franes per quintal. 

Feather-boas (boas of spun silk, interlaced in the form of 
chenilla); cotton tissue, sewn, in the piece. — Category 361. 
Duty, 30 franes per quintal. 

Antipyrine.—Category 9a. Duty, 7 franes per quintal. 

Petroleum casks, used.—Category 54a. Duty, 70 cents per 
quintal. 

Sheet-iron must pay duty at 60 centimes according to Cate- 
gory 121, or at 3 francs according to Category 124, without dis- 
tinguishing between rough plate, nickeled-plate, zinced, leaded, 
&e., and whatever the form of the sheets may be. Plate-iron, round 
or elliptical, is not consequently subject to a higher duty, unless 
the sheet is evidently cut or stamped for a particular object, 
such as the manufacture of boxes, Ge. For sheets not rectangular 
the average width is taken. 

Zinc-plate, nickeled.—Category 145. Duty, 1 fr. 50 cts. per 
quintal. 

Cotton stuffs for curtains, cut out, with plait or galoon sewn on 
one of the long sides or on both, and fitted.—Category 358. 
Duty, 60 franes per yuintal. (When they are not fitted they must 
pay duty as the tissues.) 

Porcelain insulators. --- Category 407. Duty, 2 francs per 
quintal. 

Porcelain powder. Category 414. Duty, 16 francs per quintal. 
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PORTUGAL. 


Prohibition of Export and Sale of Arms in East African 
Possessions, 


The French Moniteur Officiel du Commerce for the 10th January 
last states that the French Minister for Foreign Affairs has received 
notification that the Portuguese Government has forbidden the 
re-exportation or sale of arms of all kinds within the districts of 
Cape Delgado, Mozambique, Angoche, Quilimane, Sofala, and 
Inhambane ; and has declared to be in a state of blockade all ports 
of the East Coast of Africa, and of the adjacent islands, between 
10° 28’ latitude south (the mouth of the Rovuma) and 12° 28’ 
(the extremity of the southern point of the Bay of Pemba), so 
far as regards the importation of arms and munition, and the 
exportation of slaves. 


ITALY. 


Customs Treatment of Articles of lron, 


In accordance with a recent decision of the Italian Director- 
General of Customs, articles of iron which may have received a 
colouring (washing) not strongly adhesive, clearly intended to 
preserve the articles from rust during the journey to Italy, must 
not be considered as varnished. If, however, the colouring 
(washing) is strongly adhesive, and destined to remain and form 
the first coating of the varnishing to which they shall be finally 
subjected, the iron manufactures must be considered as varnished. 


(FREECE. 


Regulations for Prevention of Introduction of Phylloxera. 


A despatch, dated the 19th December last, has been received 
from Sir E. Monson, Her Majesty’s Minister at Athens, enclosing 
translation of a decree, dated the 14th December, concerning the 
neasures taken by the Greek Government to prevent the intro- 
duction of phylloxera into that country. The following is a 
copy of the translation in question :— 

Art. I. It is absolutely forbidden to import from abroad :— 

1°, Trees and plants and any portions of them while fresh, 
namely, branches, leaves, flowers, and fruits ; 

2°. Potatoes ; 

3°, Madder; 

4°, Rushes (for the manufactvre of mats) ; 

5°. Wood for fuel ; 

6°. Earth and gravel used as ballast in ships ; 
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7°. Acorns used in tanneries, gallnuts and bark of oak trees 
and acacias ; and 
8°. Straw and hay, with the exception of that imported as 
wrappers of merchandise. 
Art. II]. The importation of brooms* is forbidden from 
Ist August to the end of April in the following year. 


Art. III. The importation of the following articles is forbidden 
from countries infected with phylloxera, namely, Australia, 
America, Africa, Asia Minor, and all the States of [Europe with 
the exception of Belgium, Holland, Denmark, Sweden, and 
Norway :— 

1°. Of fleshy roots ; 

2°, OF bulbs ; 

3°, Of mushrooms (truffles) ; and 
4°, Of vegetable or mixed manure. 

The importation of the above-mentioned is permitted from 
countries not visited by the phylloxera, namely, Belgium, Holland, 
Denmark, Sweden, and Norway, and the Asiatic coast of the 
Persian Gulf as far as the Yellow Sea, upon the certificate by 
the proper Greek consular authority, or, in default of such, the 
consular authority of a foreign power, that the articles above- 
mentioned are the produce of the above-mentioned countries. 


Art. IV. The importation of fir-tree bark is permitted only 
through the Port of Syra, and when transported there in sailing 
vessels, under the following conditions :— 

1°. As soon as the owner of a cargo of fir-tree bark shall 
deliver to the sanitary authority the consular manifest 
and the declaration of importation, the above-mentioned 
authority shall place the ship under observation and 
inform, without delay, the Prefect of the Cyclades and 
the Customs collector of Syra ; 

2°. The bark, before being discharged, shall be disinfected in 
a remote part of the port of Syra, to be fixed by the 
Prefect, after hearing the opinion of the Customs 
collector, the harbour master, and the health officer, 
by soaking it in the sea, for 20 days, in sacks or 
barges , 

3°. The disinfection shall be performed under the surveil- 
lance of an agriculturist and proper guards, to be 
employed by the Prefect ; 

4°. The payment, travelling expenses, and compensation 
of the agriculturist, as well as the wages of the guards, 
shall be paid in advance by the owners of the bark 
thus disinfected, at a rate fixed by the Prefect. 

Art. V. The transfer of fir-tree bark, acorns, or gallnuts 
destined for abroad, from a sailing vessel or steamer to another 
sailing vessel or steamer shall be permitted at the port of Syra. 


* Brooms used in Grecce are made of vegetable substances. 
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If the sailing vessel or steamer is not in port at the time, 
permission shall be given for the above-mentioned article to be 
placed in barges till the arrival of the ship. 

Art. VI. Trangressions of any of the provisions in the present 
deeree shall be liable to a penalty, in accordance with Article 2, 
of the law* concerning phylloxera. 

Avt. VII. The Royal Deerees, dated sth February and 27th 
November 1880, 23rd May 1881, 12th June and Sth and 13th 
July 1885, and 21st July and 13th August 1888, are abrogated. 


Turkey. 
Construction of Customs Warehouse at Salonica, 


The Revue de ?Orient states that a large entrepdt is beng 
constructed, for the reception of goods in transit, close to the 
Custom house of the city of Salonica. 


Prohibition of Export of Cereals from Trebizonde. 


The French Journal Officiel for the 18th January last, states that, 
acting on a report from the Governor-General of Trebizonde, the 
Council of Turkish Ministers has decided that the export of cereals 
from the harbours of the vilayet of Trebizonde is for the present 
interdicted, Only the districts of Passiular and Heus are 
authorised to export for the sandjak of Mouch 40,000 seniks of 
corn. 


JNITED STATES. 
Customs Decisions. 


The following decisions affecting the classification of articles 
in the Customs Tariff and the application of the Customs Law 
of the United States, have recently been given by the United 
States Customs authorities :— 

So called “ almond meal,” recommended for refreshing, softening, 
and beautifying the skin, is dutiable as a toilet preparation, under 
T. 9. 

Treasury Department’s decision of October 27, 1888, on com- 
positions of glass or paste, when set, applies to glass balls of 
various sizes and colours fitted with brass screws for combs; and 
glass ornaments of various forms and colours, intended for 
trimming ladies’ garments ; and round pieces of glass of various 
colours, one surface of which is flat and the other convex and 


* The law in question, passed on the 22nd January 1880, punishes transgressions 
of regulations against phylloxera by an imprisonment of from one to 15 months 
and a fine of from 50 to 500 drachmas. 
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faceted, intended for ornamenting stoves, windows, gas-fixtures 
&e. 

So-called violin-rests, which consist of chin-rests and pads, are 
not completed indispensable parts of violins, and are not dutiable 
as parts of musical instruments, but, being composed in part of 
metal, were properly classified under T. I., 216. 

Porpoise shoe-laces are dutiable, under the provision for all 
manufactures and articles of leather,” in T, I. 463. 

Window-glass, flashed and partly coloured, the colouring of 
which does not prevent the free transmission of light, is dutiable 
as window-glass under T. I, 158, and not as stained glass under 
T. I, 143. 

Certain automatic machines containing metallic clockwork, and 
which are used for the sale and distribution of chocolate, are 
dutiable as manufactures in part of metal, under T. I., 216. 

Hooks and eyes coated with Japan varnish, and tinned and 
coated with lacquer, are not commercially known as japanned 
ware or as plated or gilt articles, and are dutiable as manufactures 
of metal, under T. 1., 216. 

Certain Odd Fellows’ shields, 18 by 19 inches in dimensions, 
with various devices and lettering worked thereon in plush and 
metal, the groundwork being of the same materials, are held to be 
dutiable, under T. I., 216, as manufactures in part of metal, and 
not under T. I., 427, as galloons, laces, &ec., of gold, silver, or other 
metal. 

Theatrical stage scenery is dutiable, under the provision in 
T. I, 470, for “ paintings, in oil or water-colours.” 

Certain lemon squeezers, composed of glazed porcelain, wood, 
and metal, the porcelain being the component material of chief 
value, are held to be dutiable at the rate of 55 per cent. ad valorem, 
under T. I., 126. 

Certain papier maché “ scholars’ companions,” intended to be 
used by school children for carrying pencils, are held to be 
dutiable, under T. 1, 390, for © al! other fancy boxes,” at the rate 
of 35 per cent. ad valorem. 

Natural moss dried, and dyed green, is dutiable at the ni of 
10 per cent. ad valorem, under the in T. 94, for 
“mosses * * * adv anced in value or condition by ahaa or 
grinding, or by other process of manufaciure.” 

So-called “h ashisch,” which is not the crude drug known to 
commerce by that name, but is a preparation of Indian hemp, 
used medicinally, is duti: ible at the rate of 25 per cent. ad valorem, 
under T. I., 93; and so-called “ Butyr-cacao,” an expressed oil, is 
dutiable at the same rate under T. T., 92. 

Certain steel clasps, with small steel chains attached for orna- 
mentation, used in the manufacture of purses, are dutiable as 
manufactures of steel, under T. I., 216. 

The cost for transporting woollens from Huddersfield to London 
and return, for the purpose of being shrunk, forms part of the 
dutiable value of the goods, and cannot be deducted on invyeice or 


entry. 
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A game entitled “The Merry Multiplication Table,” which 
consists of lithographic pictures printed on card-hoard, is dutiable 
as a “toy,” under ‘T. 425. 

Imitation jet ornaments of various forms and sizes, which are 
intended to be used in trimming ladies’ garments, are held to be 
dutiable at the rate of 25 per cent. ad valorem, under the 
provision in Schedule N. (T. L, 458), for “jet, manufactures 
and imitations of,’ and not as compositions of glass or paste, 
when not set.” 

Linen canvas, although punched with holes at distances varying 
from 114 to 124 inches apart, and which may be fit in that 
condition for use for various purposes, is not entitled to entry as 
button-material, under the provision of Schedule L. (T. [., 382). 

Pieces of pine boards, tongued and grooved, and intended for 
use as end-pieces for boxes, are not classifiable under the provision 
in Schedule D. for “ packing-box shooks,” but are held to be 
dutiable at the rate of 35 per cent. ad valorem, under the further 
provision in said schedule (T. [., 253), for “manufactures of 
wood.” 

Field-grasses, wired and bunched, are held to be dutiable at the 
rate of 20 per cent. a/ ralorem, as non-enumerated manufactured 
articles under section 2513, Revised Statutes, as contained in the 
Act of March 3, 1883, in accordance with the Treasury Depart- 
ment’s ruling of February 26, 1887. 

Paper bands for envelopes and paper borders, ornamentally 
printed in colours, are held to be dutiable at the rate of 25 per 
cent. ad ralorem, under the provision of Schedule M. (T. T., 384), 
for “ printed matter.” 

Asbestos, manufactured or unmanufactured, cannot be classified 
under the provision in the free list, T. I., 754, for “ paper stock,” 
inasmuch as the substance is otherwise specially provided for, as 
follows: when manufactured, under Schedule A. (T. 1., 39), and 
when unmanutactured, under the free list, ‘T. L., 598. 

Mosquito-net, ranging from 90 to 108 inches in width, and 
Hamburg net, are, in accordance with the decision of the United 
States circuit court for the southern district of New York, in the 
suit of Claflin against Robertson, held to be not the cotton “ laces ” 
specitied in Schedule [. (‘T. 1, 325), but to be dutiable at the rate 
of 35 per cent. a/ valorem, under the further provision in said 
Schedule (T. [., 324), for “ all manufactures of cotton, not specially 
enumerated or provided for,’ and the Treasury Department, by 
the advice of the United States Attorney-General, acquiesces in 
such decision. ‘Treasury Department’s ruling of May 27,1884, of 
a contrary tenor, is modified accordingly. 

Granite sawn to a uniform thickness, nearly as smooth as that 
which is dressed with drills or stone-cutters’ picks, and suitable 
for immediate use in many ways, is held to be dutiable at the rate 
of 20 per cent. ad valorem, under the last clause in paragraph 487 
(Schedule N.), as dressed granite. 

Cigarettes imported in packages of one hundred, which is a 
legal package under the existing statute, cannot be repacked in 
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bonded warehouse into packages containing a less number, 
inasmuch as such repacking is not necessary for the preservation 
of the goods. 

Certain so-called brass pins, consisting of short lengths of brass 
wire about one and seven-eighths inches in lengths, which are 
used in the manufacture of rivets for watch cases, are, under the 
decision of United States circuit court for the eastern district of 
Pennsylvania, and by the advice of the United States Attorney- 
General, held to be dutiable at the rate of 25 per cent. ad 
valorem, as ‘ watch materials,” under T. 1, 494; and Treasury 
Department’s ruling of May 25, 1888 (Synopsis 8862) of a 
contrary tenor is reversed, 

“‘ Benedictine,” « cordial for use as a beverage, which contains 
spirits, and is not accompanied by the usual distinguishing marks 
of a proprietary preparation, is held to be dutiable at the rate of 
2 dols. per gallon, and 3 cents per bottle, under Schedule H. 

A substance, consisting of «a mixture of caustic soda and lime, 
is held to be dutiable at the rate of 25 per cent. ad ralorem, under 
the provision in Schedule A. (T. I., 92), for chemical salts not 
provided for by name ; and certain powdered copper, which is not 
the “regulus ” or black or coarse copper of commerce, but consists 
of metallic copper reduced probably by chemical agencies, is 
held to be dutiable at the rate of 45 per cent. ad ralorem, under 
the provision in Schedule ©. (T. 1, 216), for manufactures of 
copper. 

Paintings enamelled on metal for jewellers’ use, consisting of 
small round and oval plates of metal, on one surface of which are 
various designs in painted enamels, are held to be dutiable at the 
rate of 25 per cent. ad valorem, under the provision in Schedule M. 
(T. I., 459), for “jewellery of all kinds,” and the principle 
enunciated in Treasury Department’s ruling of March 5, 1884, 

Woollen piano and table covers are held to be dutiable 
according to value per pound, at the rates prescribed in Schedule 
K. (T. L, 362), for “ all manufactures of wool of every description, 
made wholly or in part of wool.” 

Aromatic cachous for perfuming the breath are not medicinal 
preparations within the meaning of Schedule A. (T. I., 93), but 
are held to be dutiable at the rate of 50 per cent. ad valorem, 
under the further provision in Schedule A. (T. I., 99), for “ toilet 
preparations.” 

A publication known as “ Father Christmas,” published by the 
Illustrated London News Company, the “Children’s Christmas 
number of the Illustrated London News,” is held to be exempt 
from duty under the provision in the free list for “ newspapers 
and periodicals.” 

A propeller-wheel brought into a United States port by a 
foreign vessel for the purpose of being placed in position on the 
vessel for use as part of her machinery, is held to be subject to 
duty under the existing tariff Acts. 

Leather belts for ladies’ use, consisting of fancy belts made of 
leather and bronzed metal, the metal portion being heavy fasten- 
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ings and slides or keepers, which are important features, are held 
to be dutiable, under the rule prescribed in section 2499 of the 
Revised Statutes, and the provisions of Schedule C. (T. I, 216). 

A commodity styled “ beet-root ashes,” which upon investiga- 
tion was found not to be the beet-root ashes of commerce, which 
is designated in the free list, but to be a manufactured product 
composed of about 80 per cent. of crude potash, is held to be 
dutiable at the rate of 20 per cent. ad valorem, under the provi- 
sion in Schedule A. (T. I., 63), for “crude potash.” 

So-called aluminium bronze-powder, which was found to consist 
of a powder composed wholly of aluminium, which is commercially 
known as “aluminium powder,” is held to be dutiable at the rate 
of 45 per cent. ad valorem, under the provision in Schedule C. 
(T. I., 216), for “manufactures, articles, or wares * * * * 
composed wholly or in part of metal.” 

Certain so-called  electro-homeopathic star-marked remedies,” 
which have a trade-mark and are recommended as specifics for 
various diseases, are held to be dutiable at the rate of 50 per cent. 
ad valorem, under the provisions in Schedule A. (T. I., 99), for 
“ proprietary preparations.” 

Certain frames, composed of metal and wood, the metal portion 
being of material importance in the construction of the frames as 
well as of considerable value, are held to be dutiable at the rate 
of 45 per cent. ad valorem, under the provisions of Schedule C. 
(T. I., 216), for “ manufactures of metal.” 

So-called “ silk button coverings,” which, in fact, consist of silk 
covers used in the manufacture of ornaments to be worn on 
women’s cluaks and dresses, and which are not, in any sense, the 
button covers of commerce, and not known as button material, are 
held to be dutiable at the rate of 50 per cent. ad valorem, under 
the provisions of Schedule L. (T. I., 383), for “manufactures of 
silk.” 

Certain so-called gypsum or sulphate of lime, which upon in- 
vestigation was found to consist of alabaster in blocks, assimilatin 
to marble in appearance and uses to which applied, it being “| 
for columns, stairways, counters, We., in large buildings which 
require strength and endurance, and also being capable of re- 
ceiving a polish equal to marble, the same not being specifically 
provided for, and not being building or monumental stone, is held, 
by assimilation, to be dutiable at the rates prescribed for marble, 
in Schedule N. (T. I., 467), under the rule laid down in section 
2499 of the Revised Statutes. 


Amendment of Regulations affecting Shipments for Drawback. 


The following is a copy of a circular recently issued by the 
Treasury Department of the United States amending Article 976 
of the General Regulations of 1884 relating to certain shipments 
for drawback. The following is a copy of the circular in 
question : 

A 57342. Cc 
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Article 976 of the General Regulations of 1884 is hereby 
amended to read as follows :— 

“ Article 976.—On entries of manufactured articles, except 
bottled beer, and combination bag and salt entries, shipped from 
the port at which entry is made directly to a foreign port by sea, 
and upon which the amount of drawback claimed shall not exceed 
100 dollars, the bond specified in Article 968 will not be required 
at or before the clearance of the exporting vessel; but the ex- 
porters in such cases may deposit with the collector an original 
bill of lading, or a copy thereof, with the words ‘ Not negotiable. 
Lor Custom house purposes only. No other copy has been issued, 
written across its face, and countersigned by the person issuing 
the bill; provided that the said bill or copy, and in case the ex- 
portation was made by preliminary entry, the formal entry with 
manufacturers’ affidavit shall be filed within twenty days after 
clearance of the exporting vessel; and provided further, that in 
case the merchandise covered by the entry shall be weighable or 
gaugeable, certified bill of weights shall be filed, and the weigher’s 
or gauger’s fees paid thereon within the said 20 days. 

“In case of failure to comply with either of the above pro- 
visions, the exporter shall execute the bond specified in said 
Article 968 within five days after written notice has been mailed 
to him. 

“In case of failure to execute the bond within the said five 
days, application for relief, setting forth under oath the cause of 
such failure, may be forwarded to the Secretary of the ‘Treasury 
through the collector of the port of exportation. 

“ This amended regulation will take effect on January 1, 1889.” 


PERU. 


Exemption of Coal from Import Duty. 


A report, dated the 11th December last, has been received 
from Mr. George G. Wilson, Acting British Consul at Callao, 
enclosing copy and translation of a decree issued by the Grovern- 
ment at Lima on the 29th November last, by which coal on 
importation into Peru is exempted from payment of fiscal duty. 
Coal, however, which is embarked or discharged by the Muelle y 
Darsena (Dock Co.) of Callao continues to pay the impost of 
20 cents per ton, in conformity with clause 24 of the contract 
made by the Government with the said company. 


JAPAN. 
Abolition of Export Duties on certain Articles. 


A despatch, dated the 27th December last, has been received 
from the Hon. P. H. Le Poer Trench, Her Majesty's Chargé 
d’Affaires at Tokio, enclosing translation of an Imperial ordinance 
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promulgated on the 18th December abolishing from the lst Ja- 
nuary 1889 the export duty on drugs and certain other articles, 
and stating that in the event of a re-imposition of the duty : 
notice of six months will be given. The following is a list of the 
articles, as contained in the translation in question : — 

Drugs (camphor excepted), prepared medicines, dye-stuffs, 

colours, glue, isinglass, candles, Japanese ink and similar articles, 
ink pads, washing-pow der, soap, tooth-powder, and blacking, 
medical and scientific instruments, perfumery, articles for the 
toilet. 

Woven goods, worsted goods, plaited goods, thread for em- 
broidery, braiding, and netting, fishing-lines, catgut, cords, rope. 

Waste paper. 

Timber, blocks, and boards (manufactured), metal wires, nails, 
tin-foil, and sheet-metal, gems, stamp-blocks, glasses, amber, mica, 
asbestos, stones, earth, sand, deposits of thermal springs. 

Ashes, cement, coke, charcoal-balls, lamp-black, charcoal, fuel. 

Wild cocoons, wild cocoon silk, cotton, flax, bark, roots, ears of 
grain, grain-stalks, flowers, and gum of plauts or trees, hechima, 
bamboo wares, bamboo bark, palm fibre, leaves of sago palm. 

Persimmon juice, bird lime, bran, moxa, oakum, powdered 
gallnuts. 

Cereals, vegetables, fruits, garden and potted trees, saplings, 
seeds. 

Foods made of grain, vegetables, fruits, stems, roots, &c., canned 
and bottled foods. 

Mushrooms (Shi‘take excepted). 

Confectionery, spirits, vinegar, soy, oils, prepared spices, oil 
cake. 

Beasts, birds, insects, eggs, meats, fat, cheese, butter, honey. 

Bone, horns, feathers, fur, shells, tendons, teeth, hoofs, fish roe, 
whalebone, coral, pearls, live fish, Au/su-obushi (dried bonito), 

Seaweed (cut hombu kanten jelly, weed used for making 
tukoroten, excepted). 


CANADA. 


Customs Decisions. 


Orders of his Excellency the Governor-General of Canada in 
Council have recently been published in the Canada Gazette, 
giving the following decisions with respect to imports into 
Canada :— 


Musical Instruments Re-exported.—Musical instruments, being 
the property of companies of musicians entering Canada for the 
purpose of giving public concerts, shall in all cases be entered for 
duty in accordance with law, and the Minister of Customs may 
grant a refund of 90 per cent. of the duty so paid on being fully 
satisfied that the said instruments have been duly re- exported, 
provided that such re-exportation takes place within one month 
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of the date of such import entry, and that the said instruments 
have been duly identified at the time of making export entry of 
the same by an officer of Customs. 

Any collector of Customs may permit any musical instrument 
to be imported and used on not more than two occasions, within 
the limits of his own port, under such precautions or provisions 
as he may consider necessary to secure the due exportation thereof 
immediately after such use, but no instrument or instruments so 
admitted shall be allowed to be removed to any other port, unless 
the above conditions have been complied with. 


Spring Steel Wire—The provisions of the Order in Council 
dated 18ti July 1887, declaring that “ Homo spring steel wire, 
** coppered or tinned smaller than No. 9 and not smaller than 
“ No. 15 wire gauge, when imported by manufacturers of 
‘* mattresses for use in their own factories, should be free of 
“ duty until the end of the ensuing session of Parliament,” 
is continued in force and extended, so as to authorise the free 
entry of such wire, subsequent to the date of the expiry of the 
Order herein referred to, when imported and intended for use 
for the purposes mentioned in such Order. 

Vermouth Bitters or Vermouth Wine.—Vermouth bitters or 
Vermouth wine is dutiable as bitters or cordial under item 425 of 
the tariff at 1°90 dollars per imperial gallon. 


St. Luctra. 


Increase of ad valorem Duty on Imports. 


A despatch, dated the 5th January last, has been received from 
the Colonial Secretary of St. Lucia, forwarding a copy of the 
** Customs Tariff Amendment Ordinance, 1888,” under which the 
rate of ad valorem duty on imported goods is raised from 10 per 
cent. to 15 per cent. 


St. CurisToPHer-NEVIs. 


Abolition of Export Duties. 


A communication, dated the 2nd January last, has been 
received from the Acting President of St. Christopher-Nevis, 
transmitting a letter from the Treasurer setting forth that an 
ordinance abolishing the export duties heretofore leviable in the 
Presidency of St. Christopher-N evis was proclaimed law on the 
31st December last. 
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TASMANIA, 


New Customs Tariff: 


On page 32 of the last number of the Board of Trade Journal, 
the rate of Customs duty on the importation of mustard into 
Tasmania was, owing to a misprint, given as 2s, per lb. ; the figures 
should have been 2d. and not 2s. 


GRENADA, 


Tariff Changes 


Two ordinances (Nos. 15 and 16 of 1888) have recently been 
issued by the Governor of Grenada, by and with the advic2 and 
consent of the Legislative Council of that island, the first of 
which (No. 15 of 1888), provides that during the year 1889 a 
duty of 74 per cent. ad valorem is fixed on all goods, wares, and 
merchandise imported into the Colony not specifically mentioned 
in the tariff of import duties contained in Schedule A. to “ The 
Import Duties Ordinance, 1881,” nor contained in the schedule to 
“The Import Duties Amending Ordinance, 1887.” The second 
ordinance referred to above (No. 16 of 1888) suspends the 
payment of export duties for 1889. 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 


Regulations affecting Trade_between above Colonies. 


A communication, dated the 6th February last, has beea 
received from the Colonial Office, transmitting copy of a despatch 
from the Governor of Trinidad, enclosing copies of the rules made 
by him for carrying into effect the provisions of clauses 30, 31, 32, 
and 33 of the Order in Council of the 17th November last, uniting 
the colonies of ‘Trinidad and Tobago. The following is a copy of 
the clauses of the Order in Council under which these rules are 
made :— 


XXX. The revenue, expenditure, and debt of the Island of 
Tobago shall be kept distinct from the revenue, expenditure, and 
debt of the Island of Trinidad and its dependencies, 

XXXI. For the purposes of the Customs laws, all trade 
between Trinidad and Tobago shall be deemed to be coasting 


trade, and all vessels while employed therein shall be deemed to 
be coasting vessels. 


XXXII. For the purposes of the Customs and Excise laws the 
transfer of any article from Trinidad to Tobago or from Tobago 
to Trinidad shall not be deemed to be exportation. 

XXXIIT. No Customs duties shall be levied in Trinidad on 


articles imported from Tobazo, and no Customs duties shall be 
levied in Tobago on articles imported from Trinidad. 
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V.—NEW SWISS-ITALIAN TREATY OF COMMERCE. 


A new Treaty of Commerce between Italy and Switzerland 
was signed on the 23rd January last, by which certain reductions 
have been effected in the Customs Tariffs of both countries. 
The convention is to come into operation on the 15th April next, 
and will reraain in foree until the Ist February 1892. The 
following is a statement showing the actual rates of duty on the 
undermentioned articles imported into Italy and Switzerland, 
together with the reductions made under the above convention. 


A,—Imports into Italy. 


Note.—-Kilogramme = 2'204 lbs. avoir. Hectogramme=3°527 oz. 


6 
Franc = 9,5,d. 


Rates of Duty. 
Reduced. Actual. 


Francs. Francs. 
Farinaceous foods not containing more than 
40 per cent. of sugar - - 100 kilos. 42°00 | 100 kilos. 45°00 
Power is reserved to the importer to pay 
in place of the fixed duty of 42 franes 
per 100 kilos., the duty in force on 
wheaten flour (at present 6 franes per 
100 kilos.) increased by the duty cor- 
responding to the quantity of sugar 
contained in the product. (The duties 
levied at present in Italy on sugar are 
the following :--a. Sugar of first class, 
78°50 franes per 100 kilos.; b. Sugar 
of second class, 65°25 franes per 
10¢ kilos. All sugars of a degree of 
whiteness exceeding No, 20 Dutch 
standard are considered as of the first 
class. ) 
Chocolate - - - - 130-00 159°00 
Cotton tissues, unbleached : 
a. Weighing 13 kilos. or more per 100 
sq. metres, and showing in warp and 
woof, in the square of 5 millim., 
more than 27 threads - - - = 72°00 sn 74°00 
b. Weighing 7 kilos. or more, but less | 
than 13 kilos. per 100 sq. metres, and 
showing in warp and woof, in the 
square of 5 millim.: 


(1.) 27 threads or - = 75°00 81°00 
(2.) More than 27 threads - - 86°00 ‘5 100 00 
ce, Weighing less than 7 kilos. per 100 
sq. metres, and showing in warp and 
woof, in the square of 5 millim.: 
(1.) 27 threads or less) - - | 100°00 116°00 
(2.) More than 27 threads - - = 124°C0 | % 130°00 


Cotton tissues, bleached (an increase of 20 
per cent. on the duties for unbleached 
tissues) - - — = 
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COMMERCE, boo 


Rates of Duty. 


Reduced. 


Actual. 


Cotton tissues, coloured or dyed (an increase 
of 35 frs. per 100 kilos. on the duty for 
unbleached tissues) ; - - | 


Cotton tissues, printed . - - 


Cotton tissues, embroidered ; 
a, With chain stitch - 


With lock stitch 

with appliqué embroidery will be 

subject to the duties corresponding to tulles, | 

only in the cases where the proportion is | 

5 per cent. of the surface of the curtain or more. | 
The duty for the simple making-up of the 

said curtains will be reduced to 10 per cent.) | 


Cotton tulles embroidered with chain stitch - 


Muslins and similar figured cotton tissues : 
Printed - - - 


Embroidered with chain stitch - = 


Embroidered with lock stitch 
(In order to understand the reductions of 
duty fcr bleached, dyed, or coloured tissues, 
it should be observed that they rest upon the 
reduction of the duty levied on the respective 
unbleached tissues. For printed tissues and 
embroideries, the reduction of duties is of 
two descriptions, that is to say, what is done 
cn the one hand for the tissues themselves, 
and on the other for their printing or em- 
broidering. ) 
Felts up to three millimetres thick and weigh- 
ing more than 500 grammes per square | 
metre - - - - 


Frances. 


An increase on 
the duty 
on bleached 
tissues of 70°00 


An increase on 
the duty 
on tissues not 
embroidered of 
175°00 
Do., do., 275°00 


100 kilos. 550°00 


An increase of 


duty on bleached | 


tissues of 70°00 
An inerease of 
duties on tissues 
not embroidered 


of 175°00 | 


Do., do., 275°00 


' 100 kilos. 110°00 


Frances. 


An increase on 
the duty 
on bleached 
tissues of 75°00 


An inerease on 
the duty 
on tissues not 
embroidered of 
200°00 
Do., do., 300°00 


600+ 00* 
| 650° 00 
An increase of 
duty on bleached 


| tissues of 75°00 


An increase of 
| duties on tissues 
not embroidered 

of  200°00 
Do., do., 300°00 


| 
| 
| 
\ 
! 
! 


100 kilos. 150°00 


Stamps, lithographs, and labels - - ss 75°00 “5 100°00 
Leather belts (for machinery) - - | 90°00 ” 100°00 
Dynamo-electrical machines : 
1. Up to 20 horse-power 25°00 30:00 
2. 20 horse-power and more - - | rs 16°00 ne 30°00 
Apparatus of copper and other metals for | 
heating, refining, distillation, &e. - - | 18°00 20°00 
Card clothing - - - | 70°00 75°00 
Railway carriages, first-class - 18:00 19°00 
(Composite carriages pay the highest duty. y) . 
Gold hammered into bands of at least 1 mil- | 
limetre thick, or drawn into wire of at least 
2 millimetres diameter - - - | Kilog. 2°50 | Kilog. 10°00 


* Unbleached 600 frs.; bleached or dyed, 650 frs. 
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Rates of Duty. 


| Reduced. Actual. 
| 
Frances. Francs. 
Silver hammered into bands of at least 
1 millimetre thick, or drawn into wire of at 
least 2 millimetres diameter - - | Kilog. 2°50 | Kilog. 5:00 
Jewellery, and chains of gold - - | Hectog. 7°00 | Hectog. 14°00 
Cylindrical organs or musical boxes - | Each 1°00 | Each 2°00 
Clock-fittings - - - - | 100 kilos. 50°00 100 kilos. 100°00 
Extract of milk - - 10°00 15°00 
Cheeses - - 11°00 12°00 
Caoutchoue and gutta-percha worked in 
small wares, ribbons, and elastic tissues - 130°00 | 140°00 


Cotton braids will be treated as twisted yarn (Tariff, No. 97), 
instead of being subjected to the régime of haberdashery. 

Muslins for ‘linings, identical with the samples shown, will be 
subject to the duties. corresponding to unbleached, bleached, or 
dyed tissues. 

Muslins called “linon,” identical with the samples shown, will 
be treated as the respective tissues plain, not figured. 


B.—Imports into Switzerland, 


Rates of Duty. 
Reduced. Actual. 

Francs. | Frances. 
Liquorice juice - - - | 100 kilos. 7°00 | 100 kilos. 10°00 
Castor oil, uncoloured, purified, &e. 7°00 | 10°00 

Marble, in blocks or sawn: | 
Neither ground nor polished —- 0°75 | 1°50 
Ground or polished - - - me 1°50 ys 3°00 
Eggs - - - - - 1°00 2°00 
Live poultry - - - - 4°00 6°00 
Dead poultry - - - - €°00 12°00 
Pork-butchers’ meat - 12°00 20°00 
Grapes, fresh - - 3°50 4°00 
Oranges and lemons - - 2°00 3°00 
Rice in pearled grains - se a 1°50 ss 2°50 
Food pastes - - 8-00 | 15°CO 
Vermouth, in casks, bottles, or jars - - 8°00 | 16°00 
Olive oil, in bottles or flasks - 10°00 12°00 
Silk and floss silk, thrown - - 6°00 7°00 
Straw hats, not trimmed - - = 50°00 cs 60°00 
Hair, cleaned, made up - - - ss 5°00 ~ 7°00 


Note.—Under the Commercial Treaty it is stipulated that, in addition to the 
above, the rates of duty on a number of articles in the Customs Tariffs of Italy 
and Switzerland are not to be increased beyond those at present in force under 
their respective tariffs. 
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VI—NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF OF QUEENSLAND. 


The following is a statement of the rates of Customs duty now 
levied under the new Customs Tariff of Queensland, which was 


assented to, on the 25th October last :— 


Classification of Articles. 


Rates of Duty now 


levied. 

Arrowroot, gunpowder, pearl barley, rice, sago, split me, tree 

starch, shot, tapioca, salt beef, and mess pork - Reputed Ib. or 4 
Twine, tallow, stearine, and lard - 0 1k 
Biscuits, blue, candles, dried fruits, glue, macaroni, 

vermicelli, maizena, corn-flour, maize-meal, peel (dry 

and drained), pork (not including mess pork), eG 

paper (cut), cakes, and condensed milk e 0 2 
Cheese, bacon, hams, mustard, pepper, spices, nuts (all 

sorts except cocoa-nuts), butter, and root 

(kiln dried), acetic acid Lb. 0 8 
Confectionery and suceades, ginger and dried), 

butterine, and other similar products - - “1 » 0 4 
Leather (except otherwise enumerated) - - oy Ss 0 4 
Hops - - - - ” 0 6 
Fruits, bottled, or in tins or jars, per denen reputed ohita, 

and in the same proportion for larger or smaller contents | — 1 6 
Pickles and sauces, per dozen reputed pints, &c., &e., &e.- | — i 16 
Caster oil (in bottles), cod-liver oil (in bottle), and salad 

oil (in bottle), per dozen reputed pints, &e., &e.  - -j| — 2 0 
Preserved meat (not salted), and extract of meat, per dozen 

reputed pounds, and in the same proportion for larger or 

smaller contents - - 4 0 
Fish, preserved (not salted), and jams and jellies per 

dozen reputed pints, &e. &e. - -| — 2 0 
Bicarbonate of soda, resin - . - - | Cwt. a, 
Caustic soda - - 1 6 
Pulp fruits and fruits presery ed by acids - ail aes 5 0 
Soda crystals, galvanised or corrugated iron, and iron wire, 

lead (pig, piping, and cont) - - - = ys 2 © 
Acid, sulphuric - - - - - os 2 6 
Iron castings for building purposes, and malleable iron 

castings, ‘nails, vind (wet and dry), aan ( vite and 

red) - » 3 0 
Saltpetre and - - 4 0 
Fish (pickled or salted in casks) ond cited fish - -| 9 5.0 
Paper bags (not - 5 0 
Do., printed - - - - 7 6 
Cordage and rope - - - - - re 8 0 
Soap - - - - - 10 O 
Coal - - - - - - - | Ton 2 0 
Whiting - - - - - - % 7 6 
Potatoes, hay, chaff - - - 15 
Onions - - - aot 20 0 
Cement - - | Barrel 2 0 
Doors (wood) - - - - - | Each 4 0 
Sashes - - - - - | Pair 4 0 
Iron tanks . - - - | Each 8 0 
Castor oil, Chinese oil, cod-liver oil, colsa oil, neatsfoot 

oil, linseed oil, and other vegetable oils (in bulk) - | Per gallon i 6 
Mineral oils and all other oils not otherwise enumerated 

(except perfumed oils), and turpentine - -|— 0 6 
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Classification of Articles. 


Rates of Duty now 


levied. 


Sarsaparilla and bitters, if containing not more than 25 per 


cent. of proof spirit - - % ‘ 
Do., do., if containing more than 25 per cent. of proof | 

spirit - - - 
Barley - - - 
Malting barley - - 
Maize and oats - - 
Bran and pollard - - - 


Ale, beer, porter, cyder, perry, and vinegar (in wood) . 
Do., do., in bottle : 


For 6 reputed quart bottles - - - = 

For 12 reputed pint bottles - 
Tobacco, manufactured - - a4 
Do., unmanufactured - - - 
Snuff - - - - 
Cigarettes (including ‘wrappers) - 
Opium - - - - - - : 
Coffee (roasted), tea, and chicory - = a4 
Do. (raw), cocoa, chocolate, and chocolate confectionery - 
Do. (raw), molasses - - 


Spirits or strong waters, excepting perfumed spirits, of any 
strength not “exceeding the strength of proof by Sykes’ 
hydrometer, and so in ‘proportion for any greater strength 
than the strength of proof - - - 

Spirits, cerdials, or strong waters sweetened or mixed with 
any article so that the strength thereof cannot be exactly 
ascertained by Sykes’ hydrometer . - - 

Case spirits - 

Reputed contents of two, three, or four gallons shail 
be charged on and after the 1st day of March 1889 
as follows :—Two gallons and under as two gallons ; 
and not exceeding three, as three gallons 3 OV er 
three, and not exceeding four, as four gallons. 


Perfumed spirits - - 
Wine : 


Other kinds - 


Wine containing “we than 25 per cent. of sleshel of a | 


specific grav ity of +825, at the temperature of 60 degrees | 


Timber logs - ie 


Do., undressed, of a scantling 96 square inches and over - | 


Do., dressed and sawn, of a scantling under 96 square | 
inches - - - 


The duty on timber to be estimated. as of a dhickness 
of one inch, and to be in proportion for any greater 
thickness. Any thickness under one inch to be 
reckoned as one inch. 


Boots and shoes, except india-rubber shoes (present English | 


sizes to be the standard), viz. : 


Men’s, No.6 and upwards - 
Nos. 2-5 - - - 
Boys’, Nos. 7-1 - 


Women’ s, No. 3 and upwards, except lasting and stuff 
boots, including goloshed boots = - - 


| 
| 
| 


Gallon 


Bushel 


Gallon 


Liquid gallon 


” 


Gallon 


” 


” 
100 sup. feet 


” 


Dozen pairs 
” 


to 


= 


12 


ooo 


| 
s. d. 
6 0 
12 
0 9 
” 6 
0 8 
” 0 4 
” 1 
— 0 
0 
Lb. 0 
” 6 
” 0 
” 0 
” 0 
| 0 
6 
4 
Cwt. 8 
0 
” 
m0 
12 0 
5 0 
10 0 
6 
12 
5 1 6 
22 
14 
12 
| ” 13 
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| 
Classification of Articles | Rates of Duty — 
| levied. 
Boots and shoes, &e.-—cont. 
Girls’, Nos. 11-2, except lasting and stuff boots, 
including goloshed boots = - - Dozen pairs 11 0 
Girls’, Nos. 7-10, except lasting and stuff boots, in- 
cluding goloshed boots” - - - 
Ad Valorem Duties, | 
Jewellery, plate (gold and silver) - - - «| 25 °/, ad val. 
Cotton piece goods —shirtings, and all calicoes, prints, 
muslins, sheetings, and cotton ticks - - - 5 °/. ad val. 
Union ticks, in the piece - - - - | 5°). ad val, 
Crimean flannel, in the piece —- - - - | 5 °/, ad val. 
Linen piece-goods—Ducks, diapers, rough brown and | 
dressed hollands, tabling, sheeting, and damask ticks - | 5 °/. ad val. 
Moleskin, in the piece - - - - | 5°) ad val. 
Reversible and levantine silk mixtures, of not less than | 
44 inches in width - - - - - | 5 °/, ad val. 
Alpaca cloth, with border - - - - | 5 °/, ad val. 
Zanella cloth, with border - . . - | 5 °/, ad val. 
Paper, except otherwise enumerated - - - | 5 °/, ad val. 
Ash timber, in plank - - - 5 °/, ad val. 
American oak, for staves - - - - | 5 °/, ad val, 
Carriage shafts, spokes, felloes, naves, hubs, bent wheel 
rims - - - - - - | 5 °/, ad val. 
Bagging and wool-bagging - - - - | 5 °/, ad val. 
Bunting, i in the piece - - - - | 5 °/, ad val. 
Cork, elastic, flock, linseed, castor-oil seed - - - | 5 °/, ad val. 
Furniture springs - - - - - | 5 °/, ad val. 
Sulphur, nitrate of soda - - - 5 °/, ad val. 


Upon all goods, wares, and merchandise imported into 


Queensland other than those mentioned in the tariff = 15 °/, ad val, 


The following articles are exempt from duty :—- 


Animals, live. | Cream separators. 

Curiosities, antique. 
Boiler plates, boiler tubes. 
Books (printed), except for advertising | Diving pumps and dresses. 


purposes, maps, charts, and globes. Dye. 
Bookbinders’ leather and cloth. Dynamite, gelatine dynamite, litho- 
Buckies of every description. fracteur, blasting powder, fuse, deto- 
Buttons, braids, tapes, waddings, pins, nators, and other explosive, except 
needles, and such minor articles gunpowder. 


required in making up of apparel, 

boots, shoes, hats, caps, saddlery, 

upholstery, carriage other 

vehicles, umbrellas, parasols, and Frui 
ruit, green, 1 aS. 

sunshades, as may be enumerated Fire 

im any onder of Srenseree and Patent porcelain or steel roller for 

published in the Government Gazette. Seer wills 


Fibre, cocoanut. 
Flax. 


Carriage and cart makers’ materials, 
namely :-—Spring steel, brass hinges, Gold, unmanufactured. 
bolts and nuts, tacks, tire- bolts, Garden bulbs. 
shackle-holders, rubber cloth and | Do. seeds. 

American cloth, Do. trees. 

Coin, gold, silver, and bronze. Do. shrubs. 

Copper, sheet, plain. 

Cocoanuts, Flour. 
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Hatmakers’ materials, namely:—Felt 
hoods, shellac, galloons, spale boards 
for hat boxes. 

Hemp. 


Ink, printing. 

Tron ore. 

Iron, plain, sheet (not including gal- 
vanised), 

Do., pig. 

Do., bar. 

Do., rod, from ;4,ths to 4 in., channel 
iron, angle, and T iron, rolled iron, 
joist up to 10 ins. by 5 ins. 

Do., scrap. 

Do., hoop. 


Leather, patent, enamelled, kid, hog- 
skins, levant, morocco, and imitations 
thereof. 

Lithographic stones. 

Do. ink and colours. 

Long bark in bundles. 


Malleable iron and copper piping. 

Manure, guano. 

Metal fittings for portmanteaus, travell- 
ing bags, and leggings. 

Do. frames for bags and satchels. 

Muntz metal. 


Newspapers, printed. 

Naval and military stores imported for 
the service of the Colonial Govern- 
ment, or for use of Her Majesty’s 
land or sea forces. 


Outside coverings, in which goods are 
ordinarily imported, and which are of 
no commercial value except as cover- 
ing for goods. 


Passengers’ cabin furniture and baggage 
and passengers’ personal effects (not 
including vehicles, musical instru- 
ments, glassware, chinaware, silver 
and gold plate and plated goods, and 
furniture, other than cabin furniture), 
which are imported with and by pas- 
sengers bond fide for their own 
personal use and not imported for the 
purpose of sale. 

Paper, hand made or machine-made, 
book or writing, of sizes not less than 
the size known as “demy,” when in 
original wrappers, and with uncut 
edges as it leaves the mill. 

Phormium tenax. 


Quicksilver. 
Rattans, canes, and willows, 


Safety matches. 
Salt. 
Soda ash. 
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Saddlers’ ironmongery, such as hames 
and mounts for harness, straining 
surcingle, brace, girth, and roller 
webs, collar check, saddle serge. 

Saddle trees. 

Straw, mill, and paste boards. 

Stay makers’ binding, eyelet holes, corset 
fasteners, jean, lasting, and cotell. 

Specimens of natural history. 

Silver, unmanufactured. 

Steel rails. 

unwrought, sheet, bar, angle, and 


Straw plaits, palm-leaf plaits, Tuscan 
plaits. 


Tailors’ trimmings, namely :—French 
canvas, buckram, wadding, padding ; 
silk, worsted, and cotten bindings and 
braids, stay binding. 

Tin plates. 

Type. 


Umbrella makers’ materials, namely — 
Sticks, runners, notches, caps, ferrules. 
cups, ribs, stretchers, tips and rings, 
for use in the making of umbrellas, 
parasols, and sunshades. 


Wheat. 
Zinc. 


Tools, namely :— 

Grindery tools, edge-planes, kit, peg, 
shaves and welt-trimmers. 

Adzes, anvils, augers, screw and shell 
and auger bits. 

Awls, awl pads and hafts. 

Axes, hatchets, tomahawks. 

Bevels and blowpipes. 

Braces and bits, and breast-drills. 

Bruzzes for wheelwrights. 

Bung-borers. 

Chisels and gouges. 

Choppers and cleavers, butchers’. 

Compasses, dividers. 

carpenters’ and coopers’. 

Diamonds, glaziers’. 

Files and rasps. 

Forks, digging, kay, and stable. 

Hoes, garden, plantation. 

Knives, butchers’, hay, pruning, putty, 
saddlers’, shoemakers’, cane. 

Needles of all sorts. 

Palms, leather. 

Planes and plane-irons. 

Rules, chains, and tapes, measuring. 

Saws of all kinds, but not the ma- 
chinery (if any) connected there- 
with. 

Scissors, scrapers (ship). 

Screws, bench, brass, coach, galvanised, 
hand, table, wood. 

Scythes and seythe-handles. 
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Shears, garden, hedge, sheep, tailors’, 
tinmen’s, 
Shovels, iron or wood. 

Sickles, spades. 
Spokeshaves, 
trimmers. 

Squares. 
Squeezers, cork. 
Steels, butchers’. 
Stocks and dies, and taps for same. 
Saddlers’ tools, namely : — Rein 
rounders, claw, carving, French 
edge, patent leather tools, wheels, 
rosette cutters. 
Trowels. 
Vices, and patent saw-vices. 
Machinery for carding, spinning, weav- 
ing, and finishing the manufacture of 
fibrous material, and cards for sach 
machinery. 
Machinery, dry air, for refrigerating 
without engine. 
Machinery used in the manufacture of 
paper and felting. 
Gas engines. 


shaves, and  spoke- 


Portable engines. 

Centrifugals, multiple effets. 

Traction engines and steam ploughs. 

Sewing machines. 

Tubing for artesian wells. 

Freezing machines, not including engine 
power. 

Machines, namely :— 

Planing machines and machines for 
joinery, hot air machinery for dry- 
ing timber, hydraulic hat-moulds, 
knitting machines, printing machines 
and presses, but not the motive 
power (if any) for same. 

Machinery for telegraphic purposes. 

Articles and materials (as may from 
time to time be specified by the 

Treasurer) which are suited only for, 

and are to be used and applied solely 

in the fabrication of goods within the 

Colony. All decisions of the Treasurer 

in reference to articles so admitted free 

to be published from time to time in 
the Government Gazette. 
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VIL—FOREIGN IMPORT DUTIES ON LINEN, 
HEMPEN, AND JUTE YARNS. 


Statement showing the rates of Customs duty levied in each 
of the under- mentioned countries upon the importation of linen, 


hempen, and jute yarns from the United Kingdom :-- 


Tariff Classification in each Country. | Rates of Duty. __ English 
| Equivalents. 
s. d. 
Russia: 
All kinds of linen, hempen, and jute Rbl. cop. | 
yarns, except sewing thread -  Poud 5°30 | Cwt. 212 3 
Sewing and knitting thread, for retail 
sale - - - 6°00 | 219 1 
SWEDEN: 
Linen or hemp yarns: 
Single: Kron. ore. | 
Unbleached and undyed—- - Kilog. || ., oll 4 
Dyed, bleached, or printed - 0°40; ,, 2 
Double or twisted and sew ing thread: | 
Unbleached - - 0°40 i 27 
Bleached or dyed - 0°69 1 13 11 
Jute: 
Single: | 
Unbleached and undyed 0°06 0 3 4% 
Dyed, bleached, or printed 0°18 010 2 
Double or twisted: | 
Unbleached and undyed 0°20 ‘5 011 8 
Dyed, bleached, or printed 0°40 127 
H 
Norway: | Kron. 
Undyed - | 0°03 | 0 1 & 
Dyed, not twisted 015 3 
» twisted - 0°53 | 
DENMARK : Kron. ore. | 
Undyed - Pund 0°063| ,, 7 1 
Dyed or mined with threads - ,, 0°162| 0 18 10 
GERMANY: 
Single, undyed and unbleached: Mks. pf. 
To No. 8, English - - - 1090 kilos. 5°00 | ,, 0 2 63 
Above 8 to 20 - - 6°00 0 3 
» 20to 35 - ~ - 9°00 0 4 62 
12°00 | ,, 061 
Single, dyed, printed or bleached : 
To No. 20, English - - 12°00 6 
Above 20 to 35 - - 15-00 
- - 20°00 ,, ole 2 
Sewing thread - - | 70°00 115 7 
Twisted, other kinds, and twine - 5 36°00 | ,, 018 38 
All kinds - . - - | Free. Free. 
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Tariff Classification in each Country. Rates of Duty. 


BELGIUM : 
All kinds - - - Free. 
FRANCE: 
Of linen or hemp : 
Single : 


Unbleached, of 2,000 metres or | Frs. cts. | 


less to the kilogramme - | 100 kilos, 13°00 
From 2,000 to 5,000 metres - | ‘ 14°50 

» 9,000 to 10,000 ,, 18°50 

10,000 to 20,000 - | 26°50 

» 20,000 to 30,000 ,, - 32°25 

» 30,000 to 40,000 - 99 40°25 

40,000 to 60,000) = | 55°00 

» 60,000 to 80,000, - 75°00 
Above 80,000 metres 100°00 

25 above the 

Bleached or dyed unbleached, 


cording to class. 
above the 
Twisted : 


Unbleached - - - 
cording to class. 
25 °/, above the | 
luty fisted | 
Bleached or dyed - - 


unbleached, ac- 


cording to class. 


| duty on single 
unbleached, ac- 


Glazed : 


Of 2,000 metres or less to the 


kilogramme - - 100 kilos. 1500 | 
Same duties as on | 
Above 2,000 metres do. - - twisted — linen 
yarns, 
Note.—Linen and hemp yarns mixed | 
with other materials will pay as yarns of | 
pure flax and hemp, provided the flax or 
hemp predominates in weight. 
Of Jute : 
Unbleached : | 
Less than 1,400 metres to the 
kilogramme - - - | 100 kilos. 5°00 
From 1,400 to 3,760 metres do. - 3 6°00 
From 3,700 to 4,200 metres do. - 4 7°00 
From 4,200 to 6,000 metres do. - 6 10°00 | 
‘ Same duties as 
Above 6,000 metres do. ~ - { 
Bleached or dyed : 
Less than 1,400 metres to the 
kilogramme-—- - - | 100 kilos. 7°00 
From 1,400 to 3,700 metres do. - re 9°00 
From 3,700 to 4,200 metres do. - | ‘i 10:00 
From 4,200 to 6,000 metres do. - | es 14°00 


ame duties as on 
linen yarns, 


ss 
Above 6,000 metres do. - - | 


Note.—Jute yarns mixed with other | 
materials will pay as yarns of pure jute, | 
provided that the jute predominates in | 
weight. | 


English 
Equivalents. 


Free. 

Cwt 
7 6 
010 9 
013 1 
” O16 4 
12 4 
‘a 110 6 
2. 0 § 
25 ‘/. above the 


duty single 
unbleached, ac- 
cording to class. 
25 °/, above the 
duty single 
unbleached, 
cording to class. 
25 °/, above the 
duty on twisted 
unbleached, ac- 
cording to class. 


Cwt. 3 

Same duties as 
on twisted linen 
yarns. 

Cwt. 0 2 
0 2 5 
0 2 10! 
0 4 0% 

1 


Same duties as on 


linen yarns. 


Cwt. 2 16 
” 0 3 8 
040 
8 


Same duties as on 
linen yarns. 


| 
| | 

i 

| 

f 

| 

| | 

| 

| 

| 
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| 
Tariff Classification in each Country. | Rates of Duty. E English ? 
iquivalents. 
£s. d 
Of linen or hemp : Reis. 
Single, unbleached or bleached - | Kilog 150 | Cwt 114 4 
Ditto, dyed - ~ - = 200 » 5 9 
Twisted unbleached, or 
dyed - 300] 55 
Of jute or other vegetable fibres : 
Single or twisted, unbleached, 
bleached, or dyed - 005 0 1 13 
Ditto, mixed with linen or hemp, 
jute predominating - 060 013 9 
SPaIn: 
Single : Pes. cts. 
Of linen or hemp - = - | 100 kilos. 27°20 O11 
jute or other vegetable fibres - 7°75 0 3 
Twisted, of two or more threads - 111-80 25 5 
: 
Of linen or hemp: 
Single : Lire. cts. 
Unbleached - - - = 11°50 es 0 4 8 
Bleached or in lye - 11°50 04 8 
Dyed - - - 17°10 0 611 
Twisted : 
Unbleached - - 23°10 09 5 
Bleached or washed in lye - - 23°10 e 09 5 
Dyed - - - - mS 34°65 = 014 #1 
Of Jute: 
Single : 
Unbleached - - - 10:00 - 0 4 Of 
25°), above the 25 °/, above the 
Bleached or washed in lye - duty on duty on 
unbleached. unbleached. 


Dyed - - 


Twisted: unbleached, washed in 
lye, bleached, or dyed - - 


Sewing thread of flax or hemp, wound | 
on reels, or in balls, &c., ee 
for retail sale - 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY : 
Of linen and hemp : 


Single : 
Unbleached ~ - - 
Bleached or dyed - 
Twisted - - - 
Linen yarns, prepared for retail sale : 
Single 
Twisted = - - - 
Of jute: 


Single, unbleached - = 
Twisted, bleached, or dyed - - 


25 lire per 100 
J kilos. above the 
duty on 
unbleached. 
17 lire per 100 
{ kilos. above the 
duty on single. 
Same duty as on 
other yarns and 
thread according 
to description. 


Fl. kr. 

100 kilos. 1°50 
” 5°00 

” 12°00 

” 18°00 

” 35°00 

1°50 

” 5°00 


25 lire per 100 
kilos. above the 
duty on 
unbleached. 
17 lire per 100 
kilcs. above the 
duty on single. 

Same duty as on 
other yarns and 

thread according 
to description. 


Cwt 0 1 6} 
” 0 6 1 
013 2 
018 8 
> 118 7 

0 2186 
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Tariff Classification in each Country. Rates of Duty. tauitnionts 


SWITZERLAND: 


Of linen, hemp, or jute : Uae ant 
Unbleached : Irs, ets. 
Up to No, 10 inclusive - - | 100 kilos. 0°60 Cwt. 0 0 38 
Above No. 10, single - - 4°00 o 1 
Twisted or bleached - - 7°00 O 2 104 
Dyed - - | 15°00 0 6 14 
Thread, in spools, balls, or skeins, | 
prepared for retail sale - - | 24°00 oO 9 9 
GREECE : | 
Of linen, hemp, or jute : | Drs. lep. 
For sewing or embroidery - | Oke J er 2 8 0 
Allother - - 0°40 12 10 
| 
ROUMANIA: 
Of linen or hemp, unbleached, bleached, Lei. b. 
or dyed - - - | 100 kilos. 45°00 ‘5 018 3 
Of jute and other vegetable substances, | 
do. - - - - 10°00 0 4 
Sewing thread of linen or hemp | 60°00 
"TURKEY: | 
All kinds - - | ad val. ad val. 
UNITED STATES : | 
Flax, hemp, or jute yarns - -| ad val. 35 ad val, 
Flax or linen thread not otherwise | 
provided for in the tariff - -; 40° ad val. 40° ad val, 
57342 
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VIIL—EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND 
CONSULAR REPORTS. 


INSUFFICIENCY OF LOADING BERTHS AT ODESSA, 


Mr. Thomas B. Sandwith, C.B., Her Majesty’s Consul-General at 
Odessa, writing under date of the 9th January last, with reference 
to the insufficiency of loading berths at Odessa, says :— 


“Since the great increase in the exportation of grain from 
Odessa, consequent on the prolific harvests of 1887 and 1888, the 
shipping appliances of the port have been found quite unequal to 
the strain put upon them. Most of the grain from the interior is 
stored in warehouses at no great distance from the harbour, to 
which it is brought by a high-level railway, and discharged direct 
from the waggons, in bulk, into the holds of the vessels. To 
facilitate this operation, the railway company have constructed 
four conveyors leading from the waggons to the ships’ sides, into 
the holds of which the grain is shot, The mechanism employed 
is simply a broad endless india-rubber band, kept constantly in 
motion on rollers along the bottom of the conveyors, into which 
the grain is poured, and is thus carried along till it is precipitated 
into the hold. Where the railway approaches the end of the 
quay, simple shoots have been constructed, down which the grain 
is shot at once. Of these shoots there are enough to load three 
steamers ata time. Grain is also brought alongside the quay in 
waggons, and carried in sacks on board ; and in ‘this manner there 
is room for about 13 more vesseis to receive their cargoes. The 
grain arriving by sea from the Dnieper, Dniester, and the Boug 
in barges, is also shipped simultaneously on the side opposite to 
that alongside of the quay, and the whole is mixed together in the 
holds. 

** Now that the port is so thronged with shipping, the quay 
room is quite inadequate to the demand made upon it, and it 
frequently happens that a vessel’s lay days expire before she can 
secure a loading berth. In consequence of the increased difficulty 
of supplying vessels with proper accommodation, it is now con- 
tended, on the part of the charterers, that a ship's lay days should 
not begin to run till she has been provided with a berth, and 
this view has just been endorsed by the Odessa Chamber of 
Commerce. Protests are being constantly made at this office on 
the part of shipmasters claiming demurrage; nor is there any 
prospect of relief being afforded to the glut of shipping, as the 
grain stores are full to overflowing, and the greater part of last 
year’s crop is said to be still in the interior, awaiting transport. 
In spite of the manifest inadequacy of the port to meet the 
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requirements of a trade which is yet capable of indefinite expan- 
sion, there seems to be no disposition on the part of the Govern- 
ment to afford increased accommodation, nor has private 
enterprise a chance of remedying the evil.” 

In the January number of the Board of Trade Journal, there 
appeared a lengthy notice of the regulations recently issued by 
the Russian authorities for the loading of grain vessels in the 
quarantine harbour from the high-level railway at Odessa. 


THE WorkKING oF Potisn MINES BY FOREIGNERS. 


Sir K. B. D. Morier, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at St. Peters- 
burg, in a despatch, dated the 24th January last, transmits the 
French translation of an ukase published in the Journal de 
St, Pétersbourg of the same date, on the subject of the working 
of mines by foreigners in Poland. 

By this ukase special regulations are promulgated, in view of 
the application of the ukase of the 14th March 1887, as regards 
owners of mines being foreign subjects in the provinces of the 
kingdom of Poland. It results from it, among other things, that 
for the future, lands for the extraction of minerals will only be 
assigned to foreigners as well as to foreign companies and societies 
possessing land in the provinces of the kingdom of Poland, on 
condition that these lands are within the limits of the property 
belonging to them. This does not convey the right to occupy for 
that purpose plots of land belonging to their neighbours. Also, 
land for the extraction of minerals in the properties which do not 
belong to them, will not be assigned to them, even in a case where 
a friendly agreement has been entered into to this effect between 
them and the owners. 

Foreigners and foreign companies who have obtained lands for 
the extraction of minerals before the promulgation of the ukase of 
the 14th March 1887, will retain them, on condition that the mining 
authorities of the arrondissement define in each case separately the 
land necessary for working. 

Foreigners and foreign companies who have discovered beds 
and deposits and have declared them before the promulgation of 
the ukase of the 14th March 1887, will be able to transmit by 
notarial acts their titles to these deposits to Russian subjects. 


Proposed PERMANENT INTERNATIONAL MERCHANT 
COMMISSION. 


A report, dated the 19th December last, has been received 
from Mr. A. P. Inglis, Her Majesty’s Consul at Copenhagen. 
transmitting a memorandum concerning a proposed Permanent 
International Merchant Shipping Commission, prepared by the 
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committee of the second Northern Maritime Conference, which 
met at Copenhagen in July last. This memorandum is divided 
under the following heads :— 

Part 1. General remarks as to the development of international 
maritime agreements, stated in order to show the desirability of a 
Permanent International Merchant Shipping Commission. 

Part II. Division I. Existing International Maritime Agree- 
ments.—International regulations for preventing collisions at sea. 
Uniform entries in the log book in case of collision. The difference 
in command to the helm. Ocean lane routes. International 
code book of signals. International tonnage measurement. 
Miscellaneous maritime agreements. 

Division II. Officially proposed but not yet internationally realised 
Maritime Agreements.— Official wreck inquiries. Official survey 
as to the seaworthiness of merchant vessels. Agreements for 
preventing the transfer of unseaworthy vessels to the flags of other 
nations. Uniform marking and lettering of names ef ships. Port 
of registry. Register, tonnage, and draught scale of feet. 
Uniform conditions as to the right to carry the national flag. 
Uniform conditions respecting the qualifications for the acquire- 
ment of master’s, mate’s, and engineer's certificates of competency. 
General uniform system of buoyage. Uniform quarantine regula- 
tions. 

Division ILI]. Unofficially suggested International Maritime 
Agreements.—International uniformity in the law of damages caused 
by collisions at sea. Uniform salvage regulations. International 
uniformity in the law of general average. International 
uniformity in the law of affreightment and bills of lading. 

Division LV.—The proposed International Permanent Merchant 
Shipping Commission. Final remarks. 

Part III. Appendir. concerning the inter- 
national regulations fur preventing collisions at sea. Alterations 
introduced by the regulations of 1879.  IJusufficiency of the 
existing system of lights. Insufficiency of the fog sound-signal 
system for steamers. Suggested amendments of the rule of the 
road at sea, Night signalling. The German tonnage measure- 
ment regulations of June 20,1888. Proposal to a general uniform 
system of beaconage and buoyage. 

Part IV.—-International agreements for preventing the dangers 
of floating wrecks, 


A German Commerctar. Museum. 


Sir H. Barron, Bart., C.M.G., Her Majesty’s Minister at Stutt- 
gart, in a despatch, dated the 24th January last, with reference 
to the establishment of « German floating commercial museum, 
says :— 

“Tt is announced in the official Gewrerdeblatt that, in order to 
open new markets for German manufacturers, it has been deter- 
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mined to create « permanent travelling floating ‘ Musterlager, 
or display of goods. A gigantic steamer is to be built for the 
purpose of a floating exhibition palace, and is to visit at regular 
periods all the great harbours of the world, the rotation lasting 
about two years. 

“It is expected to attract purchasers and visitors in great 
nutnbers, not only by its size and novelty, but by concerts and 
refreshments. 

“This vessel is to sail from Hamburg in the spring of 1890, and 
thence round the world by North and South America, California, 
Japan, China, Australia, India, and the Mediterranean Sea. The 
dimensions are to be, length, 172 metres: breadth, 21 metres ; 
depth, 14 metres. ‘The capital required is estimated at 5,000,000 
marks (250,0002,). 

* The German Export Union takes a warm interest in this 
undertaking, and appeals to all who may desire to contribute 
capital, goods, or personal services to communicate with that 
Society at Berlin.” 

With reference to the formation of this floating museum the 
German Journal fir La-import, Industrie, Handel und Gewerbe 
says that a gigantic steamer is to be constructed, which, following 
a regular itinerary, will visit the principal foreign ports of the 
world in succession, and willbe accessible not only to buyers, 
but to all persons interested. This steamer, by its great size 
as well as by the novelty of its purpose, is expected to attract 
large crowds at the ports at which it touches. After careful 
consideration, it has been decided that each voyage of the 
steamer should, to be of any real use, last two years. Under 
these conditions the steamer would be able to stay in each of 
the commercial centres which it visits long enough to be of 
practical service to German trade, and it could so time its visits 
as to arrive at favourable periods of the year. 

Hamburg has been chosen as the point of departure. Exhibitors 
and others interested in the enterprise will have an opportunity of 
seeing the steamer in that city before she starts on her voyage 
round the world. The route has been decided upon, and the 
ports mentioned below will be visited in the following order :— 
Copenhagen, Kronstadt, Stockholm, Gothenburg, London, Am- 
sterdam, Rotterdam, Autwerp, New York, Philadelphia, Balti- 
more, New Orleans, Vera Cruz, Havanna, Laquapa, Bahia, Rio 
de Janeiro, Santos, Montevideo, Buenos Ayres, Valdivia, Val- 
paraiso, Callao, Guatemala, Manzanilla, San Francisco, Yokohama, 
Nagasaki, Shanghai, Hong Kong, Bangkok, Singapore, Calcutta, 
Bombay, Madras, Colombo, Batavia, Port Adelaide, Melbourne, 
Sydney, Cape Town, Tamatave, Zanzibar, Aden, Suez, Port Said, 
Jaffa, Beyrout, Smyrna, Constantinople, Odessa, Athens, Messina, 
Palermo, Naples, Civita Vecchia (for Rome), Genoa, Barcelona, 
Malaga, Tangiers, Lisbon, and back to Hamburg. 
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IMMIGRATION INTO BRAZIL. 


A despatch, dated the 30th December last, has been received 
from Mr. H. Wyndham, C.B., Her Majesty’s Minister at Rio de 
Janeiro, enclosing translation of a contract which had been 
published in the Diario Official of the 23rd December, between 
Mr. Anthony Taaffe, a British subject, and the Brazilian Govern- 
ment, for the settlement of two thousand families on pastoral and 
agricultural lands in the province of Parana. The following is a 
copy of the translation of the contract in question :-— 

“On the 20th day of the month of December 1888, at the 
Secretaryship of State for Affairs of Agriculture, Commerce, 
and Public Works, being present his Excellency Councillor 
Senator Antonio da Silva Prado, Minister and Secretary of 
State for the affairs of same department, on the part of the 
Imperial Government, and Anthony Taaffe, it was mutually agreed 
to contract the foundation of two Colonial centres in the 
province of Parana for the establishment of 2,000 families of 
emigrants, under the following conditions :— 

“1, The British subject Anthony Taaffe binds himself to acquire 
on his own account, or on account of a company he may organise, 
the land necessary for the foundation of two Colonial centres, 
where, either by agriculture or by cattle raising, at least 2,000 
families of European emigrants can comfortably settle. 

“ Said centres must be situated together, or separately in the 
municipality of Castro, or in Tibagy, in the province of Parana. 

“2, The contractor on his own account, shall cause the land 
he may acquire to be divided into lots of 30 or 300 hectares 
accordingly as they may be destined for agriculture or for 
cattle raising. 

“ The paths between the lots, as well as the neighbouring roads, 
shall also be opened up on account of the contractor. 

“ The measurement and demarcation of the lots shall commence 
60 days after the contractor has acquired the land requisite for 
the establishment of the centres. 


“3. Each centre shall have its head-quarters at the most 
convenient locality, the respective area of said head-quarters not 
being less than 200 hectares. 

« The measured lots there may be from five to ten hectares. 

* At each of the head-quarters shall be constructed, at the 
expense of the contractor, a church, not exceeding the cost of 
5,000,000 reis, 2 school-house, and a building for pharmacy and 
administration up to the cost of three contos of reis each; all in 
accordance with plans approved by the Government. 

“These buildings shall be erected directly 50 families are 
established in each centre. 

“4 At each centre, a shed, capabdie of housing from 250 to 
300 people, shall also be constructed at the contractor’s expense, 
for the purpose of accommodating the emigrants whilst their 
temporary houses are not prepared. 
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The maximum price of land, destined for agriculture, duly 
ae and marked out, shall be for emigrants 25, 000 reis per 
hectare, and that destined for pasture shall be 10,000 reis per 
hectare. 

* A reduction of 20 per cent. on these prices will be allowed to 
the first 100 families estabiished at each centre. 

* Facilities shall be granted to the emigrants either to effect 
the entire payment of their lots, or to do so by instalments, within 
a period of five years, without interest. 

“Directly the emigrant has been settled on a lot, he shall 
receive a provisionary title, which shall be substituted by a 
competent deed once the emigrant has concluded the respective 
payment. 


“6, Within the period of three years, reckoning from the date 
he may have acquired the land, the contractor binds himself to 
proportionally settle up to 400 families of emigrants. 

“In the maximum period of six months, reckoned from the 
date precedently established, at least 10 families must be settled 
at each centre. 

* All the families treated of by the present clause shall be 
suitably housed and maintained at the contractor's expense 
during the time necessary to obtain by their labours the requisite 
resources. 

“For the construction of a temporary house, whose cost shall 
not be less than 200,600 reis, the contractor shall supply them 
with the necessary means, such as tools, seed, Ge., &e., and what- 
ever else may be required to enable the emigrants to apply 
themselves to their labours. 


“7, The Government will cause the best plan for internal 
communication in each of the centres to be studied, as also the 
construction of roads which will put them in communication with 
a general road leading to the city of Castro, or to the nearest 
station of the Parana Railway. 

“ These studies and their respective estimates being made, the 
construction of the last roads, previously mentioned, shall be 
proceeded with, directly the contractor has realised the measure- 
ment of 200 lots in each centre, and established at least 25 
families. 

“ The other roads set forth by the plan of communication shall 
gradually be constructed as the centres become populated, and 
after the measurement and demarcation of drawings of 50 lots in 
each centre. 


«8, All the works mentioned in the present contract must be 
concluded within the term of three years, reckoning from the 
date of the purchase of the land, the period of six months being 
fixed for this purpose. 


“9, To aid the establishment of the first 100 families of 
European emigrants at each centre, a subvention of 30,000,000 
reis will be granted to the contractor, or, say, 69,000,000 reis for 
the two centres. 
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“ The delivery of that sum into the National Treasury shall be 
effected in the following manner :—10,000,000 reis in relation to 
each centre directly 100 lots have been measured and marked 
and 10 families settled thereon ; 10,000,000 reis in the samme 
proportion when 40 families are settled, and the remainder when 
200 lots have been granted and 80 families established. 

“Tt is understood that these sums are exclusively destined for 
advances to emigrants, the building of houses, clearing of land, 
tools and alimentation. 

“10. The emigrants composing the 2,000 families shal] be 
introduced on account of the State, through the medium of the 
contractors for this service, on requests being presented to the 
General Inspectorship of Lands and Colonisation. 

“The expenses of transport up to the centres will also run on 
account of the State. 

“11. The contractor may be charged with the construction of 
roads, the respective conditions being regulated by special 
contract. 


12. The supervision of the present contract pertains to the 
Inspectorship-General of Lands and Colonisation, who will 
exercise same through the medium of the engineer who may be 
nominated by the Government, and with whom the contractor 
must consult on all matters referring to the same contract. 


“13. The present contract may be directly executed by the 
British subject, Anthony Taaffe, or by the intermediary of the 
company he may organise, in which case he must notify the 
Government. 

“In the event of the contract being transferred to a com- 
pany all the rights and obligations herein stipulated will be 
substituted to same. 


“14. Failure in the fulfilment of any of the clauses of this 
contract will render the contractor liable to incur fines from 
500,000 reis to 3,000,000 reis according to the importance of 
same. 

“Tn cases of repeated failure, and it being verified that the con- 
tractor insists in not fulfilling the obligations contracted for, this 
contract will be rescinded. 

“ The contract will be considered rescinded if, within the term 
stipulated by clause 8, the land necessary for the foundation of 
the centres has not been acquired. 


“15. The penalties established in the preceding clause shall be 
imposed by the Inspectorship-General of Lands and Colonisation, 
with right of appeal to the Minister and Secretary of State for 
Affairs of Agriculture, Commerce, and Public Works, to whom it 
definitely pertains to resolve on any questions that may arise 
during the executiou of the present contract.” 

With reference to the above subject, Mr. Wyndham has reported 
that he has called the particular attention of Her Majesty’s Consul 
at Santos to Article VI. of the contract lately signed by Mr. Taaffe 
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and the Brazilian Government for the introduction of 2,000 families 
into the province of Parana, having been informed by his Italian 
colleague at the Court of Brazil that yrave complaints had reached 
him from Italian immigrants of the want, in some districts, of 
temporary accommodation pending the permanent settlement. 


Tue Inrropuctrion OF Mexican Corns into Porro Rico. 


Mr. Reginald H. Hertslet, Her Majesty’s Consul at Porto 
Rico, in a report, dated the 14th December last, with reference 
to the introduction of Mexican coins into Porto Rico, says :— 

“Tn order to prevent the fraudulent introduction of Mexican 
coin into the island of Porto Rico, the General Finance and 
Customs Department of the Island published a circular in the 
Official Gazette of the 8th December, containing the following 
rules :— 

“Captains and crews of vessels coming from ports other than 
those of the islands where Mexican coin is ir circulation, especially 
New York, Havana, Santo Domingo, aud St. Thomas, are not 
permitted to introduce the same in any quantity, however small, 
without having previously manifested it, or without availing them- 
selves, after arrival in port, of the right granted to them by the 
last paragraph of Article 26 of the Regulations, in order that the 
Custom houses of this province may comply with the decree of 
the Government of this island of the 18th November 1885, which 
was published in the Official Gazette of the following day, otherwise 
they will be liable to the penalty they may incur by the discovery 
of the said coin. 

«2nd, Captains of vessels coming to Porto Rico from any part 
of the world, who, on their arrival at any of the ports of this 
island, may be in need of Mexican coin for their disbursements, 
are prohibited from carrying the same on board their vessels with- 
out the previous knowledge and consent of the Custom house, 
and they are further required to make known any balance which 
they intend to return on shore, or, failing to do so, the Custom 
house will seize whatever is landed from all persons so offending, 
without distinction. 

“ 3rd. Captains should inform their passengers of the necessity 
for manifesting any Mexican coin which they may have in their 
possession, and thus avoid the responsibility which the ship would 
otherwise incur for conveyance of the same. 


“4th. Passengers travelling in the vessels above mentioned 
from one port to another of this island, or those travelling in 
vessels which carry merchandise transhipped from the same, are 
obliged to present to the Custom house of the port of embarkation, 
a manifest of the Mexican coin which they carry, or they will be 
held liable to the penalties prescribe] in the first section of 
Article 94 of the Customs Regulations if the said coin is found 
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in their luggage or on their persons without the foregomg require- 
ments. Passengers in coasting vessels may carry ‘Mexican coin 
by complying with the required formalities. 


* Sth. The facilities granted for the conveyance of coin from 
one port of this island to another in vessels with dutiable cargo 
are hereby abolished, and consequently, Custom house collectors 
shall cease to legalise coasting manifests for vessels which are not 
so registered ; and Custom house officials shall not allow, under 
any circnmstances, the shipment of Mexican coin in any but 
coasting vessels. 

“it should be added that, according to the 2nd section of the 
Government decree of the 18th of November 1885, referred to 
in the first of the foregoing rules, the introduction of Mexican 
coin is subject to the formality of presentation at the Custom 
house to be re-stamped, after which it ceases to be a legal tender, 
and cannot be admitted into the Treasury chest.” 


Rattway Exrenston 1x Cusa. 
Mr. A. de Capel Crowe, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at 


Havana, has sent to the Foreign Office a translation of an article 
which appeared in the semi-official newspaper Diario de la Marina 
of that city, relating to the projected extension of the Western 
Railway of Cuba, for which the detailed conditions will soon be 
published, and tenders received by the Spanish Government. 

The following is an extract from the translation in question :— 

“Railway from Pinar del Rio to Los Arroyos. The right to 
construct this line, which is a continuation of the Western Railway 
(‘ Ferro Carril del Oeste’), is about to be put to sale by public 
auction. 

‘*¢ Tn exact compliance with the royal decree, that the Board of 
Public Works of this island (‘ Inspeccion General de Obras 
Publicas ’) should with all possible despatch draw up the form of 
tenders for the sale by auction of the concession of the railway 
from Pinar del Rio to Los Arroyos, the said Board has 
accomplished its labours and forwarded the proceedings 
(‘expediente ’) to the Consultative Council of Roads, Canals, and 
Harbours (‘Junta Consultiva de Caminos, Canales, y Pnertos’) 
of this island. 

“ The account of this will, when completed, be sent on to the 
Government, by whom orders will be given for the publication of 
the tenders, and a day announced for the sale. 

“The length of the line is to be 92 kilometres; its cost is 
estimated at 2,635,000 dollars, or 25,000 dollars per kilometre for 
the first section, and 30,000 dollars for the second. 

“The permanent stations to be made are :—Pinar del Rio, San 
Luis, San Juan y Martinez, Galafre Sabalo, and Mantua y 
Arroyos. The works will be commenced in six months from the 
official approval of the auction. 
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“This railway is to receive a subvention from the State, which 
guarantees for ita minimum rate of interest of 8 per cent. per 
annum on the capital above mentioned, as has already been done 
in the case of the railways of Puerto Rico for a foreign company : 
and we are informed that the same company will undertake the 
task of constructing the railway above mentioned in the Vuelta 
Abajo.” 

Mr. Crowe, in transmitting the translation, states that the new 
line will run through the best tobacco-growing districts, and 
absorb the transport of tobacco bales now carried by mules, At 
present about 70,000 acres are under tobacco cultivation in the 
Vuelta Abajo, producing probably about 200,000 bales or 
tercios ” of 125 Ibs. each. 


Export TRADE or THE CoNGo. 


A communication, dated the 14th January last, has been 
received from the Foreign Office, transmitting a copy of the 
Bulletin Officiel of the independent State of the Congo for the 
month of October last. 

This Bulletin contains a statement of the produce exported 
from the independent State of the Congo during the second 
quarter of 1888. The total value of the export trade during 
this period was 1,501,891 frances. ‘The only articles exported 
to any considerable extent are ivory, caoutchouc, palm nuts, and 

alm oil, the values of which respectively were: 535,660 frances ; 
374,612 frances ; 249,666 franes ; and 143,707 francs. The total 
value of exports in 1887 was 7,667,969 franes. 
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IX—MISCELLANEOUS TRADE NOTICES, 


ToBacco Propucrion 1x Russta. 


The Journal de la Chambre de Commerce de Constantinople, in 
its issue of the 19th January iast, contains the following informa- 
tion respecting the production of tobacco in Russia :— 

“The Administration of Indirect Taxes in Russia has just 
published the report upon the cultivation and manufacture of 
tobacco in the Empire during the year 1887. The number of 
planters has increased to 647,830, against 561,816 in 1886, and 
the area under cultivation amounted to 58,707 desiatines, as 
compared with 58,469 desiatines in 1886. The desiatine is 
equivalent to 2*7 acres. 

“The tobacco industry has particularly developed in Little 
Russia and in the provinces of Tehernigo, Pultawa, and Kharkow, 
where tobaccos of inferior qualities are generally grown. In 
the provinces of Tauride and of Bessarabia, in Transcaucasia, 
and in the north of the Caucasus, tobaccos of superior quality 
are chietly cultivated. 

“Tobacco, for the manufacture of cigars, is produced in the 
province of Samara, and tobaccos of inferior qualities in those of 
Tambov, Voronej, Riazan, Koursk, Portolie, and Toula. 

«“ The tobacco crop in 1887 amounted to 5,036,646 pouds 
(against 4} million pouds in 1886), 675,404 pouds of which were 
grown in the north of the Caucasus. (The poud is equivalent to 
36 lbs. avoirdupois. ) 

“ Of 5,036,646 pouds, comprising the total crop of 1887, about 
4,035,000 pouds enter into the category of ordinary tobaccos, 
Tobaccos of superior quality constitute 19°9 per cent. of the total 
production ; they are divided into two qualities, namely, Turkish 
tobaccos and American tobaccos. 

« The number of tobacco factories has fallen from 371 in 1886 
to 362 in 1887. The most important tobacco warehouses, to the 
number of 957, are principally concentrated in Little Russia. 
Plantations have supplied, in 1887, to the warehouses and to the 
factories, 4,860,497 pouds of tobacco (against 4,101,364 pouds in 
1886). 

« To the preceding figures there should be added 74,592 pouds 
of tobacco in leaf, imported from abroad, and delivered to Russian 
factories and warehouses.” 

The Levant Herald, of the 15th January last, says :— 

“The Russian culture of Turkish tobacco does not appear to 
have attained the financial success predicted for it by the pro- 
moters of the new industry. Otherwise the climatic and local 
conditions of the plantations are comparatively favourable, and 
good and bad seasons are not more chequered in the tobacco- 
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growing regions of Russia than they are in Turkey. ‘The 
‘Turkish tobacco plantations in Russia are chiefly confined to the 
four provinces or districts of the Caucasus, the Crimea, Bessa- 
rabia, and the territory of the Don Cossacks. In the Caucasus 
the plantations are more especially located in the Trans-Kuban 
districts about Ekaterinodar, Maikop, and in the Stanitza of 
Krimskaya. In these districts the weather last season was, 
on the whole, favourable to the tobacco harvest, the spring moist 
and genial, and the long summer continuously warm without 
damage from winds or hail. The result was, in quantity 
and quality, a good harvest. The Caucasian harvest yielded 
500,060 pouds ; or, 150,000, 100,000, and 250,000 pouds respec- 
tively in Ekaterinodar, Maikop, and Krimskaya. Owing, how- 
ever, to the increased competition among planters, the largely 
enhanced cost of productive labour, the large discount demanded 
by buyers, and the increased and increasing Excise imposts, the 
financial results are so discouraging that many of the largest 
planters have resolved to abandon the culture of Turkish tobacco. 
Unless, it is said, assistance from some quarter come to the 
Caucasian planters to enable them to tide over the present crisis, 
more than one-half of thera will this year abandon the expensive 
culture of Turkish tobaccos. 

“Tn the Southern Crimea the outlook is equally discouraging. 
In the Don country many of the planters have already abandoned 
the business as hopelessly unprofitable under present conditions. 
The Don planters last season produced over 100,000 pouds ; this 
season’s yield does not exceed 25,000 pouds, and this is of 
indifferent quality owing to destructive winds. The only parcel 
as yet sold fetched from 5 to 7 roubles per poud. From the 
Northern Crimea, which this season produced 100,000 pouds, a 
small quantity has been sent to St. Petersburg, where it realised 
from 4 to 7 roubles; the quality, however, is not good, owing to 
the summer droughts on those plantations. 

“Tt is in the Southern Crimea where the decline in the value 
of the yield js most noticeable. The superior description of 
Turkish tobacco raised in this distriet formerly brought from 
25 to 30 roubles per poud. ‘This year 10 roubles is the highest 
obtainable price, and the yield is over 500,000 pouds. There 
would appear to be no question of over-production. Then why 
does not the new industry prosper? Of course, the answer may 
be anticipated: the new industry does not receive that support 
from the Government which every new industrial enterprise in 
Russia demands as aright. It is ever the same sad, helpless, 
shifiless, complaining of native Russian enterprise. Why does 
not the Government take all the risks and assist the planters to 
compete successfully with the Turkish product? A happy ide: 
now strikes the planters. If, they say, the Russian culture of 
Turkish tobacco is to succeed, they must organise at once a large 
export trade to the great Western European markets, on which 
they believe they will be able to compete successfully with the 
Turkish and Spanish producers. The Russian planters may 
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discover this enterprise to be more signally illusionary than their 
first short experience on the home markets. 

* Bessarabia yielded this season 150,000 pouds, but the average 
quality is bad. Common sorts are quoted at 2} to 4 roubles, 
and the best description, which formerly brought 25 roubles, can 
now be obtained at 10 roubles the poud, but this is known to be 
inixed with old stock.” 


THE SIBERIAN FuR TRADE. 


The Russian Government is, says the Levant Herald for 
the 24th December last, about to take steps to preserve the fur- 
bearing animals of Siberia, which, with the present demand for 
furs, stand in much danger of extermination. At the great fur 
fair of Irbit last summer no fewer than 3,180,000 squirrel skins 
were sold, but there were only half a million black squirrel pelts 
offered, against 1,200,000 in the previous year. The other skins 
sold numbered 1,300,000 hares, 140,000 marmots, 30,000 
polecats, 11,00u blue fox, 10,000 badgers, and a smaller quantity 
of bear and wolf. 


FREIGHTS AT ODESSA. 


We quote the following remarks from the Russian Journal de 
St. Pétersboury for the 29th of December last :—- 

“The considerable rise which has lately occurred in the 
freights of our southern ports inspires the Moscow Gazette with 
projects which are but little in keeping with the protectionist 
theories usually propounded with so much frankness by that 
newspaper. The freights for cereals from Odessa to the ports of 
Great britain, it says, varied in 1886 from 7s. to 16s. 6d. a ton. 
At the close of August 1888 we saw these freights raised to 
36s. 3d. A slight fall has occurred since: nevertheless, through 
the month of \ctober ships were being freighted in Odessa at a 
rate of 31s.aton. This gives, in comparison with 1886, a loss 
of 12 copecks a poud of cereals, which falls on the Russian 
producer. 

“To remedy this state of things, the Moscow Gazette recom- 
mends a reduction of entrance dues on cargoes imported from 
abroad by Russian vessels, The idea is not 2 novel one. But 
the author of this strange proposition ought to have added that 
we have only an insignificant number of ocean vessels, and that a 
merchant navy weuld have to be created to meet the require- 
ments of exportation.” 
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Tre Porr or Baroum. 


The Russian Nouveau Temps announces that the harbour 
works at Batoum will not be concluded until the month of 
March next. 


OLiveE CuLTuRY IN Russia. 


The Journal de la Chambre de Commerce de Constantinople, in 
its issue of the 12th January last, states that the Russian 
Minister of Domains intends, in the coming spring, to have 
olive trees planted in the several districts of the Caucasus. 
This decision has been taken on different reports of the 
Governor of Koulais, stating that olive trees grow well in 
the greater portion of the district and yield abundantly. The 
olive tree grows in the wild state in the districts of Artoine, 
Soukum-Kaleh, Elisabetpol and in Lankeran. Attempts at 
culture made at Gagra, Novo-Afona, on the shores of the Black 
Sea, and at Artoine, to the south of Batoum, have given the best 
results. 


THe Toy Trabde 1n Russta, 


The Russian Nouveau Temps mentions as a curious fact that 
the manufacture of children’s toys in Russia is becoming more 
and more an employment for persons belonging to the educated 
and cultivated classes. The first shop for educational toys for 
children (Kindergarten toys) was founded at St. Petersburg by 
a distinguished philologist, Dr. Lavrenko. Several of the 
principal shops for toys are now under the management of 
scholars and people in good society. It is the same in Moscow, 
where, for educational purposes, the management of the most 
successful toy-shops h:s been placed in the hands of the wives of 
professional men. 


OF Lime tn Russia, 


The Engrais states that there exist in Russia important beds 
of phosphate of lime, occupying almost the whole area of an 
immense triangle, the base of which would pass from Odessa 
to Orenburg. The number of strata, one above the other, varies 
from three to seven, but for the most part the deposit is a mere 
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vein. The beds are at one place near the surface, in another 
they are several lLundred metres below the ground. The 
phosphate often takes the form of nodules of very diverse size 
and colour, but it is also found in slabs or even in massive 
blocks. The principal bed in Russia, that of Koursk, forms 
an immense basin extending for a length of more than 150 
kilometres. 


TrapE Or ICELAND IN 1888. 


The Danish Berlingske Tidende for the 3rd January last, 
gives the following particulars regarding the trade of Iceland in 
1888 :— 

“ The cod-fishery on the coast of Iceland, so far as the South 
and West Provinces are concerned, was very successful ; but the 
cod-fishery and seal-fishery in the North and East, where the 
ice hampered all navigation until the summer was more than 
half over, gave less favourable results. The Icelanders have 
found a slightly improved market this past year for nearly all 
their national products, and at the conclusion of 1888 the 
merchants found very little left upon their hands. About 
935,000 pounds of wool were sold, the best qualities of which 
went to England. The exceptionally large take of cod off the 
Norwegian coast did not promise well for the sale of Icelandic 
fish, and as the Icelandic take also was good last year, the Spanish 
buyers held aloof in the beginning of the season, and offered 
only low prices for Icelandic klip-fish. This attitude of the 
Spauish market, however, acted favourably on the market in 
Norway, and the cod from the southern waters of Ieeland proving 
of exceptionally good quality, the Icelanders sold well in 
Norway; in June and July cargoes to Spain again fetched 
prices of quite the average value. Considerable trade was done 
in salt lamb’s flesh and salted sheepskins. The supply of eider 
down in 1888 was somewhat smaller than usual.” 


MARGARINE IN SWEDEN. 


We extract the following from the official Swedish gazette, 
Post-och-Inrikes Tidningar, for the 24th January last :— 

«The question of margarine from the hygienic point of view 
was dealt with on the evening of the 22nd instant, before a large 
assembly of the Swedish College of Physicians. A report was 
read from the comptroller of the margarine factory at Arboga, 
Dr. C. Wettergren ; while Dr. J. P. Lundgren, Professor at the 
Institute of Veterinary Surgeons, followed with a paper on ihe 
strict rules now enforced in the oleomargarine factories of the 
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United States, which factories Dr. Lundgren has lately visited. 
After an animated discussion the College passed the following 
resolution, which was proposed by Professor Heyman and seconded 
by Professor Wallis: ‘The Swedish © ‘ollege of Physcians 
expresses the opinion that margarine which. is properly pre- 
pared with healthy ingredients is a wholesome, easily digestible 
and, in relation to its price, nourishing article of food, the 
prohibition of which would inflict serious injury on the poorer 
Classes 


A new TrapdInGc Port IN SwEDEN. 


The Swedish //a/lands-Posten states that it is intended to 
improve the Swedish port of Halmstad, on the Kattegat, and 
supply it with a regular service of steamers running to England 
and back. It is believed that the geographical position of 
Ifalmstad points it out as peculiarly fitted to be the channel of 
the import az well as export trade of the south of Sweden with 
Great Britain. 


German Mercuant Navy 1n Tue Batic 18838. 


The following information respecting the movement of the 
merchant navy of Germany in the Baltic in 1888 is extracted 
from a recent report by the French Consul at Danzig, published 
in the Moniteur Officiel du Commerce for the 10th January :— 

“There has developed, within recent times, a sensible improve- 
ment in the maritime relations of the Baltic coast and sea. 
Freights, as much in German waters as in foreign ports, have 
reached, within the last 12 months, a point permitting shipowners 
to derive a considerable profit. Nevertheless, the tleet is always, 
in Germany, in a most critical state, with the exception of a 
few places such as Kiel and Fleasbourg, which have succeeded 
in considerably developing their steam fotillas. ‘Che number of 
Baltic German vessels has rapidly diminished within the last 10 
years. According to the official statistics of the mercantile 
marine published in Berlin, it has fallen from 2,109 ships in 
1875 to 1,370 in 1888; whilst at the same time the tonnage 
diminished by 118,382 tons, or by 25 per cent., and the number 
of mariners by 6, 869 men, or 37 per cent. 

“The causes of this sudden decrease are attributed to the 
difficulties which the fleet has met with in being obliged to pass 
from sailing to steam, and to the substitution of “ships « of 2 small 
tonnage for large iron ships, as well as to the crisis through 
which the freight market passed from 1878 to the end of 1887. 
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“Whilst the armaments of the Baltic Sea fall off year by 
year in importance, the German ports of the North Sea daily 
advance, ‘The mercantile navies of Hamburg and Bremen have 
increased two-fold, as regards tonnage, in the course of the last 
10 years. 

“ The shipbuilding yards have, within recent times, reached a 
high state of development. They have almost all large orders. 
Thus, when the German industry does not suftice for building, 
recourse is had to foreign yards. On account of Hamburg alone, 
42 steamers of a total tonnage of 100,000 tons, and eight steel 
and iron vessels measuring 13,000 tons, are being now constructed. 
Of this number 25 steam and five sailing vessels are in course 
of construction on the German stocks ; 16 steam and three sailing 
vessels are in order abroad.” 


GERMAN LEGISLATION RESPECTING BUTTER SUBSTITUTES. 


Kuhlow’s German Trade Review and Exporter for the 23rd 
January last publishes the following translation of the law in 
Germany dealing with butter substitutes :— 

“Sect. 1. The business localities and other sale places, includ- 
ing market halls, where margarine is professionally sold or offered 
for sale, must have the inscription ‘ sale of margarine’ indelibly 
marked on them in a conspicuous place. By ‘margarine’ in the 
sense of this law is to be understood all preparations similar to 
milk butter, whose fatty substances are not exclusively derived 
from milk. 

“Sect. 2, The admixture of butter with margarine or other 
edible fats, for the purpose of trading with such mixtures, and 
further the professional sale or offering for sale of the same, are 
prohibited. This provision does not apply to the addition of 
butter fat derived from the employment of milk or cream in the 
manufacture of margarine, provided that not more than 100 
specific parts (Gerwichtstheile) of milk, or 10 parts of cream to 
100 parts of fatty substances not derived from milk, are employed. 

“ Sect. 3. The vessels and outer coverings in which margarine 
is professionally offered for sale or sold must bear in a conspicuous 
place a clear and indelible inscription, containing the designation 
‘margarine. If margarine is professionally sold or offered for 
sale in entire barrels or chests, tle inscription must, in addition, 
give the name or firm of the manufacturer. If margarine is 
professionally sold or offered for sale in separate pieces, these 
must be in the form of cubes, and have an inscription stamped 
on them, giving their descriptions as ‘margarine,’ and the name 
or firm of the seller, unless they are provided with a covering 
bearing such inscription. The federal council is empowered to 
issue farther detailed enactments to be published in the Imperial 
Gesetzblatt, for the due carrying out of the provisions in sections 
1, 2, and 3 of this law. 
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“Sect. 4. The provisions of this law do not apply to products 
of the kind indicated in section 1, which are not meant for human 
food. 

“Sect. 5. Infringements of the provisions of this law or of the 
enactments to be published by the federal council under section 33 
are to be punished by fines up to 150 marks, or by arrest. If 
the offence is repeated, the sentence shall be a fine not exceeding 
G00 marks, arrest or imprisonment not exceeding three months. 
This provision shall not apply in case three years have elapsed 
since the date on which the penalty for the previous offence was 
completed or remitted. In addition to the penalty, judgment 
may be given to seize the articles sold or offered for sale in 
violation of the provisions of this law, whether the articles in 
question belong or not to the person sentenced. If the prosccu- 
tion or condemnation of a particular person is not practicable, 
judgment to seize the goods may be given independently. 

“Sect. 6. The provisions of the law relating to the traflic in 
articles of food and drink and consumption, of 14th May 
(Reichsgesetzblatt, page 145), remain unaffected, The provisions 
in sections 16 and 17 of the same law are equally applicable to 
infringements of the provisions of the present law.” 


Lave Srock Exmipirions 1x Paris, 1889. 


A notice has recently been published by the Agricultural 
Department of the Privy Council Office stating that an Inter- 
national Universal Exhibition of horses and asses, stallions and 
mares fit for breeding purposes, will be held in Paris during the 
present yeur. The exhibition will be opened to the public 
upon September Ist, and will remain open until Wednesday the 
11th of September. 

All entries of animals for exhibition must be made before the 
Ist of June next, addressed to the Ministére de lAgriculture, 
Direction des Haras, Paris, where forms of entry may be obtained. 

The total amount of money offered in prizes at this exhibition 
is 9,7002 Medals of gold, silver, and bronze will be given to 
the first, second, and third prize animals, respectively, and a 
work of art to the breeder who shall exhibit the best lot of 
animals, not less than five, in the same catégorie. 

There are six heads, or catéyorics, into which the prize list is 
divided. 

No. I. comprises thoroughbreds (ruces de pur sang); Avabians ; 
thoroughbred English ; and thoroughbred Anglo- Arabian (Anglo- 
Arabe pur sang). 

No. I. Barbs (race barbe). 

No. ILI. ‘Trotters. 

No. Half-breds. 
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No. V. Draught horses. This catéyoric is split up into three 
divisions :—First. Percherons, Boulonnais, Bretons, Ardennais, 
Belgians, English breeds sdales, Suffolks, Shire horses, 
and others—Norics or Pincraus, Second. Other breeds not 
included in the former division. ‘Third. Animals suited for 
breeding mules (race Mulassierc). 

No. VI. Asses. 

No one but the actual owner will be allowed to exhibit animals, 
and the age of all animals will date from the Ist of January in 
the year of their birth. 

Strict proof will be required of the birth of all foals, and of 
the date of covering. 

An infirmary will be provided for sick horses, and a medical 
service arranged for the grooms. 

Animals must arrive at the showyard by August 30th, and 
will be received from the 29th until the 3lst of August. 

The juries who will award the prizes will be nominated partly 
by the Minister of Agriculture and partly by the exhibitors. 
And each foreign country, from which at least 10 horses are sent 
for exhibition, wili have the right to nominate one juryman, and 
two jurymen if 20 horses or mules are sent. 

On Wednesday, the 11th of September, the last day of the 
show, there will be sales by auction. 


A later notice has been issued by the Agricultural Department 
of the Privy Council Office stating that the French Ministry of 
Agriculture have decreed that a erand universal breeding exhibi- 
tion of cattle, sheep, pigs, and ‘poultry shall be held in Paris 
during the present year. It will be opened on the 13th of July, 
and remain open until the 22nd of July. 


It is open to animals of all countries, for which there are special 
and liberal prizes offered, together with medals. 


The cattle, sheep, and pigs are each separated into two 
Males and females of foreign breeds, born and reared in 
hitcioe countries, introduced or imported into France, and belong- 
ing either to foreigners or to French persons. 


B. Males and females of Fyench or foreign breeds born and 
reared in France. 


The A division of cattle is sub-divided into six classes :— 
- Breeds of the coasts of the North Sea. 
IJ. Breeds of the coasts of the Baltic Sea. 
II]. Breeds of Central Europe. 
IV. Breeds of South-west Europe. 
V. Breeds not comprised in the above. 
VI. Groups of cows in milk. 


Prizes are offered for chickens of all breeds, for geese, ducks, 
turkeys, guinea fowls, pigeons, leporides, rabbits, and ostriches. 
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Entries must be made on or before the Ist of April next, to 
the Minister of Agriculture, Paris, from whom forms can be 
obtained, 

The programme of the exhibition is as follows :—- 

Animals must be presented on the 9th of July, and will be 
refused after this date. 

Friday, July 12th.— All animals will be classified. 

Saturday, July 13th—The exhibition will be opened, and 
judging will begin. The public will be admitted at noon. 
Admission five frances. 

From Sunday, July 14th, to Sunday, July 21st. — The 
exhibition will remain open from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m, Admission 
one franc, 

Monday, 22nd.—Auction sales will be held, and the exhibition 
will be open to the public until 5 pan., when it will finally close. 

Tuesday, July 23rd.—-Animals may be removed from 4 a.m., 
and should be cleared off by noon. 


CANDLES IN PORTUGAL. 


The Belgian Bulletin du Musée Commercial, for the 5th January 
last, says that the import duty of 80 reis per kilogramme being almost 
prohibitive, the Portuguese candle factories now almost entirely 
supply the internal consumption of the country. ‘Their resources, 
however, are so limited that when, in October 1887, the factory 
worked by the Unido Fabril Company, was partially burned 
down, that company was oblized, to satisfy the demands of its 
clients, to import candles from Belgium, while its buildings were 
being reconstructed. 

Nothing is sold in Portugal except white candles, in packets of 
silk paper and blue paper, each containing four, five, or six candles, 
and usually weighing 265 grammes, 


RAILWAYS IN PorRTUGUESE AFRICA, 


The Belgian Bulletin du Musée Commercial for the 12th January 
last, prints a letter from the Belgian Legation at Lisbon, dated 
December 19,1888. It runs as follows :-- 

“ Among the means which Portugal intends to adopt with a 
view to the development of the colonisation of the southern 
portion of her African possession of Angola, is a railway which 
she projects with the object of connecting the table-land of 
Mossamedes with the sea. A distinguished engineer, M. Machado, 
has been charged with the formation of the plans for this railway, 
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and he is now returning to Lisbon to lay his report before the 
Government. The establishment of a line of railway placing 
the table-land of Mossamedes in direct connexion with the coast 
has long been recognised as being quite as important for the 
future of the southern part of the colony as the construction of 
the Ambaca railway is for the north of Angola. The elevated 
districts of Mossamedes present, it appears, the double advantage 
of a climate relatively temperate, and a great fertility of soil, 
favourable to the cultivation of corn and vegetables. These 
products of agricultural industry need but ways and means of 
transit to forma considerable item of exportation. 

“It is hoped, moreover, that by opening up the table-land, 
emigrants may be tempted to come from Europe to try their 
fortunes in Angoia, where, up to the present time, colonisation has 
been limited to immigration of a limited number of natives from 
Madeira. The European Portuguese naturally and exclusively 
turns his face towards Brazil, and it would be an advantage in 
every sense if some portion of these streams of emigration could be 
diverted towards Africa. At the present time, no regular steamer 
leaves Lisbon for Brazil which does not carry with her a 
considerable number of emigrants, many of whom are Portuguese. 
The Government is interested in devising means by which a 
reaction in favour of other colonies can be formed, and if any 
portion of the rural population of the mother country could 
be induced to try Africa instead of Brazil it would be an 
advantage. One of the essential conditions, however, of an 
efficacious propaganda in favour of the Portuguese African 
colonies is the establishment of railways opening up interior 
districts favourable in climate and soil; and thus, while the 
Portuguese Government does not conceal from itself the difficulty 
involved in these schemes, it is determined to persist in encouraging 
the formation of such lines of railway.” 


MANUFACTURE OF GLASS IN ITALY. 


The Volkswirthschaftliche Wochenschrift for the 3rd January 
last announces that a company has been formed to establish a 
manufactory of window and table glass at Milan. The German 
newspaper adds that the importance of this fact will not 
escape the notice of exporters in other countries, Hitherto, 
Italy has almost entirely depended upon foreigners for glass 
wares, but it is intended to start the new company on such a 
scale as, if possible, to exclude foreign glass altogether from the 
Italian market. The technical management of the factory is to be 
placed in the hands of a Belgian expert. It appears that a capital 
of a million frances has already been subscribed. An Italian firm 
in Mannheim is interested in the enterprise. 
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Wine Propvuction 1n 1888, 


The Italian Bollettino dell Finanze prints the following table, 
which indicates the figures for the wine product of 1888 in the 
various divisions of Italy, and at the same time compares them 
with those for 1887 -— 


| 1888, 1887. 
100 Hectolitres. 100 Hectolitres. 

Piedmont - - - - 31,394 34,753 
Lombardy - - - 9,609 | 11,520 
Venetia - - 11,440 | 9,511 
Liguria ~ - - - 3,004 3,398 
Emilia - - - - 15,018 20,688 
The Marches and Umbria — - - 28,572 24.625 
Tuscany - - 34,722 29,282 
Latium - - - - | 16,301 | 21,096 
South Adriatic - - - - | 40,177 | 41,704 
South Mediterranean - «4 42,229 | 44,893 
Sicily - - 57,103 | 65,005 
Sardinia = | 12,407 7,775 
Total - - - | 301,976 | 314,250 


AUSTRO-HUNGARIAN RATLWAYS. 


The Lerant Herald for the 24th December last says that the 
returns of the Austro-Hungarian railways during the first nine 
months of 1888 show that new lines were built in that period 
extending over 343 kilometres in Austria and 219 kilometres in 
Hungary. In September the receipts were very good. The 
number of passengers increased by 463,244 persons, or 6-4 per 
ecnt.; the traffic of goods increased by 13} per cent.; and the 
total receipts were 7°9 per cent. higher. The total receipts of all 
the railways in Austria and Hungary during the first nine months 
of 1888 were 191,029,043 fl. (that is, 11,271,604 fl. more than 
during the same period of 1887). The unusually favourable 
figures of September are almost entirely due to the transports of 
corn, Coal and minerals also contributed towards the favourable 
results. 


Greek Ratways. 


According to the Athens newspapers, the Ottoman Government 
has finally announced its consent to the completion of the Larissa 
railway, but on condition that the junction should be at Eyoub 
instead of at Salonica, an alteration which involyes considerablv 
more expense to the contractors. 
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The Rerue de [ Orient says that the difficulties regarding the 
mutual attitude of the Greek and ‘urkish Governments to the 
. Larissa-Athens railway having now been surmounted, the Greek 
: Government is giving its attention to the completion of the net- 
work of Greek railways. Among the lines which it has decided 
to construct is that from Pyrgos to Megalopolis through 
Carytaina, which will be 86 kilometres in length; that from 
Megalopolis to Gythion through Sparta, of 97 idlometres ; and 
that from Pylos to Pyros, of 102 kilometres, a total of 285 kilo- 
metres, the cost of construction being estimated at a little under 
a million pounds. To complete the inter-communication, other 
lines of a much less importance will have to be opened. The 
Greek Government expects to ask for a loan of over a million, 
which it hopes to obtain at an interest of 6 per cent. 

A notice on the proposed construction of the above railway 

| appeared on p. 54 of the January number of the Journa/. 


Turkisu 


The Constantinople newspapers state that a convention has 
been entered into between the Turkish Minister of Public Works 
and Messrs. Seligmann Bros. for the construction of a railway 
starting from Gracko, a station on the Uskup-Salonica line, 
ascending the valley of the Cernaja as far_as Monastir, and to be ; 
eventually continued as far as Serfidjé. This is to be called the 
Macedonian railway, and will be of great strategical importance j 
to the Turkish Government. 


Foreign TRADE OF BULGARIA. 


The Bucharest Curieurul Financiar gives the following summary 
of the trade of Bulgaria for 1885, 1886, and 1887, as shown in 
the latest official trade report of the Bulgarian Government. 

In 1885 the imports were 97,346,559 kilogrammes, representing 
a value of about one million seven hundred thousand pounds : 

and the exports were 325,546,635 kilogrammes, of a total value : 
elightly greater. 

In 1886 the imports rose to 115,598,662 kilogrammes, of a 
value of two and a half million pounds; and the exports to 

338,040,772 kilogrammes, of the value of two million pounds. 
In 1887 the amounts of the imports were 130,426,651 kilo- 
grammes and two and a half million pounds (about 18,000/ more 
| than in 1886); the exports fell to 269,481,784 kilogrammes, and 
to a value of 1,800,000/ 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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The trade of Bulgaria during 1887 was carricd on with the 
following foreign couniries 


Imports. Exports. 

| 

| Franes. Franes. 
Austria-Hungary - - - | 15,276,658 3,618,756 
England - - - | 21,923,776 5,802,411 
Belgium - - | 1,061,580 386,115 
Germany - - 2,945,161 2,999,399 
Greece - . - - | 356,857 361,905 
Italy - - - 1,115,762 857,603 
Roumania - - =| 2,924,753 607,580 
Russia - - - - 3,277,412 118,106 
America - - - | 421,247 _ 
Servia - - 793,602 272,482 
Turkey - - - | 9,586,611 24,860,663 
France - - | 4,140,080 | 6,456,087 
Holland - - - | 15,226 
Switzerland - - | 

| 


908,655 | 25 


It these figures, says the Curieurul, that the 
vsommercial movement of Bulgaria is a progressive one, 


THE POPULATION OF ROUMANIA. 


The Belgian Consul at Kustendje says the lands in his district 
placed under cultivation continue to increase in area, principally 
owing to the enhanced growth of maize, millet, and barley, which 
is due to the immigration of «a fair class of cultivators from 
Roumania proper. These immigrants have taken the place of a 
large number of emigrants who “have, within the last few years, 
caused a decrease in the Turkish and 'Tartar population of the 
ruralcommunes. ‘The Kustendje district comprises the arrondisse- 
ment of the same name and also of Hiseova, Medjidie, Silistria 
Nona, and Mangalia. With the exception of wooded highlands 
in Silistria Nona, on the Bulgarian side, and of nine sinall lakes, 
the country is one vast gently undulating plain, very healthy, and 
very favourable to agriculture. There are in the district tive 
towns and eighty communes, of which seven are urban and seventy- 
three rural. “According to the last census the apo, of the 
whole amounted to only 90,740 souls (23,894 men, 21,138 women, 
and 45,708 children) ; the total being 69,260, or 43 per cent. less 
than the population over the same area before the war of 1877. 
This decrease has affected the country principally rather than — 
towns. With a view to filling up the gap the Government, i 
January 1888, promulgated a law for the purpose of cite, 
gratuitously, 20 hectares of land on the frontier, “and 15 
hectares of land in the interior, te non-commissioned officers 
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who, after having served 12 years in the army, wish to establish 
themselves in the Dobroupja; and 15 or 12 hectares, according to 
the locality, to corporals after nine years’ service. At Anadolkioi, 
a village about two kilometres distance from Kustendje, a cattle 
market is being constructed towards which the Chambers have 
voted 1,000,000 fr. It is thought this market will give increased 
importance to the export cattle trade, 


CoMMERCIAL CONDITION OF THE IsLANbs. 


The United States Consular Agent at Jaluit, Marshall Islands, 
in a report recently issued by the United States Lepar:ment of , 
State, with reference to the commercial condition of the Marshall 
Islands, says :— 

“ The product of the Marshall Islands consists chiefly of copra. 
Shells, red and pink coral, and sponge are found in limited quan- 
tities. The natives make a great number of mats, hats, and fans 
from the fibre of the cocoa-nut and other native trees. The 
yearly yield of copra is about 3,000,000 pounds, the greatest 
portion of which is shipped to Europe. The price paid to 
natives is 1 cent per pound; to traders, 12 cents; and about 
3 to 3} cents per pound is procured for it in Europe. 

* A good demand exists for American goods, especially provi- 
sions, cutlery, hardware, thread, denim, and clothing, and a good 
price is obtainable therefor. Fire-arms and ammunition of all 
kinds are prohibited from sale, hence none are dealt in. Beer is 
the only beverage permitted to be sold to the natives, and but a 


4 very little of that is uscd by them, as they are very temperate. 

; Tobacco is in great demand, the kind being known as ‘ Nigger- 
head.’ 


“ The currency of the islands, until recently, consisted of Chilian 
and Peruvian coin, but under a late regulation of the German 
authorities German coin has been declared the legal tender, and 
the German firm who imported the Chilian and Peruvian coin here 
in large quantities and passed it for the same value as American 
coin, now refuses to accept it except at a discount of 374 per cent. 
No offer was made by them to redeem it, but without notice of 
even one week they declared it depreciated te that extent. The 

natives are naturally very much dissatisfied, and indeed it is a 
; matter that they feel ought to be corrected by the Government, 
which has agreed to protect them, and for which they pay a yearly 
tax. The natives have a decided preference for American coin, 
and will part with their produce when paid in such currency, 
when otherwise it could not be purchased at all. 

“Since the 15th day of October 1885, these islands have been 
under the protectorate of the German Government, and later, on 
the 14th day of April 1888, Pleasant Island was declared to be 
under the same protectorate. They are governed by a High Com- 
missioner, who at divers intervals publishes laws or regulations 
for their government. ‘These laws, up to the present time, consist 


| 
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of harbour regulations, the prohibiting of selling or giving to 
natives arms, ammunition, spirituous liquors, credit in any form, 
the prohibiting of purchase or rental of lands, the levying of a tax 
or license of 250 dollars per trip upon trading vessels not belong- 
ing to a firm located within the islands, who may enter for trad- 
ing purposes, and the levying of taxes and licenses. 

Taxes are in the nature of poll-tax—5 dollars per year for each 
foreigner. Licenses are imposed upon each trader, amounting to 
10 dollars per annum, Commercial firms doing a business of 
125,000 dollars or more per year have to pay a yearly license of 
1,500 dollars. Those doing a business less than the foregoing 
amount have to pay a yearly sum of 750 dollars. The natives 
have to pay a yearly tax of 2,000 dollars; this is payable in copra 
to the Jaluit Gesellschaft at the rate of 1 cent per pound, a total 
of 200,000 pounds. The natives would much preter paying in 
money, but they are not accorded that privilege, and the Gesell- 
schaft reaps the benefit of the copra. 

« The judiciary court here is composed of the High Commissioner 
and two assessors. 

“ A petition was lately circulated to obtain signatures, petition- 
ing the German Government to declare a protectorate over the 
Kingsmill group. In the Kingsmill group it was circulated by 
one of the captains in the employ of the Jaluit Gesellschaft, and 
was pretty extensively signed by the patrons of that firm. The 
Kingsmills are much more productive than the Marshalls, and a 
much larger volume of business is done there, especially by 
American vessels.” 


Tur Foreign Traprk or New York In 1888. 


Bradstreet’s for the 12th January last, says that— 

“The details of the foreign commerce of New York during 
the calendar vear 1888 show a decline of nearly 3 per cent. 
from 1887, aggregating but 813,536,905 dols. in 1888, against 
836,178,598 dols. in 1887, a falling-off of about 22,641,693 dols. 
The responsibility for this decline rests on the imports, which 
only amounted to 464,080,823 dols. in 1888, against 502,110,746 
in 1887, a loss of over 38,000,000 dols., or about 74 per cent. 
This loss was due to smaller imports of the precious metals. 
Exports, on the contrary, show a gain of 44 per cent., 
increasing from 332,067,852 dols. in 1887 to 349,456,582 dols. 
in 1888. As in the case of imports, the precious metals are 
responsible for the increase here shown, the total exports 
being wore than double those of 1887. The specie and bullion 
imports were 8,206,303 dols. in 1888, against 40,575,963 dols, 
in 1887, while the exports were 49,565,852 dols., against only 
21,047,201 dols. in 1887. The exports, exclusive of specie 
and bullion, in 1888 were valued at 299,890,520 dols., against 
313,030,651 dols. in 1887, a decline of over 13,000,000 dols 


while the aggregate exports exceeded 1887 by over 15,000,000 
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dols., showing the important part played by the bullion movement 
during the year. ‘lhe imports, exclusive of specie and bullion, 
were 455,874,020 dols. in 1888, against 461,534,778 dols. in 1887, 
a decline of nearly 6,000,000 dols., while the aggregate imports 
of all kinds declined over 38,000,000 dols., as above stated. The 
importance of the dry goods import trade to the consumers of 
New York is illustrated by the total value of imports in 1888, 
This amounted to 125,876,070 dols., or over 27 per cent. of the 
aggregate imports. ‘This line, it may also be noted, showed an 
increased movement in 1888, while the imports of general 
merchandise and specie declined. Of the exports in 1888, 
290,779,161 dols. worth were of domestic products, against 
304,021,758 dols. in 1887. They constituted 83 per cent. of 
the total exports in 1888, against 91 per cent. in 1887, a decline 
of 8 per cent. Specie and bullion exports, on the contrary, rose 
from 6 per cent. of the whole in 1887 to 14 per cent. in 1888, 
and the imports fell from about 8 per cent. in 1887 to less than 
2 per cent. in 1888.” 


Growrit OF tHE Untrep Srates Posvar System. 


Respecting the growth of the postal system of the American 
Union Bradstrect’s for the 12th Junnary last, has the following :— 

“ No other department of the United States Government shows 
such a remarkable growth as the Postal Department, as regards 
the extent of the business done by it. In 1790, the year after 
the government under the Constitution went into operation, there 
were only 75 post offices in the country, the post routes covered 
only 1,875 miles, the gross revenue of the department amounted 
to only 37,935 dols., and its gross expenditure to 32,140 dols., 
and the total sum paid as compensation to postmasters amounted 
to only 8,198 dols. In the fiscal year 1888, before the lapse of 
quite a century, the number of post offices had increased to 
57,376, the post routes to 403,976, the gross revenue to 
52,695,176 dols., the gross expenditure to 55,795,357 dols., and 
the compensation to postmasters to 12,589,768 dols. In other 
words, in the course of less than a century the number of post 
offices has been increased over 750 times, the extent of post 
routes over 200 times, and the gross revenue over 1,300 times,” 


ProroseD JUNCTION OF CHILIAN AND ARGENTINE 
RAILWAys. 


The French Minister at Santiago, in a report published in the 
Bulletin du Ministere des Travaux Publics, for the month of 
November last, with respect to the proposed junction of the 
Chilian and Argentine railways across the Andes chain, says :— 

“The growing development of the commercial relations between 
the Republic of Chiliand the Argentine Republic has demonstrated 


MISCELLANEOUS TRADE NOTICES. 191 
for some years the utility of a rapid and regular means of com- 
munication between the two countries. Up to the present no 
attempts made for the establishment of a trans-Andean railway 
have been carried on with sufficient activity nor sufficiently 
supported by the interested Governments. The Chilian and 
Argentine lines have only advanced in the direction of each 
other, but have stopped before the formidable obstacle which 
they must overcome in order to effect their junction. 

“ Recently, however, uumerous schemes have been promulgated, 
and committees have investigated the best means of establishing 
communication, which is daily more urgently needed. 

“Three projects are at present in question. That which at 
first sight appears the most feasible by reason of the small extent 
of line to be constructed, and of the large centres of activity which 
it would put into communication with each other, consists in 
connecting the extreme Chilian station of Santa Rosa de Los 
Andos to that terminus of the Argentine line which is at present 
situated at Mendoza; the distance which separates these two 
towns is only about 286 kilometres, of which 90 kilometres are on 
Chilian territory, and 196 on the Argentine territory. The 
works are commenced on Argentine territory, and have been 
pushed to 45 kilometres beyond Mendoza. 

* A second scheme has recently been breught before the 
Argentine National Congress; the new line, which would cross 
the Andes much further south than the preceding line, starting 
from Valdivia on the Pacific, and ending at Bahia Blanca, on the 
Atlantic, passing v/é Chapeles, Viedma, and Carmen de Patagones. 
The length of the line would be 1,263 kilometres. 

“ Lastly, a third project has been submitted to the Argentine 
Government by a Chilian company. According to this project, 
the point of passage over the Cordillera will be further north. 
The line to be constructed would start from the San Antonio 
station, which is on the present line from Caldera to Copiapo, at 
about 27° south latitude, cross the Cordillera, following the courses 
of the Jorquera, Turbio, and Cachitos rivers, and end at Pucha- 
Pucha on the Argentine frontier, after a course of 240 kilo- 
metres, 

“ Success will probably belong to that of the three enterprises 
which, pushed on the most actively, offers the best prospects to 
capitalists, the commercial relations and the transit between the 
Argentine Republic and Chili not being yet sufficiently im- 
portant to feed several companies. In this sense, the most 
advanced is the line from Mendoza to Santa Rosa de Los Andes, 
not only the preliminary works of which are finished, but also a 
part of the track, and even the two stations on the Argentine and 
Chilian territories.” 


VITICULTURE IN Peru. 


Viticulture, near Ica and Fisco, the centres of the grape- 
raising districts, says the United States Consul at the Peruvian 
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port of Callao, in a recent report to his Government, has been 
very successful during the past year. The home consumption is 
very extensive, and considerable exportation is made to Chili, 
Bolivia, and the northern coast. The staple is a brandy or 
aguardiente, known as Pisco and Italia, the first being of an 
ordinary and the second of a highly refined quality. Twenty-five 
thousand piscos, as the jars containing that spirit are termed, each 
containing 1 arroba, were produced; 140,000 arrobas in casks 
and barrels, and 40,000 casks of Italia containing 6 and 44 arrobas 
each. The arroba weighs 25 pounds. Very excellent wine--- 
sherry and claret—is also produced, and meets with ready 
sale in the country. It has also been favourably reported upon 
from abroad. The taxes placed on the sale of these articles have 
not lessened the amount of their production, and in this country, 
where no prohibition laws regarding liquors or temperance 
societies are known, the Pisco and Italia are looked upon as 
necessities, and the demand is uninterrupted. 


CattLeE anp Hog Rearine in GUATEMALA. 


The following information respecting cattle and hog rearing in 
Guatemala is extracted from a recent report by the United States 
Consul-General at Guatemala :— 

* Nutritious grasses grow abundantly in nearly every portion of 
Guatemala. The regularly-recurring rainy season, lasting from 
April to November, with a portion of each day of tropical sun- 
shine, keeps the pastures perennially green and _ flourishing. 
During the so-called dry season, embraced within the months of 
November to March inclusive, night dews are so heavy that the 
effect is virtually the same, so far as vegetation is concerned, as 
that of the rainy season. Hence, pastures on the mountains, 
valleys, and the neighbourhoods of the Atlantic and Pacific coasts 
are good at all periods of the year, although on the latter they are 
richer and more luxuriant. 

“ Cattle rearing is, therefore, a profitable employment, and it is 
surprising that it is not more generally undertaken as an exclusive 
business. In connexion with coffee and sugar plantations, beef 
and pork raising, as well as that of mules and horses for trans- 
portation purposes, become necessary adjuncts, and the sale of 
surplus stock i: quite commonly indulged, but it does not seem to 
be entered into as a distinct business operation. 

“ Native steers, one year old, can be purchased for 10 dollars 
each in Guatemalan currency, that is to say, at the rate of about 
7°50 dollars in United States gold. Two-year-old steers can be 
bought for 15 dollars, and three-year-oid for 20 dollars. These 
will sell, when fattened on the mountain pastures, at 32 dollars to 
35 dollars per head; and when taken to the portreros, or enclosed 
pastures, near the coast, and put in charge of the herdsmen, who 
supply salt and take care of them at a cost of 5 dollars per head 
for the season, will sell at the rate of 45 dollars each on the 
hoof, 
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“In the case of hogs, there is an extraordinary profit when 
reared with the view of producing lard, which sells just now in 
this market at 25 cents per pound, and for which there is a great 
demand for home consumption. There is no trouble in rearing 
them, and a good breed, such as is known in the United States as 
the ‘grass breed, and whose principal food is the zacate of the 
country, will sell for 20 dollars each when 18 months old, and 25 
dollars at two years old.” 


AGRICULTURAL EXHIBITION AT Buenos Ayres. 


According to the Belgian Bulletindu Musée Commercial for the 
12th January last, the Société Agricole Argentine has decided to 
organise, in April 1889, an international exhibition of agriculture 
at Buenos Ayres. A special section will include machinery and 
manufactured products, such as alcohol, oil, sugar, paper, textiles, 
skins, preserved meat and milk, &e. 


THe Cuinese Opium TrApr. 


The London and China Telegraph for the 12th January last 
states that a series of reports have been drawn up by the direction 
of Sir Robert Hart, Inspector-General of Chinese Maritime 
Customs, by the Commissioners of the various ports of China, on 
the subject of crude and prepared opium. These reports, pub- 
lished in a Yellow Book, have been summarised in several 
letters by Mr. E. Ohlmer. On the subject of relative values he 
points out that:— 

“ Originally Patna and Benares (ée., Bengal), which are grown 
under Government control, appear to have been the only kinds of 
opium introduced into China. They come in balls, weighing 
about three catties each, which contain about 23 catties of pure 
opium, the skin (ée, the husks forming the outer coating) weigh- 
ing about 4 catty. It is the only time since the Nankin treaty 
that malwa (the product of Central India, which, until that time 
has been prohibited in the British coasts provinces), has gradually 
foreed its way. Malwa is made up in small cakes of varying 
weight, and packed 140 lbs. in a chest. It had a very thin skin, 
and is, in fact, almost pure opium, the Chinese import duty 
being the same on all kinds (tls. 30 per picul), Malwa and 
other cake varieties are practically admitted at, say, tls. 5 less per 
picul than Patna and Benares fowing to the difference in the 
weigh* of the skin already referred to). 

“The difference (perhaps also other causes) has gradually 
given malwa the ascendency over the other kinds. Thus in 
1885 the export from India of Bengal opium was 53,000 
chests, and of malwa 25,000 chests, and in 1886 the legiti- 
mate import into China shown in the Customs returns was 
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25,000 chests of Bengal and 37,000 chests of malwa. From the 
reports it would appear that Patna and Lenares is oftener 
cousumed pure, while malwa and other cake varieties are more 
frequently used for mixing with native drug. Patna is the 
dearest and the best of the varietics. The quality of boiled opium, 
whether pure or mixed, varies considerably ; a thin (and cheaper) 
or a thick (or dearer) article can be produced to suit the pocket 


and taste of customers. At Canton three kinds of the chief 


varicties are obtainable. Thus, of Patna, the first quality (yield- 
ing 50 catties per picul), costs six mace five candareens per tael 
weight ; the second quality (yielding about 54 catties), five mace 
eight candareens per tael weight ; and the third quality (yielding 
about 61 catties) costs five mace four candareens per tael weight. 
More varieties are mentioned at Shanghai. Older and better 
raw drug, longer and more boiling (or refining) and long keeping, 
seem to constitute the conditions necessary for producing a first- 
class article. 

“The Hong Kong and Macao boiling establishments boil Patna 
and Benares only. The import duty thereon, to be in harmony 
with raw drug rate, should be about double that rate (tls. 200 to 
tls. 220 per picul). 

“Coming to the subject of foreign boiled opium, the following 
summary of port replies is given :-— 


“ Inland Trade.—From the reply received it appears that with 
the exception of Newchwang, Kiukiang, Chinkiang, Tamsui, 
Formosa, Takow, and Amoy, whence small quantities are sent to 
places in the vicinity, no trade to speak of in prepared opium 
exists. Apparently opium is boiled everywhere and by every- 
body; at the same time the large number of visitors flocking to 
the treaty ports appear to lay in supplies there for private 
consumption. Boiled opium is generally packed in tins containing 
1 to 10 taels, or in jars containing 1 to 4 taels. Newchwang, 
Tientsin, and Kiukiang report the boiled opium going inland to 
be pure; Hankow, Tamsui, and Takow report it mixed with 
native opium and often adulterated. In Canton both mixed and 
pure are in use. 

“* Export Trade.—I\t is only Canton which exports prepared 
opium, and this in annually decreasing quantities (15 piculs in 
1885 and 0°72 piculs in 1886) to Tientsin (and a few catties to 
Ilankow) in 5 and 10 tael tins packed in wooden boxes generally 
holding a picul. All other ports report no trade otherwise, nor is 
any boiled opium openly exported from China to foreign countries. 
Canton and Swatow report that prepared opium, mixed from the 
former and pure from the latter port, is smuggled aboard (Annam, 
Singapore, &c., and San Francisco). Kowloon reports that 2 
limited quantity of Houg Kong prepared opium (pure) finds its 
way to coast ports. Lappu, on the contrary, holds that Macao 
prepared opium does not go beyond Macao limits. Kowloon 
and Lappu refer to the export of pure prepared opium from 
Hong Kong and Macao to Australia and San Francisco, 


| 
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“ Taxes on Boiled Opium.—A tax on boiled opium, called Shu- 
Kaos-li, has nominally been levied in the Kwangtung province 
since 1880, Originally three eandareens per tael weight, it has 
gradually reduced owing to opposition of the traders. It was 
collected on the importation of the raw drug and levied together 
with the other likin, which fluctuated considerably. Besides 
the Kwangtung ports only Tientsin and Chefoo report the levy 
of a tax on boiled opium. At Tientsin it is H.K. tls. 0°50 per 
100 tls. (H.KX. tls. 8 per picul). Chefoo reports H.K. tls. 67°20 
(per picul), which is probably an error. <All other ports report 
that no taxes are levied on boiled opium going inland or exported. 

* At Canton a boiling license fee on the assessed monthly 
sales of each boiling-shop is levied, calculated per diem. A license 
must be procured from the magistrates, who likewise collect the 
tax. A similar tax is about to be introduced at Swatow. At all 
other ports the boiling is free, and anyone may boil for private 
use or for sale. In some places boiling-shops are registered, at 
others no control of any kind appears to be exercised. 


“ Custom Practice,—Shanghai levies H.K. tls. 60 per picul on 
boiled opium, imported or exported. Chefoo levies H.K. tls. 60 
on importation. Newchwang, Tientsin, Hankow, Ningpo, Swatow, 
and Canton have levied 5 per cent. ad valorem. The remaining 
ports have not had to deal with boiled opium. 

“ Generally speaking, the legitimate wholesale trade, whether 
inland, coastwise, or abroad, in pure prepared foreign opium, in 
fact, in prepared opium generally, at the treaty ports, appears to 
be insignificant. The boiling is conducted by retail shops, which 
sell mostly over the counter.” 


Tne Mininc Or YUNNAN. 


The London and China Telegraph for the 12th January last 
publishes the following communication from its correspondent 
at Shanghai, respecting the progress of mining industry in 
Yunnan :— 

“From Yunnan I hear that the prospects of the mining 
industries there are very satisfactory. T’ang Ch’iung has succeeded 
by the aid of his foreign experts in convincing people that it is 
possible to make the mining of tin and copper a paying concern 
in Yunnan and Kueichou, but the mining laws compiled by the 
Viceroy, T's’én Yu-ying, some years ago, are a great drawback to 
a rapid development of the resources of those two provinces under 
his jurisdiction. No one will dare to recommend an abrogation 
of those obnoxious laws as long as ‘l's’én lives, and as he is still 
young and vigorous, the laws may have to remain as they are for 
years to come. Nevertheless, it is confidently asserted that two 
million catties of copper will be forwarded to Pekin in 1889. 
This means some 1,200 tons of copper will be thrown into the 
market, as only about one-half of what is mined goes to Pekin. 

A 57342. 
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The copper going to Pekin will mostly be used at the mint in 
coining bronze or brass cash, and in a manner will also come into 
the market, as the native coppersmiths generally run down the 
fine old coins of former dynasties when cash are cheap, as they are 
sure to be when all the mints are again set going in various parts 
of the Empire. A great quantity of copper is now absorbed in 
Chinese arsenals.” 


JAPANESE TEA PRODUCTION. 


The Home and Colonial Mail for the 25th January last, in one 
of its “ Notes on Produce and Finance,” say that the Japanese tea 
crops show a considerable increase this season, a wider area having 
been devoted to the plant, and the growth having been good. 
Generally, the weather last year was more favourable than in 
1887, though in some districts the crops were damaged. In 
certain localities tea cultivation has given way to sericiculture. 
The total production of Japan for 1888 is estimated at 
193,420,696 Ibs., showing an increase of about 30,000,000 Ibs, 
as compared with 1887. The prices obtained have not been so 
xood as in the previous season. 


Turn Working oF THe InptaAn Mercuanptse Marks Acr. 


The following notice respecting proposed alterations in the 
Indian Merchandise Marks Act is extracted from the Allahabad. 
Pioncer Mail for the 16th January :— 


“The Bengal Chamber of Commerce having submitted the 
Merchandise Marks Act to a sub-committee of experts, make 
various suggestions for the consideration of Government. They 
give strong support to the recommendation that the stamping of 
Jength in standard yards upon piece-goods should be compulsory, 
Jf the importation of goods not bearing the stamp of length were 
permitted, a door would be left open for those fraudulent practices 
which the Act is intended to prevent. ‘The Chamber further 
suggest that all prosecutions under the Act should be made hy 
the Public Prosecutor, and provisions introduced for the punish- 
ment of accessories. ‘They bear testimony to the great care and 
skill shown in the confessedly difficult task of adapting the English 
Act to the Indian trade, and regard the Bill as a much needed 
adyanee in the direction of affording protection to the honest 
trader as well as to the Indian consumer, and as dealing impar 
tially with all classes of goods, whether of British, foreign, or 
Indian manufacture.” 


§ 


— 


4 


MISCELLANEOUS TRADE NOTICES, 


InpIAN DEVELOPMENT (BuRMAII). 


The Allahabad Pioneer Mail, in its issue of the 16th January 
last, bas a note to the effect that the Chief Commissioner of Burmah 
was to open the Tounghoo-Mandalay railway to public traflic 
about the middle of this month. 


Exports FROM CEYLON IN 

The Overland Ceylon Obsereer for the Sth January last gives 
the following statistics of the exports of tea, cocoa, cinchona, 
cardamoms, and coffee from Ceylon during 1888, compared with 
the preceding year. 

Of tea, there were exported 23,656,580 lbs. in 1888, as 
compared with the much smaller quantity of 13,673,342 Ibs. in 
1887. Cocoa was exported to the extent of 12,251 ewts., as 
against 17,460 ewis. in the previous year. 12,452,817 lbs. of 
cinchona were shipped in 1888, as compared with 13,113,067 Ibs. 
in the preceding twelve months. The exports of cardamoms in 
1888 reached 281,925 lbs.. and in J887 384,016 lbs. Coffee 
plantations were responsible last year for 129,464 ewts., as 
against 165,189 ewts. in the previous twelve months. Native 
cofiee yielded 8,333 ewts., against 13,299 ewts, in 1887; and 
of Liberian coffee 1,518 ewts. were shipped, in comparison with 
3,419 ewts. in the preceding year. 


Tre BREEDING OF PEDIGREE Horses IN CANADA, 


The following notice respecting the breeding of pedigree horses 
in Canada is extracted from the Cunadiun Gazette for the 24th 
January last: 

“ Canada is ‘evidently making good progress in the breeding of 
pedigree horses. At the annu: ‘al meeting of the Clydesdale 
Association of Canada, held at Toronto the other day, it was 
shown that during 1888 no less than 233 pedigree horses were 
exported to the United States from Canada, and of these 33 were 
from Manitoba and the North-West Territories. The value of these 
exported Clydesdales would probably reach a quarter of a million 
dols. This, az one report says, is undoubtedly a ‘creditable 
showing’ for a young country such as Canada, The pedigree 
horse trade is, of course, an addition to the large export of general 
purpose (non-pedigree) horses from Canada to the manufacturing 
centres of the United States. For the fiscal year ending June 30, 
Issk, the total export of general purpose horses from Canada, 
chiefly to the United States, was no less than 20,397 head, 
representing a value of 2,458,231 dols. The figures for 1887 were 
19,081 head, and 2,350,926 dols. ; while the total export from the 
Dominion from 1878 to 1887 inclusive, was 168,061 head. The 
yearly export would, of course, be much increased should the 
High Commissioner prove successful in his endeavours to induce 
the War Office authorities to purchase in the Dominion some of 
the remounts needed for the British army.” 
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MANITOBA SETTLEMENTS IN L882. 


“The cable brought us last week intelligence from Manitoba,” 
says the Canadian Gazette, for the 24th January last, “ that 
** 4,000 farmers had during 1888 taken up 600,000 acres of land 
* in the province of Manitoba. The statement was, it appears, 
‘‘ taken from an interesting homestead and emigration report 
** prepared by Mr. C. J. Brydges, Land Commissioner at Win- 
* nipeg of the Hudson’s Bay Company. The report is thus 
summarised 

“The quantity of land taken up for actual settlement in 
Manitoba during the year was very considerable, and largely in 
excess of any year since 1882. The Government have had taken 
up for homesteads at pre-emptions and sales, about 330,000 acres, 
almost the whole of which has gone into actual settlement. The 
different land companies have sold about 180,000 acres, almost 
the whole of which has been taken up by actual settlers. That 
makes a total of 510,000 acres. In addition to this, loan com- 
panies, who have become possessed of considerable quantities of 
land through foreclosures of mortgages, have disposed of a 
considerable quantity they had acqnired. Between loan com- 
panies «nd private individuals, who have been selling land, not far 
short of 100,000 acres have been disposed of. This makes a total 
acreage actually settled upon in Manitoba during the year fully 
600,000 acres. There is every reason to believe that this 
estimate is within rather than beyond the mark. The great bulk 
of these lands has been taken up in quarter-sections ; very few 
have taken up more than 160 acres of land. This means that not 
far short of 4,000 farmers, in addition to those who were previously 
in the country, have settled upon land during the past year in 
Manitoba ; taken at an average of three to a family, this makes a 
total increase in population from this source alone of about 12,000 
people. Government Agent Metcalfe has estimated that upwards 
of 17,000 immigrants came into the country last year. A good 
many of these are still employed in various ways and have not 
yet taken up land, although doubtless a considerable number of 
them will do so. This is a satisfactory showing, and every 
indication points to very much larger results during the year 
which has just commenced.” 


DEVELOPMENT OF Nova Scotian TRADE. 


The Canadian Gazette, for the 24th January last, contaius a 
paragraph to the effect that reports from all parts of Nova Scotia 
regarding the trade of the past year show a gencral increase of 
trade with the upper provinces. This, it seems, is especially true 
of those portions of the province which have hitherto traded most 
largely with the United States. 
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New Raitway in BririsH 


The Canadian Gazette, in its issue of the 24th January last, 
states that in an article upon the projected Westminster Southern 
Railway, a local paper remarks that it will practically complete 
the Pacific Coast Railway system from Mexico to Canada. It 
will be 126 miles long from the Fraser River to Seattle, of which 
about 30 miles will be in British Columbia, and the remainder in 
the United States. The line will run through a wonderfully rich 
country, heavily timbered, 12,000 million feet of lumber being, it 
is estimated, within the two miles and a half belt of land granted 
to the railway. The company has also secured some valuable 
coal lands. 


“TAR SrarisricAL Apstracr AND Recorp Or CANADA.” 


The High Commissioner for Canada states that the third issue 
of this work for 1887, published by the Government of the 
Dominion, is now ready. The volume contains 517 pages, and 
includes statistical and other detailed information on the constitu- 
tion and government, population, finances, trade and commerce, 
arts, agriculture, fisheries, minerals, lands, railways, canals, and 
telegraphs, bank, insurance, defences, and other subjects ; together 
with an appendix embodying a complete and revised Customs 
tariff and a copious index. It can be obtained of Messrs. King 
and Son, Canada Building, King Street, Westminster, S.W., or 
of Edward Stanford, 26 and 27, Cockspur Street, Charing Cross, 
S.W. The price is 2s, 6d., or free by post, 3s. 


Forestry iN SourH AUSTRALIA. 


The Adelaide Observer for the 1st December last, in publishing 
an extract from the introductory remarks of the Conservator in 
his annual report on the Forest Department of South Australia, 
for the year ending 30th June 1888, says that it was laid before 
the Parliament of that Colony on November 22nd. ‘The following 
information bearing on the subject of forestry in South Australia 
is taken from the extract in question :— 

“ The revenue is the largest yet received by the Forest Depart- 
ment in any one year. The total amount from all sources was 
12,080/. 7s. 1d., or 1,208. in excess of the estimate for the year. 
From sales of timber the handsome sum of 6,530/, 6s. 6d. was 
received. This is 2,359/ 1s. 8d. more than was obtained from 
the same source in 1886-87. This large increase is owing to 
orders received for sleepers for our railways and timber for the 
Barrier mines. Rents from leased lands show a decrease of 
591. 7s. 11d. in consequence of increase of area resumed for 
pianting purposes. Sales of wattle bark increased from 55/. 1s. 
last year to 140/. 17s. 7d. in 1887-88. The increase came chiefly 
from Belair, where a good number of tons of bark were obtained 
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in 1886-87. The sale of guano from the Narracoorte Caves is 
larger by 19/. 6s. No less than 82/. 6s. 6d. was obtained from 
mineral licences. Altogether the receipts were of a very satis- 
factory character. Notwithstanding largely increased works, the 
expenditure of the department—exclusive of special votes—was 
only 3982. 18s. 8d. in excess of that of the previous 12 months, 
Putting the whole expense of the department against the number 
of trees alive of those planted during the year, we find that these 
only cost 24d, each. The revenue of the department was 
4,817/. 8s. ld. more than the total expenditure. Up to date the 
total expenditure was 72,3421. 17s. 11d., as against 81,1167. 10s. 8d. 
total revenue for the same period. The estimated value of the 
plantations and other permanent improvements to date is 193,000/. 
The total area of forest reserves on June 30, 1888, was 192,837 
acres. During the year 776 acres were planted by the depart- 
ment with 790,157 trees, of which 689,858 are still alive. 
Besides these 500,000 trees came up by natural ‘ regeneration, 
and 117,000 were grown by farmers. altogether 1,506,858. The 
number of trees given away was 280,605, and 2,128,194 are still 
in stock,” 


GOLD SHIPMENTS FROM GUIANA. 


The Demeraru Argosy for the 5th January last, with respect to 
the rapid development of the gold exports from British Guiana, 
says :— 

“ Among our local industries, or at all events, amongst our 
exportable commodities, gold must be placed next after sugar, 
although the ratio of development of the industry during last year 
was by no means so great as in 1886 and 1887, The quantity 
shipped is set down as 14,570 ozs.—a trifle over 100 lbs. per 
month—and its value is estimated at 266,718 dollars. The growth 
of the industry during the last seven or eight years from zero to 
its present dimensions is easily shown by a few figures. Gold 
first figured in the Customs returns as an export of the Colony in 
1882, when 40 ozs. were shipped. None was exported in 1883 ; 
but in 1884, 250 ozs, were sent away. Since then the growth 
has been continuous. In 1885 the quantity was 939 ozs.; in 
1886 there was a hig jump to 6,518 ozs.; in 1887 another bound 
to 11,902 ozs.; and last year a further advance to 14,570 ozs., 
the increase over 1887 being 2,668 ozs. Many influences have 
tended to retard the development of the industry, but the chief 
cause undoubtedly has been the want of a practicable road 
through the district between the Cuyuni and Mazaruni rivers, 
from Cartabo Point to the Mara Mara Creek, the cost of trans- 
porting supplies for the working parties over the numerous 
rapids on the rivers being so great as to render the industry 
unprofitable except when prosecuted on a comparatively large 
scale and with adequate means and appliances.” 
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“Tae WeALTH AND ProGREsS or New Soutn WALES.” 


« The Wealth and Progress of New South Wales, 1887-88,” 
is the title of a volume compiled by the Government Statistician 
of New South Wales, which has been recently reccived at the 
Board of Trade. This work, consisting of no less than 673 pages, 
vives an account of the wealth and progress of the Colony. It 
is divided into the following 23 parts :— 


Historical sketch ; limits and area; physical configuration ; 
climate; geological formation ; mines and minerals ; vegetation ; : 
fauna; commerce and shipping; land and agriculture; stock ; 
food supply : population and vital statistics ; employment; inter- 
nal communication; Jaw and crime; constitution; finance and 
public wealth ; instruction, science, and religion; defence ; local 
government ; social condition and charities ; statistical view of the 
progress of New South Wales. 


TRADE IN Dried Cota Nurs BerWEEN S1ieRRA LEONE AND 
FRANCE AND GERMANY. 

A communication, dated the 26th January last, has been 
received from the Colonial Office, transmitting copy of a despatch 
from the Governor of Sierra Leone respecting ; the trade in dried 
cola nuts between Sierra Leone and France and Germany. The 
Governor, writing from Cassic on the Casseh Lake, in his despatch, 
says i— 

“ T find there is a considerable trade between this Colony and 
Germany, as well as France, in dried cola nuts. Observing, in 
the yard of the hut in which I am at present living, a quantity of 
rotten cola nuts drying in the sun, I asked the owner, who is the 
largest trader in the village, for what purpose they were intended, 
and he informed me that when dried he sent them to Freetown, 
where he got 2d. per pound for them, for shipment to Germany 
and France, to be made into cocoa. Tle added that the trade 
commenced two years ago. 


Carn 

In the trade review of Cape Colony for the year 1888, the Cape 
Argus (weekly edition), in its issue of the 2nd January last, with 
reference to colonial industries, gays :— 

“ The feeling in favour of local manufactures has grown, and the 
prospectus of a woollen manufacturing company at Molteno was 
issued, but not sufficient support could be found for it. The 
Government took some steps, through ihe Agent-General, to 
induce Yorkshire manufacturers to send out agents here for the 
purpose of setting up factories on the spot, but, again, nothing has 
yet come of it. The gold fields, while they have brought halt’; 
million of specie into the country, and enabled all classes to im: ibe 
money, which they could not have made out of their regular 
businesses, have undoubtedly resulted in the paralysing of all 
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efforts to make money by any ordinary means. The colonial 
railways have, of course, been the chief gainers from the gold 
fields traffic, but not nearly to so great an extent as the Natalian 
railways. As it has been pointed out that the Cape Colony is 
losing trade profits, Customs, and railway rates, by allowing any 
traffic to go by way of Natal that could be secured for the Cape, 
even upon terms not intrinsically desirable, the Government, in 
response to agitation in Cape Town and Kimberley, has materially 
reduced the rates for goods in transit. The experiment has barely 
had a trial as the year closes.” 


REVENUE Returns oF CoLony. 


A communication, dated the 22nd January last, has been 
received from the Agent-General for the Cape of Good Tope, 
transmitting a comparative statement of the revenue received 
during the months of November 1887 and 1888. 

From this statement it appears that the unaudited revenue 
received during the month of November 1888 was 288,284/. 3s. 3d., 
representing a net increase of 18,703/. 9s. 2d. over the amount 
for the corresponding month in 1887. The principal sources of 
revenue are railway receipts and Customs. For the five months 
comprised between July and November 1888, the unaudited 
revenue amountel to 1,476,910/. 7s. 9d., or a net increase of 
117,961/. 4s. 4d. over the amount for the corresponding period in 
the previous year 


Dramonp Exports GRIQUALAND WEsT. 


A communication, dated the 4th February last, has been 
received from the Agent-General for the Cape of Good Hope, 
transmitting a copy of a Cape Government notice, from which it 
appears that the exports of rough and uncut diamonds from the 


several divisions of Griqualand West, during the month of 


December last, were as follows :— 

From the division of Kimberley, 262,026 carats, with a declared 
value of 286,449/. 15s. 7d., and from the divisions of Barkly West, 
Hay, and Ferbert, 


Export From Sourn AFrica. 

The Natal Mercury (weekly edition) for January 9th has a 
notice to the effect that the value of the gold export from Natal 
for the month of December was 48,192/., the largest known in 
one month. The total for the past year amounts to 389,344/. 

The export from the Cape during the same period amounts to 
519,8851, a total of 909,229/. value of gold exported from South 
Africa during the year. 
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X.—IRISH AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE 
STATISTICS.* 


Summary of Irtsa Acericurrurat Propuce Sraristics for 1887 and 
1888, taken from the AGricutruRAL Sratisrics, 
issued by the ReaistRaR~GENERAL, Dusrin. 


| 
j Average 
Total Produce, Acreage, Yield per Acre. 
| | | 
1888. 1887. | 1888, | 1887. 1888, 1887. 
Statute Statute 
Cwts. | Cwts. | Acres. Acres. Cwts. Cwts. 
Wheat 1,367,989 | 1,019,082 | 99,013 67,181 13'8 15°2 
Oats - - | 17,630,638 15,149,419 1,280,858 | 1,315,055 13°8 11°5 
Barley -| 2,701,859 | 2,071,457 | ——-170,929 162,169 15°8 
Bere - 5,043 3,218 380 258 12°5 
Rye - - - 187,052 | 116,345 15,942 10,774 13°4 10's 
Tons. | ‘ons. | Tons. Tons. 
Potatoes - 2,523,207 3,560,402 796,939 31 4°5 
Turnips : - 3,326,651 2,719,151 | 294,237 | 300,123 11°3 9°1 
! 
| 
Mange! wurzel and | 
Beet-root 590,055 | 154,837 45,749 | 41,733 12°9 10° 
| i Stones Stones 
| of 141bs. of 141 bs. 
20,598 15,106 113,613} 130,284 29°0 18°6 
Hay : 
Clover, Sainfoin, | | Tons. Tons. 
and Grasses | | 
under Rotation 1,886,758 | 1,136,583 627,723 636,435 2°2 1°8 
| 
Permanent _Pas- | 
ture or Grass | | 
not_ broken up | 
in Rotation - 3,794,188 2,462,602 1,594,248 1,507,383 2°4 | 1°6 


* For Statement showing « Summary of Agricultural Produce Statistics of Great Britain for 
1888, see p. 79 of the January number of the Journal. 
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XIL—THE WORKING OF THE MERCHANDISE 
MARKS ACT. 


A. general order, dated the 1st February last, has been issued 
by the Customs, giving to the collectors and surveyors at the 
outports, and to the inspectors and surveyors in London, certain 
discretionary powers in releasing goods. The following is an 
extract from the order in question :— 

“The importation sections of the Merchandise Marks Act, 
1887, having now been in force for over 12 months, and its 
provisions having become familiar both to importers of goods 
and to the officers of Customs, the Board have considered 
whether some discretionary power may not be given to the 
collectors, surveyors, or other superior officers in releasing goods, 
which, although at first sight they appear to be liable to detention, 
yet on further explanation from the importer may properly be 
released, so far as the Merchandise Marks Act is concerned, 
such, for instance, as genuinely marked British returned goods, 
or private preperty in actual use, 

“The Board accordingly give to the collectors and surveyors at 
the outports, and to the inspectors and surveyors in London, a 
discretionary power to deliver goods without a special order when 
they are satisfied that they come under any one of the following 
heads :— 

*(1.) Articles not dutiable, however marked, sent over to one 
individual as presents or for personal use, and not in any process 
of sale or purchase, on the officers satisfying themselves that the 
importer’s statement in this respect is correct. 

“(2.) Articles which are not new and which are manifestly 
private property, such as clothing or other personal effects, and 
old, used, and damaged articles sent to this country for repairs 
and imported by or consigned to the persons whose names are on 
the goods, Under this head, however, such goods as old lace, 
old china, or old violins, and similar articles sent by dealers for 
sale as antiquities, are not included ; goods of this kind are strictly 
merchandise. Wherever age, apparent or real, adds to the value 
of the goods, they are not to be delivered under this paragraph, 
unless they are private property, not in any process of sale or 
purchase, but the directions uf the Board must be obtained. 

“(3.) Samples of no value, made by competing firms in the 
United Kingdom, and sent to manufacturers in this country for the 
purposes of trade, may be delivered on a statement being made in 
writing by the importer that the articles are samples of no value, 
and that they are imported for trade purposes, as samples, and 
not for sale or use, provided the officers are satisfied that they are 
of British manufacture. 

“(4.) Foreign samples not bearing the names or trade marks 
of manufacturers or dealers in the United Kingdom, but bearing 
trade descriptions which are misleading in language as to the 
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country from which they come, may be also admitted upon being 
duly qualified, and on the officers being satisfied that they are 
imported for purposes of manufacture or comparison in this 
country. I oreign samples, however, bearing the names or trade 
marks of British manufacturers or dealers, or indirect indications 
of British manufacture, without quiulification, sent for the purpose 
of soliciting orders for sale in this country, are to be placed under 
detention, and not delivered without the Board’s sanction. 

“(5.) British returned goods, not dutiable, or in respeet to 
which no drawback can have been received, may be released 
under the 6th section of the Act 42 & 43 Vict., chap, 21, without 
a special order of the Board, so far as the marks are concerned, 
either by a bill of store, or by declaration of the importer that 
the goods are within his knowledge British returned, so long as 
the collector or surveyor sees no reason to doubt its truth. 

“ Should, however, the goods be admitted to entry as British 
under the second alternative allowed by the section, viz.: ‘by 
* and with the consent in writing of the proprietor of such name, 
* brand, or mark, or his legal representative, such consent in cach 
case must be accompanied by a statement from the persons whose 
names appear upon the goods that the articles have been manu- 
factured by them in this country. 

“(6.) The officers are to take care that, in all cases where the 
Board allow qualifying words to be added before the delivery of 
goods, such words are applied in characters clear, conspicuous, 
and as indelible as the marks requiring qualitication, and in close 
proximity to those marks.” 
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XIT--RUSSIAN BUDGET FOR TILE YEAR 1889. 


The following is a translation of the report by the Russian 
Minister of Finance to the Czar upon the Russian Budget for 
1889, which has been published in St. Petersburg :— 

STRE, 


I HAVE the honour to submit to your Imperial Majesty 
the Budget Estimates for the year 1889. 


I. GENERAL SUMMARY. 


Revenue. 
Roubles. Roubles. 
1. Ordinary - - - - — 861,313,221 
2. “ Recettes (ordre ” - - - 4,149,744 
3. Extraordinary :— 
War contribution - - | 3,523,650 — 
Deposits in perpetuity at the Bank of 
Russia - - - 770,000 _ 
Sums refunded by railway companies - 1,085,156 — 
Special sums at disposal, included in 
the general funds of the Treasury - 4,000,000 | _ 
| 9,378,786 
| 874,841,751 
Taken from the funds at the disposal 
of the Treasury . - 20,320,059 
Total - - - - ~ | 895,161,810 
Expenditure, 
Roubles. 
1. Ordinary State expenditure - - - - | 856,805,084 
2. “ Dépenses d’ordre ”’ - - - - | 4,149,744 
3. Extraordinary expenditure for the construction of rail- 4 
ways and harbours - - 34,206,982 
Total - - - 895,161,810 


II. ReveNveE. 


Compared with the budget of 1888, the ordinary revenue 
estimated for 1889 shows an increase of 9,362,920 roubles. This 
difference results from a surplus of 24,776,333 r. of revenue 
under 26 heads of the budget, and a diminution of 15,413,413 r. 
under nine other heads. 
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An increase in revenue is anticipated in the following 
items 

1. Increase of 137,136 r. on the land and personal taxes, 
chiefly caused by the increase in 1859 of the tax on preperty built 
in towns and boroughs, as well as of the provisional institution 
of a special tax for the exemption from military service of the 
Mussulman population in certain localities of Transcaucasia 
where obligatory service will only be introduced in 1889. 

2. Trading licenses are expected to yield a surplus of 
1,988,000 r., in the shape of the new receipts provided in the 
budget of 1889, to wit: 1,250,000 r. by reason of the application 
of the complementary assessment tax to trading concerns 
managed by retail merchants, and 66,000 r. by reason of the 
establishment of an additional duty of 10 per cent. on licenses of the 
first and second guild in the provinces ‘vhere trading industries 
are not subjected to the complementary tax. The remainder of 
the surplus has been reckoned according to the satisfactory 
return of the taxes on trade in {887 and 1888, due in part to the 
general revival of trade and in part to the increase of the tax on 
certain licenses. 

3. The 5 per cent. tax on the revenue from capital is estimated 
to yield an increase of 212,000 r., calculated upon the amount of 
public funds in circulation and the real yield of the duty on 
special current accounts during the first six months of the 
year, 


4, In the revenue from beverages an increase is anticipated of 
4,790,800 r. The inerease of the excise on aleohol and the 
modifications of the distillery regulations have resulted in in- 
creasing, during the first eight months of 1888, the revenue from 
beverages, as compared with the budget estimates, to the extent 
of more than 12 millions. 

In view of this fact, and taking into account the abundant 
harvest of 1888, there is reason to hope that the new year will 
not be less favourable, at least for the first eight months. How- 
ever, as it is not possible to estimate, as regards the present, to 
what point the yield of the excise during the first four months of 
1888 will be satisfactory, it has been deemed more prudent to 
limit the estimated increase to the above mentioned amount of 
4,790,000 

5. Increase of 3,024,000 r. on petroleum excise and 2,029,000 r. 
on matches excise, conformably to the revenue under these heads 
in 1888. 


6. The registration and transfer duties are estimated to yield 
a surplus of 246,000 r., in consequence of the extension of these 
duties to Courland, according io the law of the 4th April 1888 
(100,000 r.), and calculated on the increase in the yield of the 
registration and transfer duties during recent years (146,000 r.). 

7. Increase of 205,000 r. on passports, calculated on the yield 
of this tax in 1885-87 and during the first half of 1888, 
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8. The revenue from the tax on fire assurances is estimated, 
according to the resuits of 1887, to give a surplus of 170,000 r. 

9. For the miscellaneous taxes an increase of 463,061 yr. is 
estimated, including 143,000 r. increase in the yield from fines 
for infractions of the law in the use of stamped paper. The 
remainder of the surplus has been based on the amounts received 
in 1887 and in view of the introduction, from the 1st March 1889, 
of a tax on the use of post-horses in place of the existing impost 
on way-bills. 

10. Surplus of 2,126,500 r. on postal revenue, 290,000 r, of 
which result from the increase, dating from 1889, of the tariff 
on foreign correspondence, and 800,000 r. from the establishment 
of a new tariff on despatches by weight into the interior of the 
Empire. For the remainder the increase of postal revenue is 
calculated according to the constant growth of postal receipts. 

11. As a result of its gradual development, principally since 
the establishment of the new tariff of the Ist July 1888, the 
revenue from telegraphs is estimated to yield a surplus of 
366,000 r. 

12. The revenue from special rentals shows an inerease of 
596,231 

13. Caleulated on the increase from forest dues indicated 
within the last few years, a surplus of 767,622 x, is anticipated 
under this head. 

14, Surplus of 707.200 r. on mines and metallurgical establish- 
ments. 

15. In revenue from railways a surplus of 3,750,192 r. is 
expected by reason of the opening of the traffic on the new lines 
of Samara-Oufa and Pskow-Riga, and of the increased receipts on 
the Catherine, Polessié-Oural, Kharkow-Nicclaiew and of the 
Transcaspian railway, of this Jatter because of the opening of 
the Samarcand section. 

16. Increase of 192,036 r. on the sale of material and different 
produce belonging to the Government, based on the yield under 
this head in recent years. 

17. Personal propertics belonging to the Government and the 
profits on banking operations a!low of an estimated surplus of 
1,485,459 vr. As in 1589 the revenue budget will include 
7,014,771 v., being the profits made in 1887 by the Bank of 
Russia on commercial operations, the revenue anticipated under 
this head should show a surplus of 2,014,771 r. But, on the 
other hand, the stock belonging to the Treasury showing a 
diminution of 500,000 r., the increase should only be finally 
estimated at 1,485,459 r, 

18. Increase of 929,779 r. on repayments of loans, principally 
because of a surplus of 1,957,745 r. on the returns of miscellaneous 
debts balanced in part by a diminution of 664,000 r. on the 
repayments of bounties granted to exporters of sugars, and of 
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319,371 vr. on the recovery of loans granted by the Government 
to industrial enterprises to promote the production of railway 
rolling stock. The latter decrease results from the fact that 
in 1888 the Société des Usines Poutilow finally liquidated its 
debt towards the Government. 

19, The contributions to the Treasury on revenues from towns, 
&e. give an estimated increase of 366,254 r. 

20, Further increases are estimated in the revenue from sugars 
(28,000 r,), from the mint (48,982 r.), from the sale of landed 
property of the Government (38,068 r.), from the peasant redemp- 
tion payments (47,071 r.), from academic fees (27,676 r.), and 
from fines (34,266 ¥.). 


Decreases in ordinary revenue, compared with the budget of 
1888, are anticipated under the foliowing heads :-— 

1. 423,000 r. on the tobacco excise, caleulated on the yield 
under this head in 1888, 


2. The Customs revenue shows a decrease of 3,570,500». In 
presence of the revival of trade, of the improvement of the rate 
of exchange, and of other causes, such asa probable increase in 
ISS9 of the imports of black tea by the European frontier in 
consequence of the increase of import duties on this article at 
the Irkutsk frontier, as well as the establishment of duties on 
goods imported into the maritime territory and by the ‘l'rans- 
caspian frontier, the real surplus of Customs receipts should be 
about 1,500,000 r. The above diminution results only from the 
fact that the Customs receipts, payable in gold, are caleulated, in 
1889, at the rate of 1 r. 70 e. paper the metallic rouble, whilst in 
1888 the rate of 1 r. 80 ¢ was adopted for the budget accounts. 


3. For the same reason the rentals from mines undergo a 
diminution of 193,200 r. 


4, The redemption payments of peasants, formerly serfs, are 
expected to show a decrease of 671,962 r, There are under this 
head, on the one hand, a decrease of 1,044,177 r., resulting from a 
diminution of the amount of payments chargeable to landed 
proprietors ; on the other hand, an increase of 372,215 1., arising 
froin the fact that the redemption operation must be, in virtue 
of the law of the 14th July 1888, extended to Bessarabia. 

5. The repayments to be made by railway companies result in 
a decrease of 5,888,426 r. In the 1888 budget this division in- 
cluded an exceptional entry of 15 millions of roubles on account 
of the participation of the Government in the profits previously 
realised by the Nicolas line. This amount being deducted, the 
revenue from this head in 1888 figures at 32,092,030 r., corre- 
sponding to 41,203,604 r. anticipated for 1889. There is then, 
in reality, a difference of 9,111,574 r. in favour of the 1889 
budget. The chief increases in receipts are looked for in the 
lines of Libau-Romny (1,840,000 r.), Moscow-Brest (1,162,000. r.} 
Moscow - Koursk (487,000 r.), Vistula (322,000. r.), Riajsk- 
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Viazma (735,000 r.), South-west (6,774,000 r.), &e. Per contra, 
decreases in receipts are anticipated on the Orenbourg (738.000 r.) 
and Nicolas lines (16,978,000 r., including the 15 millions men- 
tioned above), taking into account the net revenue of these lines 
during the triennial period from 1885-87, the gross receipts 
during the first seven months of 1888, as well as for the rate of 
exchange adopted for the valuation of metallic receipts in 1889. 


6. In miscellaneous receipts a diminution is anticipated of 
4,585,484 r. This decrease is determined by the payment in 
1887 and 1888 of the greater part of the arrears of capitation 
and forest dues, receutly abolished, whilst, on the other hand, 
there is an increase of 720,000 r. on certain receipts in this 
category, and of 60,000 r. on the sale of old copper coin. 

7. Smaller decreases are expected in the duty on successions, 
50,000 r. ; the tax on official salaries, 12,000 r.; and the yield of 
technical establishments and the sale of books and journals pub- 
lished by the Government, 18,841 r. 

The revenue looked for from the stamp duty (19,800,000 r.) and 
from the tax on the carriage of passengers and goods by express 
(8,100,000 r.) does not show, compared with the 1888 budget, any 
difference. 

For “ recettes d’ordre,” as well as for “ dépenses,” of the same 
nature, an increase is estimated of 1,742,830 r. 


LIL. Srark EXPENDITURE. 


A. Ordinary Expenditure. —Compared with the 1888 budget 
the ordinary expenditure of the State shows an increase of 
5,338,888 r. 

The estimated increases are the following items :—- 

1. 144,182 r. for the Holy Synod in consequence of the opening 
of a credit of 100,000 r. fur the construction of churches in the 
Baltic provinces and of a complementary allocation of 60,000 r. 
to the heads of missions and travelling expenses. 


2. Increase of 6,329,015 r. for the Ministry of War. Adding to 
this the “dépenses d’ordre,” the total increase amounts to 
6,740,931 r., of which 5,588,250 r. only really constitute a surplus, 

3. For the Ministry of Finance an increase is anticipated of 
2,760,708 r., resulting froma surplus of 7,703,708 r. under certain 
heads of expenditure and a decrease of 4,943,0C0 r. under others. 

4. In the expenditure of the Ministry of Domains an increase of 
1,805,432 r. is anticipated principally by reason of the growth of 
the allocations for the Forest Department in Turkestan, in the 
territory of the Amour and the Polish provinces, and, further, 
because there has been carried to the budget 1,290,000 r. to 
finish the execution of the orders given during the previous years 
by the Ministries of War and Marine. 
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5. Increase of 2,743,293 r. for the expenditure of the Ministry 
of the Interior, including 1,640,397 r. for the re-organisation of 
the police in Transcaucasia, Siberia, and in the Baltic provinces, 
as well as of the postal and telegraphic establishments; 3€6,122 r. 
for expenses of rent and building, necessitated in part by the 
transfer from Khabarovka to Vladivostok of the seat of the 
maritime territory administration ; 507,788 r. for the maintenance 
of the prisoners ; and 700,000 r. constituting a loan contracted for 
the maintenance of the 'Taschkent-T'érécline route. 


6. The expenses of the Ministry of Public Instruction are 
increased by 672,282 r,, chiefly on account of the inerease of the 
university grant (250,000 r.) and of the opening in 1889 of new 
professional and technical schools (265,000 r.). 

7. For the Ministry of Ways of Communication, the growth of 
expenditure figures at 5,975,143 r., of which 1,116,236 r. are for 
waterways, chiefly for the improvement of the Marie system 
(773,000 r.) and for the strengthening of the Daria bank 
near Nijni-Novgorod (165,000 r.); 2,130,336 r. for highways ; 
2,085,560 r. for the service of railways, calculated on the estimate 
for the expenses of working the Grovernment lines ; and 213,511 r. 
for miscellaneous expenses. 


8, ‘The expenses of the Ministry of Justice justify an estimate 
increased by 453,347 r., chiefly for the maintenance of new 
judicial institutions which will be opened in 1889 in the Baltic 
provinces, the introduction of justices of the peace into the pro- 
vince of Archangel, and for the strengthening of the judicial and 
topographical establishments in Caucasia. 


9. Increase of 135,728 r. in the administration of the Comp- 
troller-General of the Empire, for the maintenance of the control 
of the Transeaspian lines of Samara-Oufa, Pskov-Riga, and of 
the Ouman branch of the South-Western, as well as for several 
fresh expenses. 

10, The expenses in connexion with the State stud have in- 
creased by 31,091 r. for building works. 


The principal diminutions in expenditure are in regard to the 
service for the public debt (diminution 15,370,633 r.), made up 
as follows :-—(«) 9,076,500 r. in consequence of the prolongation, 
in virtue of the Imperial ukase of the 20ii November 1887, of 
the paying off of the 5 per cent. bank-notes of the first issue for 
a further period of 37 years; (+) 7,393,074 r. because in the 1889 
budget the conversion of metallic expenditure is made on the 
basis that 1 r. 70 c. credit equals 1 r. metallic, whilst in the 1888 
budget ‘ne metallic rouble was calculated at the rate of Lr. SOc, 
credit ; and (c) 162,000 r. because of the final liquidation in 1889 
of the fifth 4 per cent. loan contracted in 1847 for the construction 
of the Nicolas railway. er contra the expenses have increased 
by 949,236 r. for the service of Treasury bills in view of the 
simultaneous repayment of the interests for four years on three 
series of bills issued in 1885 without coupons ; by 212,082 r. in 
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bank bills of the second issue, chiefly because « credit of 165,000 r, 
has been placed in the budget for the liquidation of an amount 
of loans equal to that of the anticipated payments made by Crown 
peasants for the redemption of lands. 

Again, the expenditure has diminished by 91,160 r. on account 
of the Imperial Cabinet (resulting from a reduction of the cost of 
repairing the Marie palace, seat of the Council of the Empire); 
and by 38,245 r. for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, in conse- 
quence of the improvement of the rate of exchange. 

The expenses of the Ministries of the Household and Marine 
do not show, compared with the budget of 1888, any difference. 


B. Extraordinary Expenditure.—The credit of 34,206,982 r, 
inscribed in the 1889 budget for extraordinary expenditure, cor- 
responds approximately to the allocation made under this head in 
the 1888 budget (34,209,000 r.). Of this amount, 10,451,743 r, 
are intended for the construction of the railways of Samara- 
Oufa, Oufa-Zlatust, Pskov-Riga, Rjew-Viazma, and of the line 
skirting the Souram pass ; 1,800,000 r. for the finishing of the 
Ouzoun-Ada branch as far as Amou-Daria; 78,830 r. for the 
survey of the routes of new lines; 2,122,086 r. for the strengthen- 
ing and improvement of the Government system of lines ; 
4,017,385 r. for the construction of rolling-stock ; 6,742,000 r. for 
the improvement and strengthening of the service of private lines ; 
1,500,000 r. for the repayment to companies of expenses charge- 
able on account of consolidated bonds issued by the Government ; 
2,362,000 r. for the redemption of private lines; 132,368 r. for 
different expenses applicable to railway service ; and 5,000,570 r. 
for port works. 

* In submitting these results to the very gracious approval of 
your Imperial Majesty,” the Minister of Finance continues, “ I 
believe it my duty to dwell on the fact that equally with the 1888 
budget, not only the ordinary budget for 1889 balances itself 
without deficit, but it further presents an excess of ordinary 
receipts over expenses, and that besides this excess is much more 
considerable, seeing that in the 1888 budget it amounted to half 
a million roubles, whilst in the 1889 budget it amounts to four and 
a half millions. 

“ When, at the end of last year, the 1888 budget appeared, some 
persons were under the impression that this budget was constituted 
artificially, that the revenue would be less than the estimates, and 
that, on the contrary, the expenses would exceed the budget 
estimates. 

“ People appeared willing to justify these suppositions by the 
fact that the 1888 budget balanced without deficit, whilst the 
ordinary budget of the year 1887 showed a deficit of more than 
36 million roubles. But facts have shown that the budget 
anticipations for 1888 were perfectly justified. 

* At first, thanks to the abundant harvest of 1887, to a sub- 
stantial improvement of the economic conditions by which it was 
followed, and also, up to a certain point, by the effect of the 
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different measures taken since the end of 1887 to cover the deficit, 
which was reduced, according to the report of the Controller of 
the Empire on the final regulation of the 1887 budget, from 
36°5 to 61 millions.* 

« Finally, the receipts taken in 1888 have generally not only 
reached the budget estimates, but have farther largely exceeded 
them. We are in possession at the present time of preliminary 
statistics on the receipts recovered up to the Ist November 1888, 
and this is what they show : 

* The direct taxes, compared with the budget estimates for the 
first 10 months of the year, show a considerable increase, and 
exceed by 10 million roubles the receipts collected on these items 
during the first 10 months of 1887, and that although the return 
of arrears of direct taxes recently abolished (capitation and obrok) 
has been considerably less than the estimates, principally by 
reason of an extraordinary recovery of these arrears in 1887, 

« The return of indirect taxes in the course of the first 10 
months of the year has been effected with the same regularity. 

“ The surplus in the revenues from beverages figures at 10 mil- 
lions,t the revenue from tobacco has increased by 2°1 millions ; the 
revenue from sugar solely has resulted in a diminution of 5*5 
millions, chiefly because that irrespective of the excise of the year 
1886-87 there was included in the receipts for 1887 a considerable 
amount due under the head of excise paid by merchants for the 
1885-86 season, whilst the 1888 revenue is derived exclusively 
from the 1887-88 season. 

“ The yield of the naphtha and matches excise, instituted in 1888, 
was estimated at 6 millions for the whoie year; the receipts 
yielded for these items during the first 10 months amount to 6°3 
millions, 

“ The revenue from indirect taxation during the first 10 months 
of 1888 exceeds by 2°7 millions the amount of the receipts 
collected during the corresponding period of 1887, 

« The taxes on trade show, compared with last year, an increase 
of more than 1°5 millions. The Customs receipts, calculated 
according to the amount of the duties paid directly in metal, and 
taking into account the duties to be collected on merchandise 
delivered against importers’ bonds, show for the first 10 months, 
compared with the budget estimates, an increase of more than 1-1 
million of metallic roubles, and, compared with the receipts taken in 
the course of the first 10 months of 1887, an increase of 5 millions 
of metalli¢ roubles. 

** Without stopping to examine other less important branches of 
receipts, and which show for the first 10 months of 1888 increases 
compared with the returns of the corresponding period of 1887, I 
will point to the repayments made by railway companies which 
have amounted, in the 10 months, to 47:9 millions, whilst the 


*Tf the balances of the closed budgets be taken into account, this deficit is finally 
reduced to 3°5 millions. 

ft Without taking into account the 7*2 millions which appear among the receipts 
of 1887, 
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budget estimates for this item figured for the whole year at 
47'1 millions, and during the corresponding period of 1887 these 
repayments scarcely reached 18:2 millions. It is true that in 
order to compare from this point of view the results of 1888 with 
the revenue of 1887, it is necessary to deduct from the receipts 
of the current year the 15 millions repaid at one stroke by the 
Russian Grand Railway Company ; but this sum being deducted, 
the receipts collected during the first ten months of 1888 still 
figure at 32°9 millions, against 18:2 millions of returns in 1887. 
It should be added that during the month of November last 
the repayments made by railway companies had increased to 
37 millions, so that, without taking into account the returns 
under this head in December, nor the payments which will be 
made within the period of grace and which are always very 
/ considerable (last year they amounted to 8:4 millions), the 
revenue from this item shows from this time forward, compared 
with the budget estimates of the whole year, an increase of 
4°5 millions. 

* Diminutions in receipts for the first 10 months, compared with 
last year, are found only under two heads figuring in the monthly 
statements, namely, the fonds de concours divers and the 
' miscellaneous receipts. or the first of these items, the collec- 
tions for the first 10 months of the present year amount to 
' 8°5 millions, against 14°3 millions for the corresponding period 
i in 1887. 

b “ The decrease in the miscellaneous receipts results from the 
fact that, according to the system at present adopted, the profits 
of the Bank of Russia are only included in the Treasury receipts 
after approbation of the reports of the Bank by the Council 
of Credit Establishments. Now the reports of 1885 and 1886 
were only approved by the Council on the 15th December 
1888, and the profits in question, amounting to 54 millions of 
roubles, have been included in the receipts of the 16th December, 
whilst, in virtue of the Imperial ordinance of the 19th December 
1886, the profits of 1883, 1884, and the larger part of the profits 
of 1885 have already been included in the Treasury receipts, 
for the sum of 14 millions in round numbers, in the month of 
January 1887. ‘Taking these circumstances into account there 
appears in this category of receipts, compared with 1887, a deficiency 
of 85 millions, whilst compared to the budget estimates for 1888 
this diminution should amount to 9 millions of roubles. 


“ The satisfactory returns of receipts mentioned above agrees 
perfectly with other facts which indicate a general advancement 
of well-being in 1888. 

“ The deposits of savings banks have continued to advance in the 
same proportions as in 1887, that is to say in increasing by two 
‘millions monthty. The growth of deposits would without doubt 
have been more considerable if the postal savings banks had 
already been opened. All the necessary information is now 
collected and preliminary steps have been taken for the organis- 
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ation of these banks, so that a project to this effect will be shortly 
submitted for sanction in the usual way. 

“ The deposits at the Bank of Russia and in the joint stock banks, 
after having increased by 54 millions from the end of 1886 to the 
end of 1887, show « similar increase for the year comprised 
between the Ist December 1887 and the Ist December 1888 
(53 millions). 

“ Among smaller matters, the last Nijni-Novgorod fair has been 
as brisk as that of last year, particularly striking in this respect. 
The trade in cottons has not been so important, but this relative 
dulness was compensated at the last fair by especially satisfactory 
results of the sale of metals aud articles of metal, the stock of 
which exceeded by more than three and a half million roubles 
that of last year ; notwithstanding that fact, the already firm prices 
of metals have further strengthened. The number of retail pur- 
chasers was especially to be noticed. 

“ The postal and telegraphic revenues have increased to 23°6 
millions, against 22 millions in 1887, 

“ The railway traffic has considerably increased; the gross 
receipts for the first 10 months of 1888 amount to 2242 millions, 
as compared with 203°6 millions in 1887, and 183°5 millions 
in 1886. The gross receipts per verst, which in 1886 figured 
at 7,568 1, amounted to 8,247 r. in 1887, and already reaches 
for the present year 8,795 r. 

“ The revival of trade is further evidenced by the exceptional 
demand for money, which necessitated in September a temporary 
issue of credit notes for 30 million roubles. Without that, the 
reserve in the Bank of Russia and its 91 branches would have 
fallen on the 1st October to the insignificant amount of 14°5 
millions of roubles in credit notes and 4:5 millions in metal 
money. By two consecutive issues of 15 millions each, the 
reserve has been maintained on the 1st October at the amount of 
49 millions (credit notes and metal money together), and the gold 
necessary to guarantee a third issue was then ready: but dating 
from the lst October the return of taxes has produced its effect, 
money has commenced to flow back, and the reserve of the Bank 
of Russia has gradually increased, so that towards the end of the 
year steps were properly taken to withdraw from circulation the 
30 millions of temporary issues, after which the reserve of the 
bank has been maintained at from 50 to 60 millions of roubles, 
The temporary issues mentioned above, carried out exclusively to 
meet the needs of commerce, were, as is known, entirely 
guaranteed by the gold belonging in part to the Treasury and in 
part to the bank, This gold has rendered good service to Russia, 
for it has been the means, by the said issues, without in the least 
depreciating the credit note, of tiding over a monetary crisis with 
which we were menaced. 

* Our export trade has within the course of the year largely 
developed. The amount of the exports for the first 11 months 
figures at 731 millions, against 566 millions for the corresponding 
period in 1887. The total imports of the same pertod amount to 
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355 millions, as compared with 362 millions in 1887; so that 
the balance of trade, which in the previous year was 204 millions 
to our profit, shows for the present year an excess of 376 millions 
of roubles of exports over imports. 

“In bringing the foregoing to the knowledge of Your Imperial 
Majesty, I feel bound to add that the favourable results which 
have just been enumerated would not have been produced and 
could not have been attained if, during two consecutive years, 
there had not been abundant harvests. Those who by the confidence 
of Your Imperial Majesty are called to fulfil annually the dithcult 
task of elaborating financial estimates for the following year have 
constantly this consideration before them. They have not lost 
sight of the fact that it would be extremely imprudent to anticipate 
for the year which is just commencing as abundant a harvest as 
those of the last two years. Constantly guided by this thought, 
the Imperial Council has estimated the ordinary receipts for 1589 
at 861°3 millions, that is to say, 9°5 million roubles only above 
those of the year 1885, although already, at the present time, the 
return of 1888 receipts promises to largely exceed not only the 
budget estimates for 1888, but also the estimated figure for the 
1889 budget. 

“Without going into any farther details, 1 may simply add that 
the receipts of the 1889 budget are calculated so carefully that 
their total collection may be reckoned upon with almost absolute 
certainty. 

“ Passing now to expenditure, the Minister of Finance is happy 
to be able to inform Your Imperial Majesty that in the course of 
1888 your express wish that expenses not covered by credits 
estimated in the budget should not be admitted has been 
strictly observed. This result has been firstly and principally 
attained in consequence of the open and pacific policy of Your 
Imperial Majesty, which removes all occasion of conflict with 
foreign powers, and has only in view the firm protection of 
the dignity and interests of the Russian Empire. 

“Tt is solely owing to such a policy that it has been possible to 
keep wholly the expenditure within the limits of the budget 
estimates, although circumstances requiring unforeseen and large 
expenses have not failed to show themselves in our economic life. 
Without speaking here of the less important events of this kind, 
I will only recall the fact that more than four millions of roubles 
have been allowed for expenses, not foreseen in the budget, for 
the strengthening of the service of our railways in order to put 
the latter in a position to meet the requirements of the transports 
of cereals and coal. 

“ This large amount, as well as all other unforeseen expenditure, 
has been covered by means of economies effected in credits opened 
in the budget for other purposes. For these reasons one can for 
the future say with certainty that the 1888 expenditure will not 
exceed the limits of the budget estimates. 

** There is reason to hope that the estimates of ordinary expen- 
diture for the coming year, amounting to 856°8 millions of 
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roubles, will be equally sufficient to cover all the ordinary expenses 
which will be necessary. This sum, the particulars of which are 
given above, exceeds by 5°3 millions only the corresponding 
allocations of 1888, whilst itis less by 4°5 millions than the total of 
the ordinary receipts estimated for 1889, so that the ordinary 
budget will give an unallotted balance of 4°5 millions to cover the 
extraordinary expenditure. 

“Passing now to the extraordinary budget, I should say first of 
all that the expenses included under the head of extraordinary 
expenditure are all, without exception, intended, as has generally 
occurred in late years, for the organisation of railways and ports. 
With this idea, the following objects are principally aimed at :— 

1. To advance energetically the completion of the lines, the 
construction of which has been already commenced. 

2, To improve the existing lines by strengthening their means 
of transport. 

3. To improve our export ports with a view to removing the 
difticulties which there prevent the growth of trade, as well as 
the heavy and useless expenses which oppress it. 

* When these objects shall be to a large extent attained, 
an improvement of general well-being in Russia will not 
certainly fail to show itself. Thus, some people are of opinion 
that to arrive at these ends at the soonest, it will not be necessary 
to spare any means, and to contract loans fearlessly. But the 
loans bear heavily upon the Treasury and the whole of the 
population; during the years, unfavourable, especially from an 
economic point of view, the loans require the creation of 
new taxes and the increase of existing taxes, and this at the 
time when the population has enough to bear from economic 
reverses. 

“ It is not convenient at present to have recourse to operations 
of credit, and the extraordinary expenditure must be limited to 
the sums really available. ‘These sums figure for the coming 
year at 34:2 millions of roubles, They are made up of 4°5 millions 
balance available anticipated in the ordinary budget, of 5-4 millions 
of different extraordinary receipts, of four millions to be raised 
on the capital of the Bank of Poland, in liquidation because of 
the afiiliation of this establishment with the Bank of Russia, and 
finally of 20°3 millions to be raised on the available funds of the 
Treasury. 

“| believe it my duty to give some explanations in detail on the 
subject of this last sum. As has been stated above, the result of 
the 1887 budget has been more favourable than was supposed. 
Consequently, there remains from the loan contracted in 1887 a 
considerable balance, amounting, according to the report of the 
Auditor-General of the Empire for 1887, to 462 millions. But 
it is not the whole of this sum which may be considered as at 
liberty, for it is proposed in the 1888 budget to levy 25°8 millions 
for the extraordinary expenditure of i885, There remains, there- 
fore, for the 1889 budget on this loan, an available balance of 
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20°4 millions, and which will be used, with other extraordinary 
receipts, to cover the extraordinary expenses anticipated for the 
organisation and improvement of the railways and ports. Thus 
all the available cash in hand at the Treasury on the Ist January 
1889 remains intact. 

“ In covering the extraordinary expenditure anticipated for 1889, 
the balances of the 1887 loan are in every case nearly exhausted. 
It is true that the results of 1888, more favourable than had been 
anticipated, permit of the hope that a sufficiently large portion 
of the expenses which it is proposed to place to the balances of 
the above-mentioned loan, will be largely covered by the excess 
of ordinary receipts over expenditure of the same nature, and 
that considerable sums wili consequently be set at liberty, 
and will constitute a new source to cover the extraordinary 
expenses of 1890. But this source will end by exhausting itselr, 
whilst it will be indispensable to have recourse again for a long 
series of years to the extraordinary expenditure, to an extent 
at least equal to that of recent years, that is to say, to sums 
amounting annually to about 34 million roubles. 

“In order to complete the present report on the budget, I 
believe it quite indispensable to trace farther here the move- 
ment of the rate of the rouble, for this movement has had an 
essential influence on certain figures of the budget, and to say 
a few words on the subject of the loan of 1889, amounting to 
125 million roubles gold, and which has been contracted at the 
end of the present year (1888); for if this loan does not affect the 
budget of 1889, it will have nevertheless its importance for future 
budgets. 

“In my report of last year I thought it my duty to point out 
the tendency of the rate of the rouble to fall, a tendency which, 
notwithstanding the proof given to the whole of the world of 
the peaceful policy of Your Imperial Majesty, has pronounced 
itself since the year 1885 under the influence of political appre- 
hensions. In presence of the troubled state of Europe and of 
constant increases in armaments, this downward tendency has 
continued in 1886 and in 1887. It has been found necessary 
to take into consideration this fall in the rate of exchange in 
the budget estimates for 1887 and 1888, which has determined 
the rise of the rate of the metailic rouble in these budgets to 
lr. 67 ¢. for 1887 and to 1 r. 80¢. credit for 1888. During 
the first quarter of the present year this downward tendency 
has continued. Under the influence of a portion of the hostile 
press, which was not disconcerted by the fact that their aftirma- 
tions were in direct opposition to the evident facts, apprehensions 
as to the safety of our public funds were spread abroad. This fact 
has been particularly marked in Germany, where the holders of 
our stock, induced in error by false declarations of the press, 
are eager, notwithstanding the perfectly safe guarantee which our 
stock enjoys, to sell the latter at considerable loss. An immoderate 
speculation, which constitutes the plague of contemporaneous 
Bourses, has increased the alarm in selling in a Jarge mass even 
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stock which it does not possess. A portion of the stock sold 
passes into Holland and particularly into France, where our 
financial and economic condition is better defined and understood ; 
but the majority of the sales have been effected in Russia, which 
has absorbed a very large portion of our debts. 


“IT noticed this fact last year, adding that the influx into 
Russia ef our public funds is a desirable principle; the amount, 
however, of the stock returned to Russia having exceeded the 
corresponding surplus of our balance of trade, the rate of the 
rouble tends constantly to fall, whilst the rate of the metallic 
rouble has almost risen to two credit roubles. But again, under 
the infiuence of the favourable figures of the provisional statement 
of the results of the year 1887, published for the first time on 
the 20th March last, the apprehensions have up to a certain 
point calmed down. Then, in presence of the anticipations 
of a bad harvest in Europe, and in anticipation of the necessity 
of purchasing here large quantities of cereals, and chiefly because 
of the reduction of the amount of our stock in the hands of 
holders subject to groundless apprehensions, the rate of the 
rouble has commenced to recover. This change has brought 
about very large losses to speculators for the fall, losses which 
have been particularly felt by the smail German stock-holders, 
led into error as to the appreciation of our financial condition, 
and who have borne the consequences of this mistake. Never- 
theless, attempts to bring about a fall in the rate of the rouble 
have been further produced during the last nine months of 1888 ; 
but, in presence of the revival of our exports, the value of which 
has exceeded this time the return of our public funds into Russia, 
they have not been able to prevent the normal improvement of 
the rate of the rouble, which has again recovered after some 
temporary interruptions. This improvement arrived at the point 
that the rate of the metallic rouble fell once to 1 1. 50 ¢, to 
fluctuate during the last three months between I r. 55 ¢. and 
lr. 66 

“ This, notwithstanding, the Imperial Council has not thought it 
possible to adopt this present rate of the metallic rouble for 
budget estimates. Although the amount of our loans remaining 
in the hands of holders exposed to the influence of the portion of 
the press which is hostile to us may be at the present time much 
less than it was formerly, although confidence in this portion of 
the press has been strongly shaken by the incoherence and 
injustice of its enunciations, renewed offers of our stock may be 
nevertheless still produced in the future and expose the rate of 
the rouble to fluctuations. For this reason, and since it is abso- 
lutely impossible to estimate the results of the harvest of the 
coming season at home, in Europe, and in the countries competing 
with us, the Imperial Council has deemed it advisable to fix the 
rate of the metallic rouble at Lr. 70 c. credit, that is to say, in 
allowing a rate more favourable by 10 copecks only than that 
adopted for last year’s budget, and from 10 to 15 copecks less 
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than the rates of the rouble which have lately been maintained 
in a sufticiently stable manner. 

“T pass to the loan of 125 million roubles gold, concluded at 
the end of the year. The objects of this loan are precisely 
indicated in the ukase of Your Imperial Majesty : these were :-— 

1. The diminution of the annual expenditure on the service of 
the 1877 loan, which was heavy in all respects, and which had 
been contracted by reason of an imperious necessity at a time 
when Russia found itself in 2 most unfavourable financial position ; 
and 

2. To furnish to the Imperial Treasury the necessary means of 
repaying to the Bank of Russia, in current coin, a portion of the 
debt resulting from credit notes issued for the requirements of 
the Treasury during the war of 1877. 

*‘ With respect to the first object, I may say at present that in 
the above-mentioned operation the diminution of the annual 
expenses for the service of the public debt has been chiefly attained 
by means of the prolongation of the period of liquidation, whilst 
the reduction in the rates of interest has only contributed to it 
in a relatively insignificant degree. Without insisting on the 
fact that this latter part of the operation is absolutely advantageous, 
1 cannot conceal the fact that a general diminution of the expen- 
diture on the service of the public debt, although implying a 
prolongation of the period of liquidation, brings us nearer the 
solution of the financial problem, which has been indicated above, 
and constituting the object which we should endeavour to attain 
in the first place, namely, to cover the annual extraordinary 
expenditure without having recourse to operations of credit. 

« The recent considerable dev elopment of industry and commerce 
imposes the necessity of effectively strengthening the available 
reserve of the Bank of Russia. 

**The resources will be supplied to the bank by the trans- 
mission of a considerable capital, of which the Treasury can 
dispose on the repayments of the loan. The interests collected 
by the bank on this capital rm increase the profits of that 
establishment, profits which, being finally transferred to the 
Treasury receipts, will thus make the service of this loan easy to 
the latter. 

“The above-mentioned payment to the Bank of Russia is pro- 
posed to be made in the following manner. As in preceding 
years, there will be paid on the 31st December to the bank 
36 millions of metallic roubles, and which will be used for the liqui- 
dation of the remainder of the Treasury debt. Consequently, after 
the Ist January, this debt will no longer figure in the assets of 
the balance sheet of the bank. 

“Finally, the payments which will be made on account of the 
new 1889 loan will, in the first place, be used for the repayment 
of the 5 per cent. loan of 1877 7, and the whole of the balance, 
including the sum total of the payments carried to the budget on 
account of the 1877 loan—after deduction of the sums to be paid 
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on the new loan—will be paid to the bank for the redemption of 
the stock mentioned above, which will be cancelled in proportion 
to these payments. In this way, as it is stated above, neither the 
conclusion of the 1889 loan, nor the liquidation of 1877, will 
exercise any influence on the budget of 1889. But after 1890, 
the account of the public debt will be lightened from the whole of 
the difference between the interests and the redemption of the loan 
of 1877 and of that of 1889, ‘This difference will constitute an 
annual saving of half a million roubles. 

“The loan has been principally placed in France, where, as 
has been previously stated, our financial and economic situation 
has been better understood and appreciated, and in this manner 
a new market is opened for our public funds. The hostile 
portion of the press has made every effort to impede the success 
of this loan, and certain large speculators have acted in the same 
Way. 

“ Notwithstanding this, however, the demand for the bonds 
of our loan has exceeded several times the sum offered, and, 
after the closing of the subscription, a notable improvement 
was produced in the rate of our stock and rouble, which 
manifestly indicates the necessity in which speculators were found 
of defending themselves by redeeming, to mect their engage- 
ments, the stock at prices much higher than those at which they 
had sold them. It is useless to enter here into the details of the 
struggle which has taken place ; it is sufficient to point out the 
fact that the issue of the loan, as well as the general progress of 
business during the last three quarters of 1885, has realised 
profits to persons who have a good opinion of our tinancial situa- 
tion, and inflicted, on the other hand, losses on those who operated 
in a contrary sense. 

“Tn terminating this report on the budget of 1589, the Minister 
of Finance believes that Russia may enter on the year about to 
commence with confidence in the future. Trusting as ever in 
Divine help, the country is convinced that Providence will bless 
the foresight and firm policy of Your Imperial Majesty, and 
crown with success your sovereign labours and your august solici- 
tude. This confidence is all the more unswerving since all the 
hearts of your devoted people are full of sentiments of gratitude 
towards Divine Providence, who quite recently again has pre- 
served, for the well-being of Russia, the life of Your Majesty, 
and of the members of your august family,” 


The Minister of Finances, 
(Signed) J. VISCHNEGRADSKI, 


The above report is followed by a detailed tabular statement of 
estimated receipts and expenditure, to which is appended the 
following summary 


Branches 


Ordinary :— 
Direct taxes - - 
taxes - 
Royalties - 
Crown domains - 
Redemption payments - 
Miscellaneous receipts 


A.—REVENUE., 


of Revenue. 


Total ordinary revenue - - - 


* Recettes Cordre” - 
Extraordinary - 


Raised on the available funds of the Treasury to cover the 
excess of extraordinary expenses - 
Grand total of revenue - - 


B.—EXPENDITURE, 


Public Debt - - 
Imperial Cabinet - 

Holy Synod - - 
Ministry of the Household 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs - 
Ministry of War - 
Ministry of Marine - 
Ministry of Finance 

Ministry of Imperial Domains 
Ministry of the Interior 
Ministry of Public Instruction 


- - - - 


Ministry of Ways of Communication —- - - 


Ministry of Justice - 
Audit Department - 


Director of the Stud - - = z 
Supplementary - - 
Total ordinary expenditure - - 


Deépenses dordre 


Extraordinary (for the construction of railways and ports) 


Total of estimated expenditure - - 
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Estimates. 


Roubles. 
86,415,033 
487,345,600 
32,330,371 
55,963,303 
96,067,669 
103,191,245 


861,313,221 
4,149,744 
9,378,786 


874,841,751 


20,320,059 


895,161,810 


Roubles. 
272,568,839 
2,033,695 
11,174,659 
10,560,000 
4,507,193 
215,569 510 
$9,383,129 
112,001,600 
24,119,597 
75,530,570 
22,053,687 
34,858,850 
21,784,369 
3,927,835 
1,131,551 
6,000,000 
856,805,084 
4,149,744 
34,206,982 


895,161,810 
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XIT—THE SHIPPING TRADE OF HAMBURG. 


The United States Vice-Consul at Hamburg, in his last report, 
gives the following information respecting the condition of the 
shipping trade of Hamburg :— 

“Tt is a fact generally known that Hamburg is by far the most 
important sea-port on the European continent, but few of those 
interested in shipping matters have a remote idea to what extent 
this distinction is justified. The number of sea-going vessels 
arriving in and departing from Hamburg is a very great one, but 
it is also steadily on the increase. It is a fact worthy of notice 
that the value of imports from the United States into Hamburg 
has continued to increase, notwithstanding the sharp competition 
on the part of the North German-Lloyds, of Bremen, in running 
two of their fast steamers per week during the greater part of the 

ear. 

“Taking the year 1887, for which complete statistics have 
been issued, it will be found that no fewer than 7,308 sea-going 
vessels arrived at Hamburg. Of this number 4,753 were steam- 
ships, varying in size from 100 to 2,600 registered tons net. This 
shows that British vessels alone enjoy almost as great a share of 
the carrying trade as Prussia and Hamburg combined. 

“During 1887 there sailed from Hamburg 7,338  sea-going 
vessels, of which 4,775 were steamships; 1,174 of the 8,538 
sailed belonged to Prussia, 1,637 to Hamburg, and 2,488 to 
Great Britain. The difference in the number of those arrived 
and those sailed is only 30, which amounts to an increase of over 
500 vessels in two years. 

“Tn 1885, 6,790 arrived, 6,798 sailed; 1886, 6,913 arrived, 
6,906 sailed ; 1887, 7,308 arrived, 7,338 sailed. 

“The tonnage of vessels arrived during each year, from 1885 to 
1887 inclusive, was as follows :—1885, 3,704,112 tons; 1886, 
3,791,992 tons; 1887, 3,920,234 tons; while that ef the vessels 
sailed for the same period was, in 1885, 3,712,394 tons: 1886, 
3,786,845 tons ; 1887, 3,927,865 tous. 

“When it is considered that these figures apply to sea-going 
vessels only, they must necessarily surprise. A gentleman long 
connected with the shipping business, both in New York and in 
this city, to whom I had occasion to show these figures a day or 
two ago, told me that he had always considered himself pretty 
well posted on all matters touching the shipping of Hamburg, but. 
he had never thought that the amount of tonnage arriving and 
departing was so great. The average loading capacity of sailing 
vessels was 257°66 tons, and that of steamships 689°66 tons. 
a one-half of the sailing vessels are of less than 100 tons 

urden, 
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“Of the vessels arrived in 1885, 5,856 carried cargo, and 934 
earried ballast; 1886, 5,920 carried cargo, and 993 carried ballast : 
1887, 6,338 carried cargo, and 970 carried ballast. Of the vessels 
sailed in 1885, 5,142 carried cargo, and 1,656 carried ballast ; 1886, 
5,320 earried cargo, and 1,586 carried ballast ; 1887, 5,564 carried 
eargo, and 1,774 carried ballast. 

* The number of vessels sailing in ballast is very great. In 
1887, 24:18 per cent. of all sailed carried ballast. This cireum- 
stance is, however, accounted for satisfactorily by the fact that 
most of these vessels are either British coalers returning to 
England, fishermen putting out for their catch, or small craft 
belonging to the various isles in the Baltic and German oceans. 

«A comparison between the number of sailing and steam 
vessels for the three years 1885, 1886, and 1887, gives the 
following result:—1855, 34:1 per cent. sailing, 65°9 per cent. 
steam ; 1886, 32°7 per cent. sailing, 67°3 per cent. steam ; 1887, 
347 per cent. sailing, 65°53 per cent. steam; showing but a slight 
variation from year to year. During 1887 there arrived on the 
average about 13 steamers per day. 

« All the incoming sea-going vessels during the same year 
together were manned by 109,639 men, or an average of 15 men 
per vessel. The outgoing vessels carried 109,827 men, or an 
average of over 14 men per vessel. The average crew of 
American vessels was over 16. The small number of vessels 
belonging to the United States are principally of more than 
1,200 tons burden, and engaged in carrying petroleum to 
Hamburg, while their cargo outward generally consists of empty 
petroleum barrels and manure salt in bulk. 

“ All the port arrangements have undergone a complete change, 
owing to Hamburg’s ‘entry into the Imperial German Customs 
Union. A comparatively small part of the harbour has been 
reserved az a free port, the boundaries of which have been strongly 
fenced in and otherwise guarded. Property within these limits 
has increased enormously in value. Extensive docks, warehouses, 
sheds, &c., have been erected, and to judge from the number of 
new sailing and steam vessels building for Hamburg account, this 
new port promises to become well patronised. All of the Ham- 
burg steamship lines are increasing their fleets, and as a proof 
that the days of sailing vessels are not numbered, I would men- 
tion that one firm alone recently gave an order for the construc- 
tion of four large iron sailing vessels, The stocks of all of the 
shipbuilding yards are full. I am informed that at present over 
40 large sailing and steam vessels are building in Hamburg alone, 
without mentioning many others in course of construction for 
Hamburg account in other German and foreign vards. 

« The. Hamburg South American Company leads all the lines 
as regards additions to their fleets, now having about 24 large 
steamers engaged in the trade. Then there is a new line which 
has jnst been “organised to run large steamers between here and 
Australia. They are to have six steamers to begin with. The 
King Sin line, plying between here and China and Japan, has also 
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ordered new steamers. The Kosmos and the Pacific lines, which 
divide the business between [famburg and the west coast of South 
America, own only new boats, and are ordering more. Last, but 
not least, there is the Hamburg-American Packet Company, 
which at last seems to have awakened to the fact that they had 
better move with the times or be crowded out by strong compe- 
tition. This, however, vefers only to their New York line. They 
have lately increased their capital stock to 30,000,000 marks 
(about 7,000,000 dollars), have sold three of their largest steamers, 
the “ Frisia, ’ “ Westphalia,” and “ Lessing,” and are now building 
two fast steamers of about 10,000 tons each for passenger  traftic, 
and three freight and emigrant boats of about 4,000 tons each. The 
two former are to eclipse everything that has, so far, been pro- 
duced in ocean steamships, the contract calling for an average 
speed of 19 knots an hour. Including stoppages, they will, there- 
fore, presumably make the run from New York to Hamburg in 
eight days. At present the American mails hardly ever arrive 
before the 10th day after leaving New York. 

« With the above-mentioned additions, and two boats building 
for the West India line, the fleet of the Hamburg-American 
Packet Company will next year number 35 first-class steamers. 
The confidence of the investing public, as far as this and most 
other companies are concerned, is steadily growing. Large pur- 
chases by investors of Hamburg-Ame Packet Comp: uny’s 
stock have been made, and it is now strong, and quoted at 
1:42 dollar. 

“ It is impossible for me to say whether this remarkable activity 
and prosperity in the ocean shipping of this port can and will 
continue, but in all probability it will, for some time to come at least. 
Hamburg i is in direct communication with nearly every part of 
the world, and in 1887 imported merchandise by sea alone valued 
at over 25,000,000 dollars,” 
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XIV.—THE RESOURCES AND TRADE OF BRITISH 
NEW GUINEA. 


A communication, dated the 22nd January last, has been 
received from the Colonial Office, enclosing copy of the report of 
Her Majesty's Special Commissioner for the protected territory 
of British New Guinea for the year 1888. The following 
information respecting various matters in connexion with the 
condition of that territory is extracted from the report in 
question :— 

*T now make my third and last annual statement of receipts 
and expenditure on account of the protected territory of British 
New Guinea from the Ist December 1887 to the 31st of 
October 1888. Sovereignty was proclaimed at Port Moresby by 
Dr. McGregor, the present Administrator, on the 4th of 
September. A subsequent proclamation in the (Queensland 
Government Gazette of the 11th September brought the ‘ British 
New Guinea Act of Queensland’ into operation, and the agree- 
ment entered into between Her Majesty’s Government and the 
Government of Queensland is now made effective. 

* A discovery of gold at Sudest was made in June, and came 
about in the following way :—David Lindsay Whyte, who had 
been engaged in pearl-shelling at Coral Haven, applied to me 
in April last, at Thursday Island, for a protection area to secure 
him in the possession of certain gold-bearing reefs which he 
asserted that he had discovered on Joannet Island. My reply to 
him was that I could not secure to him any rights, but that I 
would recommend his application for favourable consideration 
when sovereignty was proclaimed, and that, in the meantime, if 
he discovered anything, I would be guided by the usage of the 
Queensland gold fields) He came with me to Cooktown, and 
having obtained assistance there from several enterprising citizens, 
he organised a party to go to the Louisiade. I chartered to him, 
at the rate of 10/.a month for three months, a small cutter named 
the ‘Juanita, which I purchased at Cooktown for the protectorate, 
arranging with Whyte that it should be delivered to me at the 
end of the time at Samarai. 

“The party were not successful in finding payable reefs on 
Joannet, but came on alluvial gold in the bed of the Runeie, a 
locality which I had visited the year before and which I recom- 
mended them to try. This discovery has led to several hundred 
men going to Sudest. It is as yet uncertain whether a really 
payable gold field exists, but there can be no doubt that gold is 
to be found in various localities in New Guinea. Coal is also 
said to have been found, though I have not myself seen any 
traces of it. 
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“ Applications for Land.—I have at various times during my 
tenure of office had applications for land in British New Guinea 
from persons who either professed to be desirous to embark in 
schemes for the settlement of the country or who conceived that 
their services as explorers entitled them to reap some reward in 
this form. I have invariably replied that I had no power to 
make grants or to confer any special immunities of this kind, and 
I have drawn attention to the notifications which have from time 
to time appeared to the effect that no purchases of land from the 
natives except those made through the Government would have 
any validity ; but I have at the same time stated that these appli- 
cations would be referred to the Administrator when appointed.” 

The following particulars respecting the resources and trade of 
British New Guinea are extracted from a paper drawn up by 
Mr. Deputy Commissioner Musgrave at the instance of the Chief 
Commissioner 

Mr. Musgrave commences his report by drawing « comparison 
between British New Guinea and the valuable West Indian 
Colony of Jamaica, in order to prove that the natural resources 
of the former are considerably greater than the latter, and says :— 

“A comparison drawn between Jamaica when first settled 
and British Papua is a good deal closer than may at first sight 
appear to those who have not interested themselves, especially 
as to the potential wealth, progress, and prosperity of tropical 
colonies. Both territories are situated within the tropical belt, 
ad the configuration of both is remarkably similar in many 
respects. British Papua, like Jamaica, possesses magnificent 
central ranges, more than lofty enough to give all the zones 
suitable for tropical products which require considerable altitudes 
and an ample rainfall, while other kindred atmospheric conditions, 
steady and healthy trade-winds, &e., are equally noticable. ‘The 
* aboriginal name of Jamaica was “ Xaymaca,” a word supposed 
to imply an overflowing abundance of rivers. Bridges tells 
us that the name is derived from two Indian words, ** Chabaiian,” 
signifying water, and “ Makia,” wood. ‘The compound sound 
would approach to Chab-makia, aud harmonised to the Spanish 
ear would be Cha-makia, corrupted by us to Jamaica, denoting 
a land covered with wood, and, therefore, watered by shaded 
rivulets, or in other words fertile.’ 


na na nana 


“Tn these respects British Papua might have been called after 
Jamaica, for there can hardly be a land with a more ‘ overflowing 
abundance of rivers,’ as well as streams and springs. Its highest 
points are nearly twice the elevation of those in Jamaica, and 
are clothed with dense forests apparently to the summits of the 
ranges. No one who realises the irrepressibly rapid increase 
of trade and population throughout Australia, and the develop- 
ments taking place in North Queensland, can doubt that 
these highlands will as surely be sources of wealth and health 
hereafter as those of Jamaica and Ceylon. In consequence of 
this greater internal elevation, the rivers are not merely greater 
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and more numerous, but are navigable in some cases for important 
distances into the interior. 

“Jn connexion with the many admirable bays, harbours, and 
anchorages which indent the main coast line and yield shelter 
among the ‘satellite’ islands of the protectorate, these useful 
waterways should be borne in mind amid cther natural 
advantages. 

“With regard to lands lying between the ranges and the sea, 
they are extensive and splendidly suitable, in various districts, 
for pastoral and agricultural interests. Enough has been seen of 
cattle, horses, pigs, goats, and poultry, to say that they thrive 
perfectly. High-bred sheep imported do not seem so successful ; 
but no careful experiments have yet been made. 

“African or Indian sheep would, probably, furnish a satis- 
factory meat supply, but such excellent South Down mutton can 
be eaten in Jamaica, where trouble has been taken in the matter, 
that there is ro reason yet to expect ultimate failure to produce 
good stock of this kind. 

“Cattle thrive as well as possible, and also pigs. The latter 
are indigenous, not merely on the mainland, but on the islands to 
the eastward. 

“Of agricultural lands a cleared tract exists, no great distance 
west of ‘Granville,’ equal apparently to Vere, the best sugar-cane 
district in Jamaica, It is as level for agricultural operations, as 
well watered, seemingly as fertile, and as accessible by sea and 
river. Other fine areas occur of much the same character, many 
covered with valuable virgin forest, while the sugar-canes cul- 
tivated in native gardens look as healthy and vigorous as any to 
be seen anywhere. The same can be stated of specimens of 
tobacco, pine-apple, yams, bananas, sweet potatoes, and numerous 
other tropical fruits and vegetables which it would be tedious to 
dwell upon. 

“ The earliest exports from Jamaica during Spanish occupation 
seems to have been mahogany, logwood (and probably fustic and 
lignum vite), hides, hogs’ lard, and some minor products. One 
hundred and seventy years after its discovery, aud in 1664, one 


of the first English governors, Sir Thomas Modyford, thus stated 


its interests and natural resources :— 

«“* After having a census taken, which showed the population ta 
‘ be 4,205 persons, in his first report on the condition of the island, 
‘ he informed the King that sugar, ginger, indigo, cotton, tobacco, 
‘dyeing woods, and cocca may be and are produced as well as 
‘ anywhere, but pimento, China-roots, aloes, rhubarb, sarsaparilla, 
‘tamarinds, cassia, vaignillios, hides and tallow, are the proper 
‘commodities. There is the best building timber and stone in the 
‘ whole world, and great plenty of corn, cassada, potatoes, yams, 
‘ plaintains, bananas, peas, hogs, fowls, cattle, horses, asincoes, 
‘sheep, fish, turtle, and pasturage—im fine, nothing wanting but 
‘ more hands and cows.’ 

“ Passing over the quaintness of expression, it may be said that 
many of these products, or their equivalents, already exist in 
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British New Guinea; nor are there any, I believe, unlikely to 
flourish profitably hereafter. 

“In addition to valuable timbers the new territory yields 
‘jungle produce, such as sago, rattans, copra, massoi_ bark, bird 
skins, &c. (unknown in Jamaica), while its béche-de-mer and 
pearl-shell beds are of considerable value, and are products that 
do not rank among Jamaica exports. 

“ Sir Thomas Modyford’s remark at starting his new adminis- 
tration (some 10 years after the conquest of Jamaica, and when 
matters were doubtless in a somewhat transitional state), that the 
only things wanting were “hands and cows” does not apply to 
British Papua, where there are numbers of “ hands,” and hands 
that will be very available and useful (under judicious treatment) 
in assisting to develop latent industries. Speculations have been 
made as to the numbers of the native population, but they are of 
no value whatever-—rather the reverse in fact, since they suggest a 
comparatively even distribution of aboriginals, which is not the 
case. 

* All that we know at present with certainty is, that some 
districts are thickly peopled, others much less so, and that there 
are tracks apparentiy without any inhabitants at all. The irregular 
and unknown nature of a large part of the country will render it 
a difficult matter for some time to form even an approximately 
correct estimate in this respect. Still the Papuan is to be counted 
upon as the most important element in the local labour force for 
some time hence. It is acclimaiised, it is cheap, and it is not an 
unintelligent class of service under certain circumstances. It is 
not generally understood, I believe, that the copra, gum, and 
beché-de-mer exported from the British New Guinea coast is all 
collected by natives, and the two latter articles cured and 
“bagged ” without supervision, once the coliector has beex shown 
the process. It is impossible here to describe the various ways, 
indeed, in which natives have rendered useful and willing aid to 
traders and visitors, but their skill as boatmen and woodcutters 
may be noted. They are generally well satisfied with good meals 
of rice as rations, and a few sticks of tobacco pays for a day’s 
work. The Papuan is not an idler in any true sense, although 
his efforts for an employer are often intermittent and not fully 
satisfactory. 

* Past and Present Trade with British New Guinea.—Trade 
with British New Guinea is almost wholly confined to the North 
Queensland towns, viz, Cooktown, Townsville, and Thursday 
Island. Sydney furnishes certain supplies for the ue of the 
London Missionary Society stations in British New Guinea, but 
the details of this branch of trade are not now available for 
reference. Certain quantities of coal for the service of Her 
Majesty’s ships is also sent in from Neweastle. 

** Probably almost the earliest regular transactions and negotia- 
tions for Jand with the natives of the mainland of British Guinea 
were those of the London Missionary Society, who placed 
‘teachers’ at certain points in 1871. It is stated that a Sydney 
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merchant (Captain Towns) has despatched a vessel or vessels to 
Louisiade group for béche-de-mer, &c., either before or about that 
date; and the Woodlark Islands were a resort for whaling ships 
some years previously. Definite information on these points would 
be of considerable interest. It is not to be had at this point, 
however, and indeed is not material to a paper which cannot 
attempt to deal exhaustively with the historical side of British 
enterprise in New Guinea. Bartering by the first discoverers and 
explorers with the natives for ethnographic and other curiosities 
was, no doubt, the earliest simple step towards trading relations, 
which are thus contemporaneous with the history of the territory 
itself. 

“The returns of trade exhibit an encouraging expansion of 
commercial interests, which have been created in the past 14 years. 
It is obvious from them, I believe, that British New Guinea is 
virtually a district of Queensland, a valuable district, and one far 
easier of approach and entrance than many of her western ‘ back 
blocks.’ 

“ The shipping and interchange returns are necessarily imperfect 
as to past transactions. They do not appear to show the full and 
true qualities of natural produce from British New Guinea, nor 
always represent the real values of what is specified. 

“With regard to goods outwards from Queensland, also, it 
would seem that there are omissions and understatements, more 
particularly as to those transhipped in this Colony. These points 
of uncertainty can soon be avoided by an improved public service 
in British New Guinea itself, and they do not invalidate the 
proofs presented by the trade returns that a trade almost wholly 
confined to Queensland, and decidedly increasing, has been fairly 
established. 

“The fisheries of Torres Straits have declined of late years, 
but are still very profitable in places. Acts for the protection 
of both pearl-shell and béche-de-mer fisheries will, however, 
shortly have to be enforced on both sides of the straits, unless 
permanent injury to these important marine resources is to be 
regarded with indifference. The pearl-shell, béche-de-mer, and 
turtle-shell exported in the 13 years from 1875 to 1887 amounts 
to over 920,000, or probably nearly one million sterling to date. 
There is no doubt that a fair and important per-centage of this 
should be added to British New Guinea returns of trade, but it is 
impossible to fix the amount. 

“ Since trade opened with British New Guinea (about the year 
1875), 373 vessels, of 20,592 tons, and carrying 3,283, are recorded 
as passing between the two coasts. Those clearing, however, for 
the Louisiade, Woodlark, and other groups, would be included in 
traffic with the South Sea Islands. 

«“ The vessels enumerated transported goods in exchange to the 
value of 80,000/., and it is noteworthy that the imports from 
British New Guinea were largely in excess of the exports thither, 
being some 50,000/. in value against 30,0007. ; this, too, in spite of 
the fact that the small alien resident and visiting population is 
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chiefly dependent upon foreign provisions of most kinds, This 
surplus of imports over exports in the early ‘balance of trade’ 
would be held an especially promising indication in the views of 
certain political economists. 

“Of products from British New Guinea, béche-de-mer has 
hitherto yielded far the most important share, being stated at 
over 40,0002. or four-fifths of the total imports. The first im- 
portation of this article was probably made by Captain Colin 
Thomson in 1873, when some 12 tons ef fish were taken to 
Townsville from the Louisiade archipelago. He was one of the 
earliest, if not the first, pioneer in those waters. 

“ The principal goods sent from Queensland are, firstly, tobacco. 
This is the ordinary American manufactured tobacco in use 
throughout the Pacific for trafficking with native races, the total 
exports of which to the end of June this year reached a value 
of 5,288/7. Rice, flour, and salt beef, &e., &e. are now articles of 
regular, if not yet very considerable, consumption in the new 
territory. 

“ Besides ‘ béche-de-mer,’ pearl-shell, copra, and guin have been 
exported from British New Guinea. 

“There are still thousands of square miles of unvisited and 
almost unknown waters which will doubtless yield béche-de-mer 
and pearl-shell for years to come; but in a forecast of future 
proceeds it would be unsafe to rely too closely upon these articles, 
Both are found, of the best possible quality, but the most valuable 
shell has hitherto chiefly been found at depths which make it 
difficult and even dangerous to obtain. The accessible béche-de- 
mer reefs, likewise, have been exhausted in several places, 
although the prospect of further productive finds may be considered 
good, 

“J have said nothing about the supposed mineral wealth of 
the country, because next to nothing is known. Small quantities 
of gold have been found, of best quality, at more than one point, 
and it is a reasonable expectation that it will find a place amid 
other valuable resources. But there are many other tropical 
products, of reliable and profitable character, to be encouraged, 
without being over-influenced by a desire for one particular 
resource, which may not exist in British New Guinea, and which 
is in no way essential to a sufficient measure of agricultural and 
commercial prosperity. Of course, it is not to ke denied that, 
should it be discovered (as is quite possible still) in payable 
quantities, it would not only be a direct source of wealth, but 
that it would probably prove the greatest stimulant to other 
interests in its vicinity.” 


232 RIVER AND CANAL NAVIGATION IN FRANCE. 


XV.—STATISTICS OF VESSELS ENGAGED IN 
RIVER AND CANAL NAVIGATION IN FRANCE. 


The Journal de la Société de Statistique de Paris for the month 
of January last, has the following information respecting a 
general census of boats emploved in internal navigation in 
France :— 

« A general census of boats employed in internal navigation 
was taken on the 15th October 1887. This is the first thing 
of the kind which has been carried out in France. Up to this 
period, in fact, there was no precise information respecting the 
number and nature of the boats employed on the rivers, or of 
the crews of these boats. 

“ This census has resulted in showing for each route or section 
of navigable route the number of boats, their distribution accord- 
ing to principal dimensions, the mode of construction and origin. 
It has been devoted at the same time to the enumeration of the 
owners, captains, and crews of these boats, with indication of their 
nationality. Very often the crew are accompanied by their wives 
and children; the cabin of the boat constitutes the house of the 
family. At times again, horses, mules, or asses, used in towing 
are taken on board. It has also been deemed interesting to give 
the number of this population, as well as the number of draught 
animals, 

“ The following are the results of these investigations, it being 
observed that they are divided inte two parts: the first relates to 
ordinary boats and the second to steam boats. 


“I. Ordinary boats—The total number of boats amounts to 
15,730, able to carry altogether a full cargo of 2,713,847 tons 
of 1,0v0 kilogrammes, as follows :— 

“933 boats, 38°50 metres long and above, having a total 
tonnage of 342,933 tons; 4,863 boats from 33 to 38°50 metres 
long, having a total tonnage of 1,415,904 tons; 9,954 boats of 
less than 33 metres long, having a total tonnage of 955,010 tons. 

“Tt is thus seen that the boats of 33 metres and above have 
the highest tonnage: 1,758,837 tons corresponding to almost 
two-thirds of the total tonnage of the boats together. 

“ Of the 15,730 boats, the existence of which has been indicated, 
14,252 were built in France; 1,478 only were built abroad, 
1,017 of them in Belgium, 339 in Germany, and 122 in other 
countries. 

“Tf, however, the nationality of a boat must be determined by 
that of its owner, it is found that the number of French boats 
amounts to 13,632, and that of foreign boats to 2,098. 

“The majority of the boats are constructed of wood; 858 
only are of iron; 7,578 are decked, and 8,152 not decked. 
Almost all the boats are provided with cabins, 13,324 against 
2,406 which are without them. ‘These cabins shelter 38,108 
persons, of whom 18,750 are men, 7,323 women, and 12,035 
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children. This population comprises, besides the bargemen and 
their assistants, the families of a large number of bargemen who 
have no other domicile than the boat on which they are 
employed. 

“The crews, including the masters, consist of 23,141 men, of 
whom 19,893 are French, and 3,248 foreigners, 2,257 of the latter 
being Belgians, 751 Germans, and 240 of various nationalities, 
natives of Luxembourg, Holland, and Alsace. 

“Finally a certain number of boats, 1,874, are provided with 
stables, where the draught avimals used for hauling are placed ; 
these draught animals numbered 2,587, of which 1,154 were horses 
and 1,433 asses and mules. 


* TI, Steam Boats.—The total number of steam boats of every 
description on the navigable system is 673; their tonnage with 
full cargo is 45,865 tons with 55,932 horse-power ; 237 of these 
boats are with paddles and 436 with screw. 

“With respect to the uses to which these boats are put, it is 
found that 299 of them are used in the conveyance of passengers, 
120 in that of merchandise ; 254 are used for towing, 

“The crews, including the captains, engineers, and firemen, 
consist of 2,869 men, of whom 2,675 are French, 81 Swiss 
65 Belgian, 2 German, 35 English, 3 Spanish, 6 Italian, and 2 of 
unknown nationality. 

“The proportion of the boats employed on the rivers and canals 
is shown in the two following tables :— 


Ordinary Boats. 


| | | Draught 
— | No. Tonnage. Crew. | Persons on | Animals on 
5 Board. 
| Board. 
Rivers - 7,203 | 1,091,954 | 11,394 14,081 208 
Canals 8,527 | 1,632,083 11,747 24,027 | 2,379 
| 
Total - 15,730 | 2,724,037 | 23,141 | 38,108 2,587 
Steam Boats. 
No. of Boats.; ‘Konnage. | Horsepower Crew. 
Rivers - . . 572 37,763 | 12,120 | 2,492 
Canals - - - 101 8,102 | 3,812 377 
| | 
Total 673 45,865 | 15,932 2,869 


“The latter table shows that steam is only rea!ly employed 
on streams and rivers.” 


234 CONDITION OF AGRICULTURE IN ITALY. 


XVI—CONDITION OF AGRICULTURE IN ITALY. 


A copy z* a work bearing the title of “Rural Italy,” written 
by Mr. W. Beauclerk, a | Seeretary in Her Majesty’s Diplo- 
matic leg has been received by the Agricultural Department 
of the Privy Council Office. The following information respecting 
the state of Italian agricultural industry is taken from a leaflet 
recently issued by that Department containing some extracts 
from the work in question *— 

“ Mr. Beauclerk says that Italy is a country admirably formed 
by nature for agricultural prosperity, and has ever throughout her 
long and ey eutful histor y shown that agriculture has flourished in 
times of political superiority, and declined with the falling fortunes 
of the nation. ‘It is the opinion of many, that after : 20 years of 
‘national government the condition of the land and of the rural 
population leaves a great deal to be desired. They say that out 
of an extent of nearly 74,000,000 acres, 14,000,000 acres are 
uncultivated, and half of the remaining 60,000,000 are scarcely 
more than nominally productive. The average production of 
wheat per acre is only about 12 bushels, as against 16} in 
France. Italy, with three-fourths of the population, and more 
than half of the superficial area of France, yields agricultural 
products to the value of only 3 milliards (120,000,000/.), whilst 
the latter country produces 12 milliards’ worth. Italy, indeed, 
does not even produce sufficient grain for the requirements of 
her inhabitants. The reason of this wretched inferiority is not 
far to seek, in the antediluvian system of rural cultivation 
prevailing in many provinces, and the crass ignorance respecting 
all new chemical and mechanical improvements for the treatment 
* of the soil,’ 

*‘ This pessimist view is not altogether adopted by Mr. Beau- 
clerk, who holds that the evil has been exaggerated. ‘In the 
‘ first place, Italy is not a “garden of nature ;” on the contrary, 

‘with the exception of the ‘valley of the Po and a few lesser 

‘ plains, the country is mountainous, unproductive, and inhos- 
‘pitable. Fifty generations ruled by bad governments are 
‘ responsible for the devastation of the forests and the encroach- 
* ments of the marshes.’ 

“Real agricultural progress is evident in Milan, Belogna, 
Monferrate, Salerno, Bari, Palermo, Catania, and generally on the 
east coast of Sicily. The cattle from Reggiano, Romagna, and 
Val di Chiana are justly celebrated, and breeding i is much on the 
increase throughout the country. 

« As to the a average production of wheat per acre, the calculation, 
Mr. Beauclerk says, “must be taken with reserve, as the fields are 
intersected with olive and other trees yielding valuable fruit, but 
which interfere with the growth of cereals ; ‘and as to Italy not 
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raising corn enough for her population, it is urged, ‘ that where 
‘ more lucrative produce can be obtained, it would be false 
‘ economy to sacrifice the richer crop to the exclusive growth of 
‘wheat. The exports of the rich products of the country will 
‘amply counterbalance the requisite importation of grain, 

“ Ttaly has a Department of State, presided over by a Minister 
of Agriculture, Industry, and Commerce, and this Ministry has 
worked zealously, with the assistance of a talented staff of 
permanent officials. It has founded agricultural companies, local 
exhibitions, schools of instruction, and experimental stations. It 
has made accurate studies and reports, and published important 
treatises upon special subjects, and has proposed to Parliament 
almost every year since 1865 some measure destined to assist the 
interests of agriculture throughout the kingdom. About 170,000/. 
are spent annually on behalf of agriculture in Italy by the State, 
as against 1,800,0002 in France, and 1,250,000Z in Austria. 

“ For convenience the country is divided by Mr. Beauclerk into 
12 districts, which are shown clearly upon a map, and the circum- 
stances of each district are separately described. In some of 
these the agricultural condition is better than in others. For 
example, the district comprising the Venetian provinces of Belluno, 
Treviso, Padua, Vicenza, Verona, and Rovigo, appears to be in 
the worst condition, and the districts of Emilia and Tuscany are 
in a like state. 

“ The district of Lombardy, including part of Pavia, the provinces 
of Milan, Cremona, Mantua, Como, Sondrio, Bergamo, and Brescia, 
is in a somewhat more favourable position owing to the fertility of 
its valleys and the varied character of its products, comprising 
wine, oil, silk, rice, flax, and maize. The water meadows, 
marchite, ave very productive here. These are chiefly in the 
neighbourhood of Milan. ‘They are continually covered with a 
thin sheet of running water and are richly manured twice a year. 
* Those meadows thrive best which are irrigated with water from 
beneath the ground, which is warmer than the air. 

* Meadow land receiving the sewage from Milan produces as 
much as six tons of hay per acre, and is mown six, seven, or even 
nine times during the year. In Vettabia ten tons per acre are 
obtained, and one meadow has been proved to yield 30 tons of 
hay per acre. Most of the produce, however, is used as grass 
for feeding cows, and it is stated that 60 large cuws can be kept 
upon 50 acres of this land. ‘Indeed such a yield of grass is quite 
‘unequalled elewhere in the world, and would appear incredible 
* were it not a perfectly ascertained fact.’ 

* The cows are all brought from Switzerland, ‘they produce a 
great quantity of milk on the rich grass diet given to them.’ 
These cows do well upon the fields of trefoil, which, Mr. Beau- 
clerk observes, ‘are the best ground for rotatory crops. Upon 
‘these fields Parmesan cheese is made. This land also yields 
‘marvellous results of cultivation, As soon as the crops are off 
* the ground it is left to the sole agency of nature, when it at once 
* covers itself with an apparently spontaneous growth of ¢rifolium 
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‘ repens, produced in reality from the seeds contained in this 
* natural manure which has been previously spread over the fields.’ 
Probably the seed of the trifolium repens—white, or Dutch, 
clover—is not in the manure, but iu the ground, as all farmers 
know that it is a peculiarity of this plant to appear suddenly in 
meadows, and to disappear as suddenly. 

* Gorgonzola cheese is also made in the vicinity of Milan. ‘It 
‘is carried on in the most ignorant manner, and in squalid huts 
* extremely ill-adapted for cheese-making, so that one-third of it 
‘ is lost and another third is of inferior quality, because the makers 
* do not know how to perfect it, and look upon the whole process 
‘asa mere lottery. Gorgonzola cheese can only be made during 
‘ the last three months of the year, but Parmesan cheese is made 
‘ all the year round.’ 

“The milk production of the cows is not large, at least, com- 
pared with those of English dairies, only amounting to about 
550 gallons per head per annum in spite of their abundant food. 

“The value of land varies greatly. Some of the artificial 
meadows in Lombardy are worth from 128/. even to 2401. per acre. 
A good vineyard in Lombardy fetches as much as 250/. per acre 
in the district of Sondrio; and in Tirano, where the wine is 
not so good but more abundant, an acre of land is worth 364/. 
The average value of land in Liguria is about 1/. 5s. per acre in 
the forest district, 9/. 10s, in the chesnut district, and 64. in the 
garden and olive grounds. Owners of olive grounds complain that 
olives do not return more than one and a half or two per cent., 
and many families formerly wealthy from this source are now 

educed to poverty. ‘In the best cultivated parts of Sicily the 
‘ maximum of possible production is attained, and the land is even 
‘ more valuable than the market gardens in the suburbs of Paris, 
the annual profit upon it amounting to 30. per acre.’ 

“Mr. Beauclerk sums up the situation in the following words : 
‘ Agriculture is in the throes of a severe crisis. American com- 
* petition is strongly felt in the corn trade, and there are those who 
even go so far as to predict that the agricultural population 
‘ must retrograde to the pastoral state unless things change for 
‘ the better, a spectacle which might astonish the universe ; and 
with regard to the great question of progress in agricultural 
production so as to make a stand against the importation from 
‘ America, and to secure the future existence of the rural popu- 
‘ lation, the verdict of the landowners is thus given: As long 
‘ as millions of acres remain unreclaimed and untilled, as long as 
the majority and the strongest of the men are under arms, as 
‘ long as huge armies entail excessive expenditure, and agriculture 
‘ is suffocated by a weight of taxation which absorbs from one- 
third to one half of the returns, and so long as education, credit, 
and manures are wanting, we cannot strive with a reasonable 
prospect of success ’” 
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XVII.—RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 


1. Further Correspondence respecting the International Con- 
ference on the Sugar Question, 1888. Commercial No. 15 (1888). 
(C—5604.) Price 3s. 8d. 

This volume contains the correspondence which passed between 
Her Majesty’s Government and various foreign Governments 
with reference to the Conference on Sugar Bounties. It is stated 
to be in continuation of Commercial No. 2 (1888) (C.—5259), 
and it carries the correspondence down to the middle of 
December 1888. 


2. Agricultural Statistics, Ireland. Tables showing the Extent in 
Statute Acres and the Produce of the Crops for the year 1888 ; 
with Observations of the District Inspectors of the Royal Irish 
Constabulary and of the Sergeants of the Metropolitan Police who 
acted as Superintendents of the Agricultural Statistics. (C.—5610.) 
Price 4d. 


This is the annual statement showing the agricultural produce 
of Treland. It is issued by the Registrar-General in Dublin. 
For detailed statement of the chief points of interest in the 
Report, see page 203 of the present number of the Journal. 


3. Canals and Navigations. Rules made under the Provisions 
of the Railway and Canal Traffic Act, 1888, as far as regards 
Canals and Navigations made under or on which Tolls are levied 
hy authority of Parliament. 436, Price 13d. 


These are the rules lately issued by the Railway Department 
of the Board of Trade under the Act passed last session, 
51 & 52 Vict. cap. 25. They show the classification of mer- 
chandise traffic and schedules of maximum rates, tolls, dues, and 
terminal charges applicable thereto, which have to be submitted 
to the Department under the provisions of the above Act. 


4. Postal Relations of Italy, §c. with Australia, §c. Agreement 
regulating the Postal Relations of Italy and the rest of Europe via 
Italy with Australia, New Zealand, Tasmania, and the Fiji Islands. 
(C.—5409.) Price 1d. 


The present paper contains the text of the agreement regulating 
the exchange of correspondence between Italy and the British 
Colonies of Australia, New Zealand, Tasmania, and the Fiji 
Islands, as well as the cost of the conveyance of mails sent from 
Italy or any other European country eid Italy, to the above- 
mentioned British Colonies and vice versd. 

It provides that there shall be paid to the British Post Office 
for the conveyance by sea of correspondence forwarded by British 
packets, either from Italy or from ot!er European countrics vid 
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Italy, for Australia, New Zealand, Tasmania, and the Fiji Islands, 
the sum of 25 francs for each kilogramme of letters and (if any) of 
post cards, and 1 franc for each kilogramme of other articles. 

In case Italian packets calling at Australasian ports are 
established, such packets shall be at the disposal of Great Britain 
and of the Colonies in question on the same terms. 

The agreement was signed in Rome on the 27th of June 1888, 
and came into force as from Ist February last year. 


5. First Report of the House of Lords Select Committee to 
inguire into the Sweating System. 361. Price 11s, 

The report, which is dated the 30th of July 1888, states that 
the Committee have examined witnesses in the boot and _ shoe, 
tailoring, cabinet and upholstering and other trades, and agree 
that the evidence, although unfinished, should be reported, and 
the inquiry adjourned. They further remark that in their 
opinion the evidence already taken sufficiently indicates the 
existence of grave evils in connexion with what is known as the 
sweating sytem, in the localities to which their investigations have 
been confined. They have reason to believe that the same or 
similar evils prevail in other parts of the Metropolis as well as in 
other towns and cities, and affect various industries not yet 
examined, ‘Their views in this respect are strengthened by many 
resolutions and applications received from societies and individuals 
praying for an extension of the inquiry. It also appears that 
many persons engaged in the trades under consideration carry on 
business in various districts in London and in the country also. 

For these reasons an exhaustive inquiry is impossible under a 
reference limiting the area of investigation to the Kast End 
of London; and the Committee recommend such an extension 
of their reference as will enable them to prosecute their inquiries 
throughout the Metropolis and in such cities and towns or rural 
districts in the United Kingdom as they may select. 

The Committee also direct that the minutes of evidence taken 
before them up to the 30th July 1888 should be laid before the 
House. 

The minutes of evidence taken are appended to the report. 


6. Second Report of the House of Lords Select Committee to 
inquire into the Sweating System. 448. Price 6s. 4d. 

In their second report the Committee state that they have 
further considered the subject referred to them, and that they 
have directed the further minutes of evidence taken before them, 
up to the 18th of December 1888, together with an appendix, 
to be laid before their Lordships: and they express the hope 
that they may be permitted to resume their inquiry in the next 
session. 

To the report are added the minutes of evidence taken before 
the Select Committee between the beginning of November and 
the 18th of December 1888. 
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7. Pauperism (England and Wales). Return B,  Paupers 
relieved on 1st July 1888. 74. (B. 1.) Price Thd, 

This periodical return, prepared by the Local Government 
Board, shows the state of pauperism in each of the 647 unions and 
parishes in England and Wales on the Ist July 1888, and contains 
also summary tables for a series of years. 

The number of paupers relieved on the above date was 774,044, 
or 2°7 per cent. of the population of England and Wales. 

In reference to a table showing the number of paupers in receipt 
of relief in each year from 1858 ‘to 1888, it is remarked that “ the 
“ number of paupers relieved on the Ist July 1588 was larger 
“ than the number on the same day in the thirteen preceding 
years, but that notwithstanding the increase, it was smaller than 
“in the seventeen years from 1858 to 187. t, both inclusive. The 
smallest number of paupers relieved on the Ist July in any of 
the years referred to was in 1876, when there were 66 5669 (or 
“ §6 per cent.) fewer paupers in receipt of relief than in 1888, 
“ The highest number so relieved was in 1863, when there were 
* 225,930 (or 29°2 per cent.) more paupers than in 1888. It will 
be observed that of late years the number of outdoor paupers has 
“ formed a much smaller proportion of the total number relieved 
“ than formerly, but that there was a greater number of paupers of 
“ this class on the Ist July 1888 than on the same day in seven of 
“ the twelve preceding years. The number of vagrants relieved 
* fluctuates considerably. Since the year 1858 the number of 
‘* insane paupers has increased year by year from 21,456 in that 
“ year to 72,521 in 1888,” 
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XVIIL—STATISTICAL TABLES. 


I—Corn Prices. 


Return of the QuantiITIES sotp and AveraGe Prices of Britisn 
Corn, ImpertaAL MEAsvrE, as received from the Inspectors and 


Officers of Excise during the under-mentioned periods. 


| Barley. 


Periods. Wheat Oats. 
Quantities sold. 
Qrs. bus., Qrs. bus.,  Qrs. bus. 
Week ended 5th January 1889 - | 25,717 6 | 59,910 4 5,335 J 
a e -| 41,150 2 | 81,796 8 | 7,263 5 
- | 62,659 2 | 113,928 0 | 10,309 7 
——_ “aa -| 59,314 2 | 108073 7 | 8,733 5 
January 1889 - - - | 188,841 4 363,708 6 31,642 2 
Corresponding month in 7888 - | 220,360 3 305,410 6 31,068 O 
> ” 1887 - | 209,644 3 440,208 6 46,167 3 
Average Prices. 
Week ended 5th January 1889 = | 30 4 26 9 16 6 
12th 20 2 26 8 16 6 
19th ,, ‘ 30 2 27 16 4 
26th ,, “ 30 1 26 16 3 
| 
January 1889 - -| 302 | 269 16 4 
| 
December 1788S = - 3/0 27 1 16 6 
November ., - - 37 10 28 16 
October ,, - - - 29 7 16 § 
September ,, - - 35 70 28 6 18 2 
August - 35 0O 21 2 19 O 
July - - - 31 10 24 3 17: 
June - - - 31 6 24°47 47 
May - - - 31 30 6 16 
April - 30° 4 ‘ 30 4 15 11 
March 30 4 29 15 8 
February, - - 30 4 30.0 15 10 
January 1888 - - 64 380 3 15 14 
» 1987 ae | 174 
- - | 29 10 29 18 5 
- - 33 7 31 741 20 0 
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11.—EMIGRATION.—JANUARY 1889. 
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Return of the NumpBers, NATIONALITIES, and DrstTINATIoNs of the 
Passencers that left the Unitep Kinepom for Pracxs out of 
Evrore during the Month ended 31st January 1889, compared 


with the corresponding Month of the previous Year. 


| | 
| 
| 


Po British All 
| United | Austral- 
Nationalities. | Statee | North other Total. 
| States. America, | Places. 
| | | 
Month ended 31st January 1889. 
| | 
| | 
English -| 8573 | 285 | 1,586 | 1,767 | 7,211 
| | 
| | 
Scotch : : 536 35 109 98 | 778 
780 2% | 176 1,549 | 2,529 
| 
Total of British origin - - 4,889 $44 | = 1,871 | 3,414 | 10,518 
| | 
Foreigners - | 1,320 82 | 18 | 232 | 1,652 
Nationalities not distinguished - - | 278 | 278 
| | | 
Total - - 6209 426 | 1,889 | 3,924 | 12,448 
| 
Month ended 31st January 188s, 
| 
English - - 3,562 | 405 | 4,249 849 6,065 
| 
Scotch - - : - 587 | 50 | 191 132 954 
Irish | 33 127 70 | 4,008 
| 
Total of British origin - - 4,914 | 488 1,567 1,051 8,020 
Foreigners 1,964 73 45 169 2,257 
Nationalities not distinguished - 241 247 
| 
Total - 6,878 561 1,612 | 4,461 10,512 
| 


NotE.—The above figures, being made up at the earliest possible date after the close of each 
month, are subject to correction in the Annual! Returns. 
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anp WaAters, 
NeumpBer of Receiving Orpvers Gazerrep in the under-mentioned 
Periods and in the under-mentioned Trades and Occupations. 
January 
1889. 7SSS 
No. No. 
Total gazetted = 388 416 
Number gazetted in various trades and occupa- 
tions :— | 
Grocers, &e. - - 28 27 
Builders - - - - ° = £6 | 30 
Publicans and hotel keepers, &e. - ~ - 22 | 34 
Decorators, painters, p'umbers, Xe. - - | l4 | 4 
Boot and shoe manufacturers and dealers = 12 16 
Bakers - - - - - i2 14 
Butchers - - - - | 1l 4 
Drapers, haberdashers, ~ - 10 
Jewellers, importers, silyersmiths, | 
Xe. - - = 9 
Tailors, &c. - - - - } 
Agents, commission and general - = 6 6 
Carpenters and joiners - - et 6 2 ‘ 
Coal and coke merchants and dealers - - 6 3 
Confectioners - - 6 
Greengrocers, fruiterers, &c. - - | 6 5 
Fishing net, smack owners, and masters - - 6 3 
Saddlers and harness makers - - = 5 4 
Solicitors - - 4 | 4 
Fishmongers, poulterers, &c. - - 4 | 3 
Clothiers, outfitters, &c. - - - 4 3 
Carriers, carmen, lightermen, and hauliers - 4 7 | 
Wine and spirit merchants, &e. - - 4 
: Millers - - - - - | 4 4 
Provision merchants, &c. - . - | $ 9 
Clerks, commercial and general - - | : | s 
Merchants - 4 3 
Printers and publishers - - - - 3 as 
Bricklayers, plasterers, &e. - - = 3 2 
Timber merchants and wood dealers ~ 3 — 
Corn, flour, seed, hay, and straw merchants and 
dealers - - 2 2 
Auctioneers - - - ae 2 4 
Trouniongers - - - 2 4 
Furniture dealers and makers - é 2 6 
Schoolmasters and schoolmistresses - H 2 2 
Stationers - - - 2 2 
Stone, marble, and monumental masons - - | 2 { 4 
Doctors of medicine and physicians - - | 2 ae 
Fruit merchants and growers, &e. - m4 2 | 2 
General dealers - - = =e 2 | 2 
Livery stable keepers and fly proprietors, &e. = | 2 1 
Potato merchants and salesmen - = 2 4 
Tradesmen’s assistants = ‘ - | 2 4 
Chemists, druggists, and chemical manufacturers | 1 3 
Cabinet-makers and upholsterers - - | 1 6 
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January 


1889, | 1858, 


Number gazetted various trades and oecupa- No. j No. 
tions—cont, | 

Tobacconists, &c. - - 
Dairymen, cowkeepers, - - 
Carriage, &e. builders - - - 
Engineers and founders, &c. - - 
Hosiers, lovers, &e. - 
Blacksmiths - - - 
Wheelwrights - - - - 
Contractors - - - - - 
Hatters = - = - 
Fancy goods manufactur ers aud importers - 
Oil and colour merchants - - - 
Officers in Civil Service - - - 
Clerks in holy orders — - 5 
Music instruments, &c., makers and deale rs - 
‘Theatrical and music hall lessees, &e. - 
Tea merchants - - 
Brick and tile makers, &e. - - 
Colliery proprietors and agents - - 


Colliers, miners, - 

Glass and lead manufacturers and merchants, 

Labourers, &c. - - - - 

Metal workers and manufacturers - - | ' 
Mungo manufacturers and waste dealers - | 

Gardeners, florists, &c. - - 


Travellers, commercial, &e. | 
China, glass, earthenware, Xe. deities - - | _ 


IV.—Exvort or Live ANIMALS FROM IRELAND TO 
GREAT BRITAIN, 


Return of the Numper of AnIMALs exported from IRELAND to GREAT 
Briraww during the month ended 31st January 1889, compared 
with the corresponding period of the Year 1888. 


January 
Annals. 
| 1889, | 7888. 
No. No. 
Cattle - - - “ 35,384 41,496 
Sheep = 11,520 13,016 
Swine - - 57,223 65,417 
Mules or - - - | 1; 


Asses - = - | 2 19 


| 
A 57349. if 
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| 
V.—FisHeRY STArIstics—KNGLAND AND WALES. 
Stravement of the Toran Quantity and Vatur of the Fisu returned 
as landed on the and Coasts during the 
| of January 1889, and the corresponding Month of the previous Yea 
Corre- 
sponding 
Kast South West Total Month 
| Coast. Coast. Coast. at the 
| previous 
Year. 
| QuANTITY. 
i Cwts Cwts, Cwts. | Cwts. Cots. 
| Turbot - - =| 3.987 528 242 | 1,757 5044 
Soles - 4,363 932 991 6,286 | 6,209 
Prime fish, not separately dis- | 
tinguished - 1,758 2,455 7047 
Total prime fish - 10,108 | 2,157 1,233 | 13,498 18,900 
Salmon - - - . 
Plaice - | SOASL | 6,981 L451 | 5,060 
Ling 1085 74 2,035 6,834 
| Haddock - 18451 30 509 | 135,924 
Mackerel : - - 3.211 - 3,282 
Herrings - | 30 2,888 | 21,374 S345 
- - - 14,905 14,905 4,994 
Spra -| 1,255 _ 19,411 | 36,999 
Alle -ept shell fish - 21,156 11.8% 122,638 
Total - - 395.445 
Shell Fish :-- No. No. No. No. 
Lobsters - - 1.40 15k 
Oysters - 238.000 81,000 000 
Cwts. Uwts, 
Other shell fish - - 23,002 3.058 11424 LOIS 
VALUE. 
Turbot - - | 2.025 730 15.504 
Soles - - 4,572 32,000 
Prime fish, not separately | 
tinguished 5.567 3,050 8.426 | 21,0493 
Total prime fish - | 12.707 10: 568 58.377 | 64,27 
16.664 507 | 19,655 | 10,950 
Plaice - 18,365 5,427 | 55,025 | 51,983 
Lin - 3.612 508 | 5,663 | 
Haddock - - 58,732 19 59,090 52,071 
Mackerel - - - - 1115 1,115 2.924 
Pilchards - - 3,636 | 3,636 903 
Sprats - - 1.404 2,861 | 2802 
All other, except shell fish - 10,538 7.876 74,180 16.15) 
Total - - 227,362 2,319 19,805 290,077 
Shell Fish :— 
- - - 
Other shell fish -| 
Total - - 1.719 | 17,586 20,782 
Total value of fish landed 2288 14,068 29.716 307,072 454 


NoteE.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. “Phey alues given 
are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place. 
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VI.—Fisnery 


Srarement of the Torar Quantity and Varur of the returned 
as landed on the Scorcu Coasrs during the Month of January 
1889, and the corresponding Month of the previous Year, 


| sponding 
East Orkney | west Total, | Month 
Const. Shetland Coast. ous of the 
previous 
Year. 
QUANTITY. 
| — 
| Cwts. Cwts, Cwis. Owts. Cuts. 
Turbot - - | - 72 | 439 42g 
Soles (Lemon Soles) - - : 126 298 724 635 
Cod - - - 2,080 2.505 43,936 
Ling 6,254 | 58 824 7,136 5,445 
Haddock - 81,041 | 4,495 2,123 87,659 
Herrings - 57,708 100 15,821 73.629 72,22 
Sprats - 675 | 675, 8.405 
Sparling - - : 3 | 2 5 6 
Torsk (Tusk) - - . 51 | 5 -- 66 240 
Saith (Coal Fish) 1744 | 971 1,991 4,706 G,122 
Whiting - - - - 3917 | - 1,444 | 5,361 7848 
Halibut - - : : 301 392 379 
Flounder, Plaice, brill 7,665 155 9,660 10,251 
Kel - - - 832 1,466 G51 
Skate - - 3,207 4,165 4,082 
All other, except shell fish . 8,135 622 10,177 13,718 
Total - - - 211,677 | 29,001 250,196 268,429 
Shell fish :-- No. No. No. No. No. 
Lobsters - : - 3.200 1,006 36,800 41,000 42,200 
Crabs 4,000 100) 14,400 75,000 
Oysters : 5,800 | 36,600 42,400 19,300 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts, Cwts. Cuts. 
Mussels - 14,997 950 | 1,274 17,221 27,589 
Clams - 2.149 2.149 2,704 
Other shell fish - 849 | 204 1,591 2,734 3374 
VALUE. 
| | 
£ ¢ £ £ 
Turbot - - 1,255 5 | 1,370 1,866 
Soles (Lemon Soles) : -| 7H Gol | 1,405 G04 
Cod - 16,162 474 109% | 17,780 16.399 
Ling 3,043 18 361 3,422 2,598 
Haddock - - 35,775 1,054 | 37,671 38,433 
Mackerel - - -- | 
Herrings - 15446 1042 | 19.507 21,478 
Sprats ‘ ° 2% | 
Sparling - - Ww 18 10 
Torsk (Tusk) - 3 -- 18 61 
Saith (Coal Fish) - - 300 91 377 | 768 7,286 
Whiting 1.262 732 1,994 2,098 
Halibut - Ww 684 641 
Flounder Plaice, Brill - 1882 6s 1,270 6,220 6,794 
Ke) 529 310 839 489 
Skate - - - | 1,002 24 158 1,184 1,128 
All other, except shell fish 1,751 141 16 2,008 2,967 
Shell fish :— | 
Lobsters : - - 185 59 1,535 1.779 1,856 
Crabs - - - 193 5 1S 356 
Oysters - - - 55 188 223 104 
Mussels - : O34 18 1,062 1,574 
Clams - - 31 397 
Other shell fish - - 132 44 271 447 552 
Total 2,090 161 2,079 | 4,320 
Total value of fish landed | 84,877 | 2,053 12,254 99,184 104 488 


NoTE.~-The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns, 


| 
| 
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VIIL—Fisuery 


SratTement of the Toran Quantity and of the Fism returned 
as landed on the Irtsu Coasts during the Month of January 1889, 
and the corresponding Month of the previous Year. 


January. 
| | | Corre- 
| sponding 
North East South West Potul Month 
Coast, Coast, Coast. Const. otal, of the 
previous 
j Year. 


QUANTITY. 


Cwts, Cwts. Cwts, Cwts. | Cwts. Cuts. 
57 


Total prime fish - | 14s 13 382 14 
Cod - - - - 178 1,062 SSt 6,641 3.7458 
Ling - - 50 289 76 231 (1,330 883 
Haddock - - | 880 
Herrings - - 6 121 
Whiting - - - - 749 129 
Hake - - - 239 S64 
All other, except shell fish - 195 1,762 2,117 
Total - 8,632 9,372 
Shell Fish :— No. No. No. No. No. No. 
Lobsters - 3,814 212 1,080 5,106 3,262 
Oysters - - - 226,020 840 28,780 255,560 28.424 
Cwts. | Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Other shell fish - 27 1,930 2241 4,774 
VALUI 
£ £ £ £ 
Turbot 218 171 57 146 172 
Soles - - - 285 07 968 
Total prime fish - S04 154 1,414 ary 
Cod - - - - - 104 2,818 415 353, 3,690 2,123 
Ling - - 31 112 300 100 543 378 
Haddock - - - - 35 923 41 152 1,151 | 325 
Herrings - - - - 201 330 15; 
ake - - - : - - 172 335 20 527 182 
All other, except shell fish - 78 1,074 401 132 1,685 1,469 
Total - - - 252 6,318 2,119 1,651 10,340 6,139 
Shell Fish :— 
Lobsters - - - - 97 8 14h ys 
Orabs - - - 50 1 
Oysters - - - - - 271 1 73 348 47 
Other shell fish - - 32 30 204 266 383 
jTotal - - 147 312 315 808 529 


Total value of fish landed © 3 6,630 2,153 1,966 | 11,148 6068 
i | 


i 
t 
NotE.—The above fizures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. 
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VIII—Corron Rerurns, January 1889, 
Return of the Number of Bates of Corron and Exporren, 
Forwarpep from Ports to INLAND Towns, and RerurNep to 


Ports during the Month ended 3st January 1889, compared 
with the corresponding Month of the Year 1 88x, 


Menth ended 31st January 


1889, ISSS, 


No. No, 
Brazilian - - 22,332 30,393 
Kast Indian - - - - 12,262 17,291 
Kygyptian - | 46,969 47 068 
Miscellaneous - 1,571 3,603 
Total : 162,383 44S 


Exvorts. 


Amerizan- - - - | 52,838 135,585 
Brazilian - : - - 2,125 1,520 
Kast Indian - - 9,244 19,808 
Rgyptian - - 1,844 
Miscellaneous - - 1,797 1,454 

Total - 67,848 


Forwarbep from Porrs to 
TOWNS. 


American « - 323,985 237,942 
Brazilian - - - 15,093 32,080 
East Indian - - - - - 12,375 11,2352 
Egyptian - - - - 28,683 23,07 1 
Miscellaneous - - - 14,030 10,894 

Total - - 394,166 315,239 


Forwarpep from INLAND Towns 
to Ports. 


East Indian - 3 | 
Egyptian - 13 | 155 


Total - - 196 430 
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IX.—Periopicat Rerurns or Imporrs anp Exports. 


STaTeEMENT of the Imports and Exports into and from the under- 
mentioned Counrrigs in the latest Month for which Returns 
have been received, with Aggregates for the Period of the Year, 
including such latest Month. 


Note. — Rouble = zs. Od.; France = 9,',d.; Milreis = 4s. 6d. ; 
Lira = 9,°,d.; Drachme = 9,°,d.; Dollar = 4s. 2d. 


1.—Imvorts. 
Aggregate for Period of the 


Value for the Month. Year, including latestMonth. 


Latest 
Month, 


1888, 1888, 1887. 
Roubles 30,685,000 | 


389,317,000 | 426,344,000 |) 4,052,905,000 


Name of Conntry. 


Russia in Europe - Nov. - 32,002,000 301,110,000 305.229,000 


France - Dee Frs. 4,025,966 ,000 


Portugal - Nov. Milreis - 2,976,000 | 3,263,000 35,226,000 34,589,000 
| 
Italy - Nov Lire 95,445,000 | 760,648,000 1,063,746.000 4,390,849,000 
Greece Oct Drehms. 10,488,000 | 12,247,000 90,718,000 762,077,000 
United States - - Nov. Dolrs. - 53,866,000 59,979,000 664.732.0000 656,507,000 
British India* - Nov. Rupees 6.46,01.490 | |! 43,08,30,675 39,00,04,388 
Exports. 
Russia in Europe - Nov. | Roubles 64,166,000 67,537,060 || 673,368,000 | 518,497,000 
| 
| | 
France - - Dec. +) Frs. 310,740,000 330,333,000 3.210,730,000 3,246,499,000 
| 
| 
Portugal - - Nov. +} Milreis- 1,836,000} — 7,957,000 || 21,527,000 | 19.21%,000 
| | | 
Italy + - Nov. Lire 81,082,000 | 86,971,000 847,203,000 908 646,000 
Greece - Oct. +) Drehms. 9,412,000 13.089.000 80,519,000 | 89,531,000 
United States - - Nov. +) Dolrs. - 76,376,000 | 75,574,000 || 606,006,000 | 632,07 1,000 
British India* - - Nov. Rupees 6,90,04,227 | 6,72,72,038 || 56,83,59,744 55,55.79.799 


The above figures are subject to revision in the Annual Returns. 


NotE.—The figures are those of the “special ’’ imports and exports, except in the case of 
the United States and British India, where the figures are “general.’” “Special? means, in 
the case of imports, imports for home consumption, in the case of exports, exports of domestic 
produce and manufacture only. ‘ 

* The ageregate figures are for the financial year commencing 1st April. 


| 
| 
| 
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X.—ForeIGN TRADE or INnpIA. 


Imports and Exports into and from Bririsu 


Imports from Foreign 


Exports to Foreign 


Countries. Countries.* 
Kight Months ended Kicht Months ended 
' 30th November 30th November 
1888, 1887. ISSS. 1887. 
R. R. R. | R. 
I.—Animals—living 22,16,195 18 38,245 71564 | 792,750 
Il.—Articles of food and drink - $,62,77,078 16,03,21,894 | 75,e7,29,848 
I11.—Metals and manufactures of — 
A.—Hardware and cutlery 
(including plated-ware) 71,13, £37 72,08,7.56 52,804 13,194 
B.— Metals 2,10,32,213 3,1006,0038 2,60,855 3,10.083 
{ 
C.—Machinery and mill-work 408 1,757 578 
D.—Railway plant and 
rolling-stock (other than 
Government stores) - 1,81,28,078 1,41 87889 
| 
1V.—Chemicals, drugs, mecicines | 
and narcotics, and. dyeing 
and tanning materials - 79,89,077 60,756,081 8,57,05,098 83376 
VI.--Raw materials and wumanu- 
factured articles | 2,62,96,600 | 2,57,97,976 20,84,79,499 | 22,16,15,862 
VII.—Articles manufactured and | 
partly manufactured— | 
A.—Yarns and textile fabrics | 22,75,90,585 19,80,59,103 625,415,289 5,08,87,577 
B.—Apparel - 85,01,746 $2,35,552 727,453 | 540,550 
C.—Other articles manu- | 
factured - 695 3,18,86,87 2,26,01,712 | 2421,19,097 
| 
ToTaL - 43,03,30,675 | 39,09,04,088 54,23,90,149 | 53,20,77,266 


| 


| 


* Exports of Indian Produce and Manufacture only. 


| 
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LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR REPORTS. 
New SErRIEs. 


Rerorrs of the Anmaual Series, 1889, have been issued from Her Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and may be obtained from 
Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C., &e. 


St. Petersbure 
Nice - 
Stettin 
Fiume - 
Chinkiang 
The Hague 
Malaga 


The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad on subjects of 
general and commercial interest have also been issued, and miay be obtained from 
the above-mentioned sourees :— 


No. Price. 


111. ou the plum crop in Bosnia for 1887-88 - 


lz. /taly.—Report on the production of sulphur and other minerals in Sicily - 1d. 


113. Russia.—Report on the grain trade in the ports of the Sea of Azov - Id. 
114. Persia.—Notes on the wool trade in Persia and Trans-Caucasia — - ld 


4 
| 
| 
No. Price. 
147. - - - 
448. - - ld. 4 
449, - - : - 2d, q 
450, - - ld. 
151. - - 
| 452. - - dd. 
q 
} 


3 
| 
q 


